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others buildings but appeared to cdaimi no superiority. Railler it
assurned an aspect of grace and mildness as pointing up to H-ea-
yen it gave a direction to ail ivlho might see and a ivarning to
suchi as woutd tend their ears. The tiny crucifix stood in strong
contrast to the seemingly %vonderful scenes round about us and
yet its stili imipressiveness robbed themn of ail their powver and in-
fluence because it turned our minds to God wvhc had created ilhem
by His XWord and w~ould destroy themn by the saine means. And
as this strangze, fearful, disturbing feeling peassed ilhrough us, w~e
began to wonder hoiv' niany of the busy inhabitants took heed of
that warning. how inany recognied the significance of the cross,
and liowv many t'oui ini it hope and consolation-
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Advice of Polonius te Laertes.

He object of this essay is not to enflarge upon the maxims

which Polonius gave bis son on parting, but to considerL whether thev are to bc regarcled as a ver%. hi;gh strain of
morality, or cnrl h Llcreo ol experience.

Let us first, consider the relative importance of the speech; secon-

d!%y, its substance; and. lastly, the character of the speaker.
We learn in rhetoric, that "'the dr:ima is a formi of nzarrative

xvherein the characters speal for themiselves, makinýzg the story, as

it wvere, before our eyes." Aga~in, %ve are told that ''everv part
must contribute clearly andi obviously to the completeci whole;"
zind, still furtiler, thiat ''thie characters must mianifest thernselves

by more pointed language than iii the niovel." Fron this, it is

evident that the wvords of Polonius, under consideration, play anl

important part in nmaking lup the sumi total ot bis character. They
wvere uttered on the occasion of Laertes' departure fromi home, and

entrance into the wvide wvorld of allairs. It 'vas surely a serious

moment for both failier and son. More serious, indeed, than the

occasion on which Ophelia is cautioned to beware of Hamilet. The
first instance %vas regarded by Polonius as an event in bis qon's

life; the second as a mere frivolity of youth. In both these cases


