
ELOQIJENCE AND POWERl 0F DR. THINIM GUTUIIIE.

DR. GUTIRIaE in the pulpit is wotidorful to the eye as weil as to the
car. He is tat1, wvit1î a- fâce quite peuliar-a face that attracts, you can'-
not toit wvhy; fuit of caraestness, as you look upon it: evory fcature elo-
quent with the miessage hie is delivering, yct witiîal full of shrowdncss andi
sagacity; tho face ot a îîîan whio couid bo consute. with advantage on the
matters of this wvorld, as iveit as on those of the next ; and beneath ait
that, you cati trace a fund of kindioat humior, flashes of whieh escape in-
advcrtentiy now and then, and disport theinselves aînid the soleninities of'
his theme, strangely liîightening the cifect. Than bis action and eiocution
nothing coula bc more iinonotonous. ile sways baekwards and forwards
in bis pulpit, hoe speaks iii an undulating sing-song, not without a certain
ieiody aud rude rhythinic cadence of its- owîî ; and whlîe you sit puzzlcd
with bis pecuiliairities, ,nid inwardly asking yourseif if this is the orator of'
whom you have hecard so nmuch, there is suddenly a sageexcitation on
t'li speaker, bis ari waves, bis oye flashes, his voice rises clear up out of
its lovel, and a startiing thought or illustration hurries your blood like a
trumipet's ciang. Dr, 4xuthrie doos not argue save tlîroug.1h images. He
doos not tlîrow out new 'dîIoughts, but hoe iltustrates and enforces otd ones.
Hoe reads bis Bible with a inarvciousiy vivifying giance; and expressions,
and littie points of narration, ivhicli bis hearer bas been aceustomed !»
pass over with indifference, or accept as niatters of course, are to hlm of
the profoundest significance. Ilis illustrations drawn froni the Oid Testa-
ment histories, are reinarkable for freshness and life. He spcaks of the
butrusiios bonding over the a~rk of _Moses, as if lie had beheid the scene
yesterday. lIc secs DaLvid siing down the boaster of Gatb, and in the
silence of the two armiies hie hears Goliath Laul like a tower. Profèssor
Blackio lias calted himn a -"preaclîing iner." After sermon in the even.
ing you feel yourseif a botter inan; your aspirations are quickencd, your
desires aftcr goodness stiinutated, alttioughi you cannot, ou examination,
find that you have been tauglit any thing, that a single ncw thouglit lias
been rcciveo iiîto your inid, or that ail oppressive doubt lias beon. dissi-
patcd. You lind tiîat no local change lias been wrought, so to speak; but
that the general, health lias beemi improved as by a change of air.

With all lis faine, it ina.y be doubted ivhether Dr. Guthîrie's; greatest
triumis have been -won in the pulpit. Perhaps lie is greater on tue plat-
forni. Ho is rcaliy wortlî secing and hearing twc orssadbgn
to speak in an uncertain and listless manner, having apparently given
the subject no0 previous consideration. The tati swaying fguesen
iii at case; the words pause on the tongue. Hie seenis to feed speechmaking
a very difficuit business. The road elears howcver before him, getting
tcss steny every stcp. Then the eyes kindle in the shrewd swartby
face; a telling anecdote is introduced, ana the audience is in a roar.
When lic gots thorouglily into bis subjeet hoe plays with it like a kitten
*witli a bail of worstcd; lie turns it round and round, surveys it from


