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question in the background, on the plea that soiine reputation or
other wvas being impuigneci by suchi discussion, or the policy of
somne coimmiittee or otiier wvas being, trcated disloyally. In a
current numiiber of the Christian Uniioît the followinîg lias
appeared frorn the pen of Professor Hervey, whlîih is vell
wvorthy peruisal, by tie niembers of the Protestant Coinmittee,
in în'esence of tue recoinmiendation of their sub-coinniittee on
Eleinentary Education, IlFifty years Iigo," as lie says, Ilthe
training of the teachers in this country wvas inii nuchi the saine
condition as it hiad been -Nvheni the office of the teacher first
1)ecaie dlifferentiated fromi that of parson, two huîidred years
before. Tiiere wvas nothingr of the kind attempted or thought
of. Teachers hiad only to be born; tiiere wvas no thoughlt that
tlîey muiist also be madle. The idea that teacliers iînust be
trained hias been of slow growth. And whule the chargre brought

byHorace Mann against parents of lus dlay, tliat they wouild
ccsufrer thieir childrenl to gro to sehool throughl a wvle winter
withouit asking whetlier they were fed either intellectually or
niorally with 'anythingc better tlian the east wind,-" cannot
1be urgred iu these days in precisely the saine forîn, it nmay stili
be urgred ag nist those parents wvho regard the scanty fare as
sufficie- athe professional training of their clîildren's teachers.
It is cremiely interesting, and a trifle discouragqciiîg, Vo nlote
the fact that Horace Mann and Andrewv S. Dra-,per.-two mn
whose distinguished services for Mie cause of publie education
wvon for thein a national reputation, both lawyers, and botlî
hiolding the chief post of responsibility for public education iii
their respective states-not only founld the saine probleins, but
caine to the saine conclunsion as Vo the shortest way Vo their
solution.

"Without good teachers there cannot be grood schools; and
we have as littie righit to expeet grood teachers without adoptingr
mneans Vo prepare thein as we liave to expect beautiful gardens
axîd cultivated fields Vo spring, up spontaneously iii the wvilder-
ness," said Horace Mann in 1842. 1'We inay continue to
talkz of innunuerable things, but notb.ing can be of such suprenie
importance as the institution of efficient agencies for the
proînotilig of the training of professional teachers," said Judge
Draper forty-nine years later. Both statements are palpably
true; each wvas in its time equally necessary. For.to-day, of
the four huindlredl thousatnd teacheys in the United States, only
a smnall proportion have received the slightest professional
training' to-day, at least, one state east of Mississippi and north
of Mason and Dixon's hune hias failed to provide, as a state, a
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