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fore which has corne these questions.
Have we decided what side of the
question we will take ? 1 arn persuad-
ed that there are these inseperable ele-
ments of a righteous prosperity for the
individual and the nation. Ail scien-
tille questions, and those wvhich contri-
bute to the welfare of a people, and to
the progress of the world, refleet the
wisdoni and powver of Him who is the
author of ail moral and true religious
essence, and as to the politicai relation
we need but point to the nations both
of the past and present, wvhere an intel-
ligent religious elernent has had its in.
Iluence, and we sec t/iat nation pros-
perous and that people happy, whule on
the other hand nations have fallen and
failed to progress for lack of Christian
force. But perhaps this is not the
time nor place to discuss the political
phase of the situation, but more appro-
priate*y to speak of the religious ele-
ment, yet always bearing in mind the
value and place of the other two it
is the work of the church :it is the
work of the First-day School'to empha-
size ilhe moral and reiigious force of
life, and what a glorious work this is 1
Can we mneasure the value of a ivise
effort, or conceive of the worth of a
prudent mani or wornan engaged in the
promulgation of Purity of Life? Oh,
what an increased power would Christ-
ianity be in the world ; how mucb
greatersinfluence it niight shed u~ere al
its advocaîes united in th;it holy bond
of union and love ; but a lamentable
fact exists that wve are divided. Cari
we hope the liie will ever corne when
churches will be more united ; wben
we can dispel fromi our hearts a]l
prejudice and ill-feeling; when the
Baptist cari baptize in water a littie
more shallow ,when the Episcopalian
can do with a little less formnality; ihe
Presbyterian and Metbodist with a lit-
tle iess cerernony ; when the Quaker
will not be- so formai with his informai-
ity? \Vill the limie ever corne when
the roads ive travel will be so close
together that we may greet eacb other
on the way ? I do flot mnean that ive

niust surrender our faith, nor one prin
ciple of our doctrine, but that we rnay
tear down the iron fences between us
and mark the diverging uines wvith little
beds of roses. Tlhen sin must fall;
then wickedness must succumb to the
mighty sway of Christian weai, for
wvhile we are so disunited we give so
much roorn for the athcisîic critic.
My young Friends 1 appeal to you, and
to myseif, that we mould our lives in
such a maniner that we shahl love
purity, that we shall love unity,
and that we niay dispel f rom our
lives ail things that would defi e us,
and mnake us unfit for our proper stat-
tion in life. Our parents and grand-
parents have done a noble wvork. They
have but tip great institutions, and we
enjoy îhem and they afford us glorions
privileges. We should remernbez themi
with reverence and love, and while they
are with us do ail in our power to make
thern happy. A minister once said in
bis sermon, &&Young men, you are the
hope of our country; young women,
you are the beauîy of our ]and " This
I accept as true, yes, more than true.
For cur young wornen have a large
share in being the hope of our country.
For the influence of women, 1 dare say,
is chirf factor in the civilizing and
Christianizing of the worid. The worid
admires that being whose tenderness is
sufficient 10 sofien the h. rdest heart,
and whose influence is feit in every
good undertaking, and who is a kim
to everything that is lovely, to every-
thing that is noble, to everyhing that
is pure. to everything that is good, to,
everything that is glorious, and ivho is
oniy personifled in that creature, il/w
trite wovzan, she wh<o is gentie as a
May niorning, and as firni as tlie ever-
lasting hbis, for bier very gentienesq is a
barrier agairist the ttmptations of sin
and vice, and to ber belong
the trophies of our temperance
crusade. and by hier must corne the vic-
tory. I ween it must be by her influ-
ence that there must bc moved frorn
within our Capitol ivalîs the bar wvhere
mien-our law-nakers-replenih their
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