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the coneciousuess that there is, underlying all this perplexing and humiliating
diversity, an essential oneness of spirit and desire, out of which spring occa-
sional indications of oneness that are visible. Aund I do not know sny as-
pect in which the Christian Church universal so really appears to be one in
sentiment, aim and honest effort as in its noble work through the Bible
Suciety. In this organization, at least, we have to thank God the Church
does appear to be the one angel, vne heavenly messenger carrying to all mau-
kind one heavenly message. By means of this honoured organization, the
Presbyterian and the Methodist, the Episcopalian and the Baptist, hand vut
one and the same volume, and they hand it out to every person under hea-
ven as the very best gift they can bestow ; and, when the person receiving it
opens it he finds much about God and eternity, much about the soul and its
sins, about Christ and His salvation, but not a syllable about denominations.
In this God-like effort alone all christians stand before the whole world in
perfect catholic unity, vne *¢ angel,” one mighty messenger of grace, bearing
heaven’s glad tidings to the ignorant, sinning and perishing human family.
In the language in whicn the apostolic pen wrote the original of our text,
there is a wonderful unity of idea expressed, the words ¢ wagel,” ¢ gospel, ’
and ‘‘preach ” being all derivatives of the same Greck rovt—making the
sentence run thus : ““ A mighty «nged having the everlasting crangel to etan-
gelize them that dwell on the earth.”

Our text having shotvn us what the Church ought to be—one angel, shows
us also what the Church should du-—evangelize the world with the everlast-
ing evangel.

With these remarks on the yenerdal aspect of the passage before ve, permit e
new to attempt a short analysis of it.

In this apocalyptic picture, we have—

I Tue Cowmissiox, Prack, AND WORK oF THE ONE GREAT CHRISTIIN
AGENCY—THE Livine CHURCH OF CHRIST.

(1.) The Commission anthorising the Church’s action is apparent in the
name ‘‘ Angel,” a name suggesting at ence the idea of a messenger appointed
by the Most High Himself, with a special message to mankind.  Angels do
not act on their own respensibility and of their own accord ; the name, there-
fure, excludes all 1dea of one going « v working on his own autherity. AsGed
Almighty alome ean commission holy angels, so He alone ean commission the
Church ; the Church is composed of those “called out” by God, such being
the meaning of the original vord; every believer, being aliving member of
the Christ-Body, has been necessarily © called out” to the active ministry of
the Christ-Truth in some w/ay ; cvery Christian, being by regeneration ready
for heaven, and hoaven beiny ready for him, there can be but one conceiv-
able reason why he should abide in this world of sin—to be a witness for tind,
« messenger of mercy, a minister of grace amongst the lost. Few Christians
are *‘callod ” to, or fitted for ecelrsiastical oflice, few for the work of preach-
ing au{ weaching publicly, but every one is called to ccangelize somehow ard -
sonewiere ; while there be men specially gualitied for and commissioned 1o
the officisl work of the overscer and teacher, the bishop and deacon, «ll
Christians are called with ““an holy calling,” «dl Christians constitute the *che-
sen generation, royal priesthood, holy nation, peculiar (purchased) peopte,”
whose use is to ““ shew forth the praises (virtues) of Him who hath caned
them out ot darkness into His marvellous light ;" to «ll believers this great
commissivn applies, ** The Spirit and the Bride say, come; and let him that
hieareth say, come,” far the gracious call of Gud in the heart is the real call
to gospel ministry ; the poor woman of Samaria, telling her story to the men
in the streets of Sychar, as realiy as Peter standing in the court of the tem-
ple delivering his apostolic message to Jerusalen sinners, en the day of Pen-
tecast, is part of the ‘“mighty angel” .

(2). As to the Pivee of the Church in her works it is, saith our text, “in
the midst of heaven,”—aun expression which I take to teach that the




