
te testify to their divine inspiration, and to rescue thern frein
the douibt thrcovn over their identity by lapse of time and by
cri ticismn. It was not until thi f'iurth contury wvhen the Pope
assembled in eouncil with the Bisheuts of the world and assist-
cd by the spi rit of Truth, proclaimed the Gtospels, aswe Cat>he-
lies have tham now, te bc Lhie ini,)ir-ed word of G;od, that the
Christian pople eould kriow beyond (loubt wiat was the Gos-

pel and whiat 'vas net. Nowv think you thuat the lleart of
lesus did flot love bis chosen ones %vith a. deeper love than

that wvhich could allow IIim te Icave themn for threce centuries
iii the dark wvith regard to a book from wvhich. atone, they were
te learn His 'Religion ? Oh, surely, if onfy the written Gospel
had been in lus minci the IRule cf Faith. lie would never have
loft is people se long in deubt as te %vlieh writings did and
and whiehi did net belongr te the inspired Volume.

Let us advancA further still, and we will sec that net only
for three centuries but fDr ene thousand four liundred years the
CJhristian world -,t large had net te de withcut the Bible alone
as aRIule cf Faith. This may scem strange, but it is neverthe-
lcss truc. For 'emcrniber wve have said the Rale cf Faith must
be withini easy reach cf every one. Now before the invention
cf the art cf printing, about four hundred years age, the, Bible
'vas an exccedingwly rare and costly bock. It was net cf easy
access te ail. Nay'1 mon -wbo expert at figures tell us it
would have required a, respectable fortune te, procure oneself a
Bible, and thata lifetine would -have been necessary te write
eut a ccpy. Would net $8000 be a ra ther exorbitant price for
the IRule cf Faith? liewever if the poor man in these days
wishcd te kcep it beneath his roof iu the shape cf the Bible,
and earned the value cf a dollar a daiy, he would have had te
wvcrk and hoard up bis mono'- for mnore than 20 yearS before
he could cemply withi the solemu obligatien efha.vir.g the rule
cf faith, even at that respectable price. But lot us suppose
that every man, -%veman anid child had a oopy cf the Bible, al-
though it is sure that net one ini ten thousand-not o fe in
twcnty thousand--had the lIoly Bock. 0f what us'e would
the thirteen hundred chapters, and the thirty-feur thousand
verses, cf the Bible have beon te -these peopleo? None at ail,
because thcy did net knew how te read. Why! in those day,,s
readinr wvas an accomplishmcnt that every ioyalty disdained.
If, in this ninotcenth century cf ours which bousts cf its en.


