Mrained 1o decline applications whieh would
otherwige have been sustained.  In other in-
stances, and theso by far the most namerous,
ey have, for the likelcause, been necessi-
ted to restriet their grants to the Jowest
possible agiount ; and the neccssity thus un-
Pased upny them has given rise to the most
Poignant ropret, No Christian sssuiation
CAN Dwint 1o n more encrgetic, faithful, aud
d_evorqd band, than the ministers and pus.
Biouaries who now accupy the chapels and
ﬂeachmg stations in counexion with the
ome Misgyion. ‘The fruits of thow mms.
trations are everywhere seen, and wmost thapk-
ully appreciated by thosc among whotn they
omciate.  Most gratifying would it be to the
Conmmittee to have it in their power, not only
to extend the operations of the Scheme, but
to afford more adequate and well-merited,
‘salaries ta this class of spiritual labourers.

i
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India Mission.

AT 50 period of its history did the India
Mission of the Chureh of Scotland more
urgently require, or more smply justfy the
Christian sympathy and suppost of n pyited
people.  Acting wnder no other sanction
then that of Him who hath said, © Go vye,
therefore, angd teach all nations,” it has, by
its faithful and assiduons ngency in the three
great Presidencies of Hindustan, Lommended
iteelf to a1l who are interested in the progress
of the Redeemers kingdam, and now only
awails an increased msasure of support to
occupy other stations, aud to establish itself]
upon new ground, Some of these inviting
fields of labour were noticed in the last
Report to the General Assemibly ; and others
might be added, fitted, in no small degree,
to quicken the zeal, and to provoke the
liberality of the Church. But it is enough
to remember that, compared with the fearful
mass of destitution in India, vur effurts, wt
best, have been but the day of snmll things;
and that not till the Churches of Great
Britain have'awoke 10 1 higher sense of the
responsibility under whick their country hes,
in the acquisition of a tetritory so vast aud
degraded, may we expect that blessing from
above under which the visions of prophec
sshall be realized in all their fulness, «ILa 3
up thine eyes round about, and sec ; all they
g‘atgxer themselves together, they come to
ee: thy sons shall come from fur, and thy
dsughters shail be nursed at thy side, Then
thou shalt sec, and flow togethet, and thine,
heart shall fear, dnd be enlarged; because
the abundarice of the sen shall be converted;
unto thee, the forces.of the Gentiles sha}!
come unto thee. The multitude of camyls
shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian
and Ephah; all th
they shall bring

ey from Sheba shall come:
old and incense ; and they

shall shew forth the praises of the Lord.”
. To the ‘members of our own Charch, in
t particular, India cannot fail to prove the‘
most lnviting field of Christien enterpnse.
If it may be said of Scotland, that her sons,
more than others in other parts of the king-
dom, have laid India under tribute fo their
effluence or ease, it is also & matter of cén-
gum'tamn, that the Church of our, fathers
as not been'behind on the grest career of
Christian duty, Her,India Migsion meets us
on.the threshold of all her other schemes of
enlightened benevolencd. It has now exist.
ed for aboit a quarter of & century ; and
minifold have beeti the blessings it has serv-
ed to diffase.  1f it were presumptaous i 1
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to say fthiat through her instrumentality aloue
the whole aapect of society has been changed,
~—that unholy rites have been abolished, the

rowth of centuries,— that pew lows and

institutions have sprung up, gving token of}

better days and of brighter hopus,—that the
iron rule of caste is undergoing a revelution
that is tha forerunner of s destruction, it
ware nut Jess wrang in us to discliim the
share she hos been privileged to take, under
the blessing of God, in this glorious work.
Tu her crowded schools, she has given proof,
that in the very grossest forms of idolutry
there is no inscperable barnier between the
heathen and us,—thut no cowpnlsion is
necessary to bring them withit the range of

Iof Christian iastruction,—and that by no

gystem of zccommodation, and far less of]
campromise, tiay these sons of the stranger
be assaled with all the appeals and applian-
ces of the Gospel. A highway hath thus
been opened, in which other churches und
missiohary sssocistiongare hastenm% to tread;
while everything concurs to cherish the ex-
pectation, that the day is at hand wheu,
through the exstensive diffusion of Gospel
truth, prevading all castes and classes in the
conunnnity, proclaimed on the streets, and
taught  the school, the superstiion of
India shall yeceive its death-blow, and my-
riads of immortal bemngs, the subjects of the
same Govermment, shall own their allegi-
;snt:ie to the King of lings and the Lord of]
ords.

No less gratifying is it to think, that with
an incressing measure of usefulness abroad,
our Indian Mission has now the advantage of
increasthg zeal ond hberslity ot home.
Wiile the Comnittee have been encouraged
by a larger amdunt of comnbutions, threuzh
church ¢otlections and parochind subsPriptions,
thun they were wont to receive, they bave
the peculiar satisfaction of reporting to the
Church, that an Act was passed by the Jast
General Assembly giving new facihties to
the enlargament and usefulness of our ms-
sionary foree. At all the Presidencies au-
thority hus been given for the erection of!
presuytenal badies, with full powers, under
certain necessary himtauens, of granting
hicense and ordination to such Europeans
and natives as may duly approve themselves,
by their miety znd quahifications, fitted to
preclum to the heathen the unsearchable
riches of grace. The importance of this
wiensuce canuot be over-csbimated.  Already
are there some in India prepared to take ad-
vantage of tins nieasore; and the anticipation
wmay be chenshed, that, i the coaurse of 2
few years, many will offer themselves for
license and ordination on the mwviting field
of Chnstan labour. Everytinng, indeed,
concurs to animate end encourage us in the
great waork in which we wre engaged. Itis
ull of promise to every devout angd benevo-
lent mind; and now we desire to commend
it to the chanties and sympathies of an en-
lightencd Yeople, who, favoured themselves
with privileges the most valuable, and ad-
vantages the most distinguistutg, cannot
enjoy & higher honor, 1 the sight of angels
and men, than in being permitted to farther,
by their substance and prayers, the kingdom
of our God and of Fis Christ,

Moprratorsmip op THE GENERAL As:
seuBLY,~We uuderstand that the Rev.
Dr. Bell, Ministér of Linlithgow, will be
propoeed as Moderator of the ensuing Gen-
era] Asscmbly of the Church of Seotland.

3

Extracts from the QGeneral Assembliy's
: Heport on Sabbath Schools, v

It was recommended by the fast Genernd
Assembly, that every synod should appoint &
commntiee on  Sabbath schools, i order that
answers to a list of questions, relatve 10 the
condition of these schaols, nught be obtainey,
and transmitted to the Convenor of the Géneral
Assumbly’s Commitiee on orbefbre the Ist at
May 1854, From saiwe delay 10 issning the
questiuns, and other causes, returns from al}
tho synods have not been ebtamed ; but the
Commuttee are able to report, that they hase
received very camplete veturas from the
Synuds of Dumnfries ; of Angus and Mearns,
of Glasgow and Ayr; and of Perth and St
fing ; together with an abstract from the
Syuud of Ross; and 2 very full abstract, so
fbr as returns bad heen made, from the Syaud
of Merse and Teviowdale ; and ¢ report as te
susme pattion of the Synud of Aberdeen
From viher syneds returas and abstracts have
been re~cived 3 but they have not reached tho
Cotiveaor so early w8 ty permis of partenlar
untree in the geaeral Repant®
[~ As rewnrns have not heen recewved from
many synods, it 15 impossible to stato pre-
cisely the number of Saldath schools couneer-
ed wih the Churcli; but the Commitiee
wounld refer to the abstract of statistical infoc-
mation reported 1o (he General Asserably 1n
May 1851, from wheeh 1t appears that, out of
1100 panshes, reinrns were received from
617, containmg 1059 Sabhath schools
connexioa with the Clivreh § there being thus
483 parishes from which to repors wers
received. By the Report presented to the
General Asscbly last vear, it pppeared that
cirenlars contatning questions wete addressed
te 1173 parish churches and ehspels, aud that
retarns were recewed from 621, having 1155
Sabhath schiosls connected with the Cnorch,

The repurts from the syuods convey no
information respecting the mauner m which
Sabhath sechunls ure condueted, matenally
differeut from that supphed by furmer returna,
There ave selecuions of lessans and of hymns,
with vther helps; but the bovks chuefly used
are *the bible and the Shorter Cmechism.
The Committee enteriatn the behef, that theso
are, in all respects, most suitaile, seemng that
the effurts of the Sabbath school teacker must
be chiefly direcied to the work of maluug jus
pupils familiar wili the meaning of the Word
of Gud, and the systent of docinne contained
in the standards of the Church. winle endea-
vouring to bring them uuder the influence of
ihe truth 2s that by which the heart and bife
onght ever to be regulated.

T'he qualifications of Sabbath school 1each-
ers~the ¢ difficulty of finding sueh as are
thoreaghly furnished for this work—tha great
responsibibty sncurred by them—aud  the
motives by which they vuaht wbe fnpelied—
frave been treated so fully in former veports,
that 1t is unnecessary to tepeat the viewg
which the Committee have advanced, and
from which they see 00 reason fur departing.
‘That the work is difficolt and importam,
must be univeraaliv admited Agents for

* Among thesc may be mentioned a Teport from
the SynmtI of Galloway, carclully prepared ; and
retuens from presbytetses in the synod of Lothisn
and Tweeddale, together with nn abstract of the
whole Sabbuth schools in that synoed

The Commutee would also notice, o terms of
warm commendation, the 2 Seventh Annual Re

gt of the Glasgow Sabhath School Associstion
in connexion with the Churek of Scotlsnd,” The
last of these reat hed them a{so Tate a period that,

in prepacingsthe ir_Report, they were uashls 1s

avail L emyelve oS its valoable information.



