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nigh to this star, aud enlighten and warm yourselves with the holy love of
the Apostles, for T tell you that this preaching of the Apostles is u more im-
mediate Word of God thuu the preaching of the greatest and best of the Vopes
who liwve ever lived.

“When they talk of the ypeken Word, T ask, Does, then, the word of the
Bishop of Rome reach us in any other thana writton forin ¢ Are the < notes’
un Holy Scripture spedeens for the masses; or do not they also get into the
hands of the fuithful as writfre docmmnents ¢ Unless the fuithind may receive
the writtens Word, we are ever in the presence of the sume ditliculties,

“ The secoud portion of the New Testument is distinguished by this pecu-
Harity—the sucred writers have striven to reproduce the discourses of vur
Lord in their truest expression, as far as they could remewber them,® and
with coaplete self-renunciation. Draw near to this teaching; it is as
though we were entering our Father’s house, and Hstening to our Futher’s
voice.  All thase wondreus and  affecting words of Jesus Christ in the Sor-
mon on the Monnt are addressed directly to cuch one of you, and no one
has the right tostep between you and them, and prevent you from hearing
for yourselves these words of Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount.

¢ Here the sin of prohibiting the reading of the Bible appears in a still
stronger light.  Whuat can the reason be which induces Rume to seck to
suver believers from the Holy Scriptures 2 Cardinal Wiseman has betrayed
the sceret. He suys the prohibition of the reuding of the Scripture is the
sreighold of the Clateel®s waify. Let the faithful bat read the Scriptures,
and the govermnent of the Church will tuinble to pieces, insabuordination will
enter, and self-sufficiency and pride take the place of hnwility and doecility.
No doubt #vs unity of the Chureh, which denies the true Church of Jesas
Christ, this desputie unity would be destroyed.  For when the Pope main-
tains that, as Christ’s vicar o carth, he has the right of weuring the triple
rown,of causing himself to be borne abuut by his feilow-nen, thenmost assur-
elly he cannot allow the faithful to read the Seriptures, with which sl «
vicarship is absolutely inompatible. When the Pope proclaims that, as the
vicar of Jesus Christ, he s the judge of all men upon carth, then assuredly
the fuithful may not read that Christ s«id, ¢ 1 cawe nuot to Judge the world,
hut tn save the world’—io seck and to save that which was lost. The Pope
has as little right to judge o Christiun brother, as that brother has the right,
supposing himn €0 huve reerumized iun the Popea brother, to judge Lim.
The words ¢ Judge nuot, thut ye e ot Judged” bobd gond for the Pope as for
everybody else.  God only sees, and God alone has the right to judge what
transpires in the intavst soul of wan. When the Scriptures tell us thut the
bond hetween man and God is witheut hwna: wedistion, that it ir
the Father who draws to the S ; and when Paul, placing himscelf on this
foundation, exclaims ¢ Whe shall separate us from the love of Christ 17 and
then, after having enunerated all the eivinents which wesken ansd destroy
this bund, declares trimmphancly, *¢ In wll these things we are more than enn-
querors, through Him that loved us’—when thaf can be read in the Holy
Scriptures, and the Pope amintains that Jo: can separate us from  the love
of Christ by a malcdictory Bull, then certainly he dves well in prohibiting
the reading of the Holy Seriptures.

‘ This, then, is what I say, Whenever the voice of the Liord is heard, ap-
prosch and listen to that veice.  When we ook for nlp from a fellow-inon,
merely to sue hita dves not inspire us with full assurance. But when we hear
his voice, burne by the love of an upright heart, then onr hope becomes
contidence, and we shout for joy.  For this reuson Joehn the Baptist, regard-
ing hitmself as the bridegroan’s fié i, eried, ¢ The friend of the bridegroom
Tejriceth greatly, becanse of the bridvyreora’s volee.” But we are the Lord's
brid: ; what then must the juy of the bride be when she hears His voice, the
voice of her own Bridegrosm ¢

* <Al Seripfure ixogdven by dnspiration of Ged.™ 2 Tin §if 160 Holy men o Gnd
spake n<they woere moved by the Haole Chest™ 2 Pt 10 21




