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sup1)lied by the phien7r,,.ena observed in individuals bearing gastric
fistula. Amongst these observations, there is one rcnowned above ail,
and cited everywhere, I rnean the case of the Canadian, Alexis St.
Martin, related by Dr. Beaumiont. 'ihat celebrated patient received
one day a shot wvound in thc pit of the stomachi. Fortuiîately for the
man and for science, the wvound did flot prove fatal, but the resuit was
an opening which neyer closed and established a permanent comnmuni-
cation between the outside and the stoniach. Dr. Beaumiont, during
several years, studied the funictions of digestion on this robust Canadian.
Fie would make himi swallow ail kinds of food, watchi'ng their exit on a
level %vitli the artificial opening and could then calculate the time taken
by alimentary substances to undergo a complete digestion in the
stomach. He made us knowv the resuits of bis experinients in a rather
curious table of wvhich I wviIl give you a brief abstract. He observcd
that the fo11oving foods were cornpletely digested at the end of the
periods mentioned
Ricc ............ ........ i Ilour.
Boiled riilk..............2 hiours.
Roast turkcy............... 234 hours.
130iled tUrkey ............. 2 hrs. 44 'n.
Boiled gouse ............. .234 houirs.
Suckling Ilg ..... ......... 24

Frcsh Ianiub..............32
Frcsh eggs, boiicd liard... 33 "1

V"rcshl cggs, 1oîd suft...3 6

Freshi cggs, rawv...........2
Fresh cggs, fricd...........33
Sait cufiblh..............2
Salînon trou!t.... ......... î3 i
Qysters, rawv............. .2 hrs. 55 ni.

OYstcr SOUP ....... ....... 332 hlours.

lried oy'sters ............. 3 tIrs.- 15 nm.
Roast beef ............... 3 hours.

Bccfstealk............... 3
Boied beef ............... 3M/
Roast Illutton ............. 3 hrs. 15 m-.
Roast v'cal ............... 4 hours.

BOîIc.d fowl ........ ...... 4
Roast duck. .............. 4 c
Roast pork ............... 5 hrs!ý15 [I.
Sausage ............ 3 hrs. 20 Ilu.

Brcad .............. ..... 3 hrs. 30 ni.
Boiled potatoes ........... 3 hrs. 30 Iu.
Fried p)otatOeS ............ 2 hrs. 30 ni.

l3ol.ed cabbage ........ .... 4 lhOurs.

'I'hie experiments of Dr. Beaumont on bis Canadian were made as
well Iwz Ch. Richet on a mian namied Marcellin upon whorn Surgeon
Verneuil performied a gastric fistula. I do not wish to enter i nto the
details of this case which I mention only on accc3unt of a curious fact
that happened wvith that mnr, Marcellin, a fact showving how hard it is,
sometirnes, to resist the impulse of a passion even in spite of the greatest
obstacles to its gratification.


