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Earnscliffe. In the fol1 wing year, on the retirernent of Chief justice Harrison
front the Civil Service to practise his profession, Mï. B3ernard aucceeded hini as
Chief Clerk of the Crown Lawv Department, a position lie retained until Con-
federation, - nen lie becane Deput>' Minister of justice, having, under bis old
chief and relative, the superintendence of ail miatters connected with the admin-
istration of justice throughout the Don.inioni not speciall>' entrusted to thé
several provinces. This offce he resignect in October, 1876, oil his leaving the
public service, oving to continued jîl-healtît. He was subsequently ernployed
in 1878-9, as Assistant Commrissioner iih Sir Alexander Galt, in negotiations
%viîl the courts of France and Spain for commercial relations with Canada.

I r addition to his regular work, Colonel B3ernard was called upon tri under-
take varîous <ther dfuties, mlore especiall>' in connection with tlie visit of the Prince
of WVales and in respect to the soibject of the Confedleration of I3ritibh Amierica.
He %vas tlîe secret.ir> ta the conference of delegates wlîich met at Quebec in the
autuinnof 1ti864, and also to the Loniioin conférence of 1866-7, which determlined
the final terris of union ;and in acknowledgnlent of bis public usefulnass on
these occasions received froim Her ýMajesty the decoration of a C.MG. At a
later perin( lie wns appointed b>' the King of Spain a Knigrlt Commander of'
the Order of Isabel la Catolica. A mari of fine education and hiaving received
a thorough legal training, Colonel Beenarl %vas for mian), years enirusted weith
the preparations of mianv of the more important of tlîe public mieasures submit-
ted b>' successive administrations to Pairlianient, a duty lie discharged wvitî aill
his accustonmed care and abilit>'. He wvas e.tc-o»Ycio solicitoir to the Superintend,
ent-General of Indian aifaiis, anid likewise solicitor to the St, Lawrence and Ot-
tawa Railway and otlier corporations ;and bi 872, along with other emlinent
legal gentlemen, was createt a Q.C., an lionour bestowed upon hlini by the
Onitario as %vell -is hoi Doiininý.in Governmient, Wliile at Quebec, dluring the
exciteliient of the "Trent " affair, lie bccanîe captain nf the nId Civil Service
Rifle Cumpany, and uipon the remloval to O)ttawa of the seat of goverrnment lie
tnok a leadilng pa t in nrganir.ing the splendid volunteer battalion bearing the
saine namne which existed hiere for several years under the veteran comminand of
the late Colonel W\il>', and in which lie himiself belli a1 majority.

Durin.o Colonel IlernardIs extended career lie %vas ever distinguislied by
activit>', courtesy, unwearied iî<uî>,attention ta the interests of thIi govern-
ment, and a thirness andl candour of inid wlîichi %von for himi the esteemn and
confidence of men in hutlî political parties-a fact which was wvell evidienced on
his officiaI retireinent, on which occasion the dimen Prime Minister, Mr. Mac-
kenzie, paid hini tlie unwonted compliment of proposing his health lit a dinner
given at the Rideau Club b>' a lîigl legal personage, %vho bas also passed frot
tlie scenre, and, in duing so, expressed ot onl>' bis own regret, but that of the
g<vernmiient as a whole, over the witlîdrawal frntn offcial life of aile tii u hum
the>' were personally sa rnouch indebted, and whn had slîownvi hiniself in everv
relat;on to be so capable and %vore' v. Altmhough for miany years retired fioul
the active duties of life, Colonel ý,ernard's deailh will lie no the less sincei ely
deplored ;not onl>' b>' those to %vhonm he was endieared liv ties of k'indre.l, but by
surviving rieîids thrc;uglîout the onr.-OlwC/ix.


