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With the breaking up of the winter many eyes arc turnced
to the coming of the bircis, the opening of the buds and the
advance of spring gcnerally, but too tew record tlieir observa-
tions. On account of this lack of înaking a record scarceiy any
two observers agree as to the lateniess or earliness of aniy par-
ticular spring, and thc mviter asks that any botanicai notes con-
sidered wvorthy of insertion should be sent to one of the editors
of the NATURALIST, who wviil sec that thecy are publiicd, if
deemed worthy of publication.

Two causes have power to produce an early spring %vith us.
The chief one is a lighit snov fiali, wvhich requires oniy a fewv
comparatively warm days to ta-,ke it ail off the ground. The
seconid is the absence of severe cold at nigrht wvhich checks the
expansion of the buds and retards the melting of the snowv and
the hieating of the soil. Both these causes have workced together
the past rnonth and the result is an early spring wvithout any
warm days.

In noting the first app'earance of flowers in the eariy days
of spring wve have alwvays selected the saine troc and for
Hepaticas the saine bank, so that aithough others rnay have
noted things earlier our observations refer to absolute heat. Up
to the present time of wvriting the foilowing, flowers have been
seen

Hepatica triloba (May flowver), April 7, 1897; April 14, 1 896;
Acer dasycarpum (Silver maple), April 8, 1897; April 16, 1896;
Ainus incana (Cominon aider), April 11, 1897; April 18, 1896;
Acer rubrum (Red Maple), April 23, delayed by cool wveather;
Ulmus americana (American cli), April 23, deiayed by cuol
weather; Salix candida (Hoary %villow), April 26 ; Populus
tremnuloides (American aspen), April 26; Populus grandidentata
(Large-toothed aspen), April 26; Negundo aceroides (Box eider),
April27
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