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THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

urged me to pray to God to keep me, and
I do.”

“ What was that you had in your jacket
pocket I

“My Testament, which my teacher
grve me. 1 thought (f T did perish, 1
would have thoe word of God close to my
heant,”—So.amen’s Magazme,

THE OBSERVLER.

TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1851.

07 It hax been suggested to us, that if we

Lo fight against human freedom is to fight |

against God; a work in which fallen mun
has long been too successfully engaged.

feeling of their natures, every frec thought
of their intelligences, and every enlightened
decition of their consciences, is adverse to

Human councils and stratagems, however, ' priestly power, and yet they arve held in its
inust all be overthrown, and righteonsnc&s:grip, like a bird in ke fowler's snare.  Men
and truth must prevail over oppression and,can not long continue, thus to think, and
error. 'The believer, resting with esnfidence | fee), and desire in one direction, and at the

on the promises of Lud, sces a day ap-
proaching, when schishness shall be res-
traned, and when vassallage, mental and
pliysical, shall cease. The signs of the
times seem to indicate the rapid approach

a{uf this state of thing.  Every expression

same time will, and act in an oppesite di-
rection.  Iere o rational being is scen to
be at war with himself, and the conflict is
xintolcrublc. It has begun to develope itself
’iu the midst of tize hierarchies of the carth,
and as Bible knowledge increases, as the

!

would give subscribers two oz threa ouths credit,
we might casily double, and perhaps trebls their
numbers, Wo do not doubt, for a moment, but|
that we ight, by such mecans, greatly swell onr|
list; but justice to the publishers, and to those!
who buve paid in advance, forbids ourtaking such
a coursc.  Let it be remembered, thatan increasel
of subscribers is un incrense of cxpense to tho
publishers ; so that the more subscribers we have
the worse are we off, unicss they pay in udvance,
Tho paper is sccure enough on the prepaymenty
system~—on the credit sysiem, it would soon sink |
to the graye of its predecessors. T'lus ought to
be satisfactory to nil who have at heart the dis-
symination of truth.

|

I3* We have not as yet had returns from a|
mumber of vur subscribors.  Have they forgotten
our terms?

)

5" The Rev, Dr. Cramp, of Montreal, has
reeeived an invitation to the Presidency of Aca-,
dia Collegs, Nova Scotia.  We learn that ho wall,
accept the invitation. ) '

of popular fecling which we ave called upon work of God s Spirit in the hearts of men.
to mark, developes the fact, that the musscs,) progresses, the conflict must become more
so long decmed brutish, and vulgar, and and more intense, until human ecclesiasticat
innorant, are nevertheless, in advanct of{Systems are utterly abandoned, and thoso

]
their leaders, on many points; and in mat- | whom Christ has made free are frecindeed.

ters civil and sacred are merely tolerating] Byt we perceive a desperate effort on th

what they see not how to alter, but what part of the priesthood, to retain its power
in their hearts they despise.  What, in en-lyng authority, Fire and sword are not at
lightened lands, at the present day, is thelag, present day, in enlightened lands, the
power of the priesthood? It may indeed, | instruments of ecclesinstical rulers to enforce
in its external aspect, scem imposing and|yheir laws and compel obedience to their
mighty, but it lacks authority in the minds|yumieries; but o resistance of their au-
of men. Teachers may seat themselves ind ghorjpy: is hieresy, and proscription is the lot
the temple of God, and arrogate to them-|of Jim who duves to question their infalli-
selves divine honours, they may sit in Mo- bility. From all this, poor fesh and blood
ses seat, or by virtue of some mysterious, | shrinks back.  And we must not suppose
invisible current of apostolic grace, flowing!yhay this merely refers to the efforts of the

on from geueration to generation, through! pinions of Rome.  They indeed, forge thun-

prelatical tingers, they may seize the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, andopen and shut the

derbalts mare terriflic, than do protestants,
while their system holds out but little hope,

Anegricax Biarr Ustor.—~We learn that this, cates at disere
body, whose object is to give the wordof God,:® . . .
faithfully translated, to all tho natious of the vatth, | atsuch vain assumptions, and the pious heart
heye appointed Rev. 1.1 Fulton as their Agent, is moved with piety.  Such pretensions are
for Michigon and € .ada. The Union har been “tolerated, in some instances, because there

tion; still the intelligent, sueer -

peculintly fortupate in securing the labours of snch
& brother. His expericnce, picty, and talent, fit,
him in an eminent degree for such a work.

Bavrisms.—The ordinance of Christian baptism
was admimstered, in the Baptist Chapel, Bond
Street, Toronto, on the first Lord’s day cvening in
the new year, to three individuals—one male and
two females—on a prof of their faith in the
L.ord Jesus Christ.

We learn, with much pleasure, that alditious by
baptism, have also been made to the churches in
London, Brantford, Gwillimbury, and Montreal,
We shonld be happy, if other churches have been
blessed in a similar manner, to receive intellizence
from thern.
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FROGRESS, AND IT8 OBSTACLES.

"A reflecting mind can searcely fail to
perceive, in the advance of libe vl principles,
the mighty influcace of thr Bible. That
Lok is sapping the founditions of despot-
is(m in all its muyltifafions moditications.

basis of everlasting truth. Every noble

are many hallowed reminiscences associated
with the systems to which such pretensions

belong; while in other instances, they are!jogs earnestress in the same direction.

tolerated simply because men shrink back
from a contesy with the powers by which
they are sustained. Men know not how to
abtain that deliverance from the toils and
trammels of proud ccelesiastics, after which
their souls paut.  They perceive the cvil,
but do not perceive the remedy. Their
fear of burying what is right with what is
wrong in a common grave, the dread of
being denounced as heretics or proscribed
as wanderers from the old paths of hoary
headed orthodoxy, seals many lips, and we
listen to ill-suppressed murmurs, from thou-
sands who only seero to await & ficting oc-
cassion to separate the wheat from the
chaff, and take their stand upon the broad

that salvation will reach many of those who
lare entangled in their net; but they aro
not alone in seeking to centralize power in
the hands of the priesthood  We have,
Prelates, Conferences, Synods, and ecclesi-
astical Councils, all Jooking with more or’
Re-
sist the autMority of an Episcopal Bishop,
and you are a dissenter, or an infidel or
perhaps both!  Resist the authority of the
Annual Conference, and you will be ex-
cluded as a rebel from the connection!  Re-
sist the Synod, and you are stript of your au-
thority to preach to the people, and are
branded as an heretic! Question the le-
~ality, and resist tlie assumed authority of
certain eeclesiastical councils, amongst Con-
gregationalists and Baptists, and you will
be cast out of the syrapathies of these de.
nominations. eAgainst such efforts by pro-
fessed ministers of the gospel, to bring or
to keep God's people in a state of sub-
serviency to themselves, and {o trench on
hallowed' ground, to subvert the indepen-



