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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

considerable height. If the weather is calm, their
movements are continued during the hounrs of
darkness, and at such times the noise produced
by their wings is sometimes heard at a consider-
able distance.

Tho nest of the robin is composed-of leaves,
straw, moss, wool, cotton rags, paper, and grass,
plastered inside with mad, and lined with fino
dry grass. The eggs are generally four in num-
ber, and of a light green colour. It fecds on
various kinds of worms, inseots and their pro-
duace, as well as on various species of seeds and
small ripe fruit; and at the time when currants
and cherries are ready for use, it must bs admit-
ted that itis not fricndly to tho interests of the
farmer in either town or country. Bat in the
spring it may often be seen in the fields following
the plough, and feeding on those lower forms of
snimal life which, if left to remsin and increass,
would be very detrimental to the interests of the
agriculturist. The following sketch will convey
to the mind of the reader a lively and natural de-
scription of the robin when searching for its
morniug meal in the early summer hours:—
“Watch an oid robin pounce down on a lawn or
pasture moistened with dew orrain. At first he
stands motionless, apparently thinking of nothing
¢t all, his eye vacant, or with an unmeaning
gaze. Saddenly he bends his ear on one side,
makes a glancing sort of dart with his head and
neck, gives perhaps one or two hops, and then
stops again, listeniog with attention, and his eye
glistening with animation. His beak almost
touches the ground ; he draws back his head, asaf
to make a defermined pick. Again he pauses
=nd listens, and 2gain hops a few sleps, scarcely
moving hit posibion, then is once more motion-
less as = stnffed bird  Bat he knows well what
he is about, for after apother moment's pause,
having ascertained that all is right, he picks
awny with might aad msin, and soon draws out
a large wormn, which his fine sense of heanng had
informed him was not far off, and wlich his hops
and previous picking had attracted to the surface,
to escape what the poor worm thought might be
his undergronnd epemy, the mole.” The robin
is nine inches in length, and its plumage, though
not the most attractive, is nevertheless not de-
void of beauty. The breast of the male is of a
beautifal red, the lower parts are whitish, or ash
coloar, and the upper psris of the wings, body,
and tail aro of a light brown, or carthy hue, the
head is blackish, the cyes are encircled witha
ring of white, and tho beak is yellow.

Tae wire-worm las mede a raid upon a ten-
acre field of White Russian wheat, owned by
David Heary, of Ramssy, Lanark county, and
entirely destroyed one-half of it.

Iz is remarkable that more pears aro not plant-
od. They are essy of culiure, and always com-
mapd ready sale a8 high prices. It is not often
that they go lower than §1 or §2 per bashel, and
thoy usuaily bring from $4 to $10 per bushel, if
choice.

Ax Dlinois farmer hixs found a way of gelting
three prioes for his pork. He has built a curing
house, and crealed & market st his own door for
the smoked meat, at fifteen cenls per pound. Of
course tho curing procees is managed soas to tura
ont first-class bacon and hams.

+ 1 sgx the collars of your new hamess are (eo
large for your team.” ** Yes, Dut I have cight
horses of different sizes, and when Ibuy s harness
I mast get collars that can be ased on tho eatire
hord of eight.” As I observed the scars on the
shoulders of his team X wondered how his family
of boys would like to wesr the samo sized boots,
from Johnoy, six yesrs old, up to William, sge
thirty fiva Tharlm A Green, in . Y Tribuss.

CURRENT NEWS ITEMS.

Tracrs of land have been allotted to the Scot-
tish, Ontario and Manitoba, and the Primitive
Mothodist Colonization Company.

A sxuxk hunt is an innovation amongst sports-
men at Rat Portage. The attiro is a novel one,
being an oilskin suit. The hunt got on the wrong
scent in a chase last week.

Mun. Joux McQueex has sold his farm, lot 22,
8rd con. of Stanley, to Mr. Petor Campbell, of
Clinton, for the sum of £6,000. This is an ex-
cellent farm, containing about sixty acres cleared
and forty of bush.

Toree children in the township of Grey
climbed into an oat bin on the 17th ult. The lid
closed ypon thum and got fastened, and when the
hired man opened the bin to feed the borses, he
found the children dead.

Tae Stirling News-Argus says: ¢ My, James W.
| Butler has left at this office a potato leaf which
measares no less than G} inches in length, ex-
clusivo of the stem, by 5% inches in breadth. It
is from an Early Vermonter vine, and would feed
a family of bugs nearly the wholo season.”

A raruer on the fourth line of Nottewasaga is
the owner of a ewe which recently dropped a
lamb. The lamb grew and waxed in strength for
nearly two weeks, when lo! anotber lambkin
came to share hispleasures. The farmer expects
that the ewe will keep on, and that he will have
a large flock before the fall.

Trs Midland District correspondent of the
Lindsay Post says: * A trio of young men went
fishing the other Sunday on the Nottawasaga
river, and captured one sturgeon; the bait they
used is new to all anglers, and ought to be put on
record, being a silver hall-dollar. The bait has
to be renewed every fresh fish hauled in."

Tuere was great destruction of property caused
by tornados in several States of the Union, espe-
cially in the State of Ohio, recently. Helf the
town of Grinnell, Jowa, was laid in ruins, sixty-
four persons being killed, and over 146 wounded.
There was great destruction of life and property
also in several other towns in the State, as well
as in several other States.

A vERY eccantric man was Andrew Herster, who
has just died in Easton, Pa- He never saw a
steamskip or s large sailing vessel ; he never rode
cither by z&il or on stree$ cars, but he made over
$250,000 by cattle dealing.  In death his eccen-
tricity remained, for he left four-fifths of his pro-
perty to one som, and cut off his other five
children with next to nothing. :

M=, Gro. BurxerT, of the 16th concession of
Howick, sold seven head of cattle lately weighing
as follows: 1,615, 1,550, 1,520, 1,480, 1,265,
1,355, and 1,850 pounds.—Also essras. Wm.
Wallace and James Sudden, of the 17th conces-
sion, sold four head; the former three hesd
weighing 1,545, 1,400, and 1,805 pounds, and
the latter ono head weighing 1,365 pounds.

A Nzw Yoze butter and egg firm hsas just got
into troubls throogh conuting its eggs before they
were 1aid. It calculated on a big egg crop, and
contracted to deliver 100,000 dozen oggs at 143,
16, and 161 cents per dozen. Bul tho weather
wen$ back on the hens, and the hens went back
on tho eggs, and the firm went back on its con:
tract. Now 21l partios are laying around cackling
sbont the westher.

A »00sTEZR Was missing from a fsrmya~d in

Virginis for noarly three weeks.  Atlsst the cook
said. “He in de well; I hear him crow dowa
dar” A man wont down with a light and

brought up a rooster so thin that the light shone
through him—{cathers and all, but ho was alive,

amd though scsroaly able to walk, was around

next day as chirk as over. He stood on a jutting
rock in the well, unable to fly out.

A suonr time ago a wood pile near the residence
of W. H. MoNeil, Lansdowne, was discovered on
fire eerly in the forenoon. As no fire had been
burning anywhere near the wood, it was quite a
mystery how it started ; but investigation proved
that it was caused by the heat of the sun reflected
from some milk pans standing outside the kitchen
door near the wood pite. To make the matter
sure, the refloction was thrown on another part of
the pile, and a fire soon-started.

A Frexcn officer of hussars quartered in the
east of Francs, recently rode his mare from gar-
ricon to Paris, 100 miles, in twelve hours, After
resting two hours, ho took her to the show
grounds of a large exhibition, and she pranced
around the arens, apparently nearly as fresh as
if she had not gone through such a sovecre per-
formance. This is most extraordinary—her not
seeming subsequently much fatigued by so long
and quick a race. Horses have repeatedly been
ridden or driven 100 miles within the time
named, and even & shorter one ; bat they showed '
grea$ exhaustion afterward, and sometimes were
ruined or even killed by it. At best it is a
hazardous and cruel force-put.—2N. Y. Tribune.

Frox the Monthly Westher Roview for May,
issued by the Dominion Meteorological Society,
it seems that there was more sunshine at Winni-
peg during that month than at any other place
in Canada. Constant sunshine is represented by
1, and the following is given as the mean propor-
tion for the month at the principal points of ob-
servation :—Winnipeg, 0.58; Woodstock, 0.45;
Toronto, 0.51; Montreal, 0.48; Fredcricton,
0.52; Sydney, 0.46. The maximum daily
amount of sunshine was :— Winnipeg, 11th, 0.95;
Woodstock, 15th and 29th, 0.85; Toronto, 29th,
0.94; Montreal, 7th, 0.99; Fredericton, 6th,
0.97; Sydaey, 6th, 0.95. The number of duys
completely clouded was:—Winnipeg, 2; Wood-
stock, 7; Toronto, 5; Montreal, 4; Fredericton,
4, Sydney, 8.
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Theundersignod cs tbe publiaation of VoL1. of the * Oatario
Agricaltural mitsioa R "~ which it a condensation of the facts
as given at {oll Jleagth in the five resmaining vlumes. Ia this voloome,
cocpletc in itzclf, will be fouzd the reaslis roached by the Coamis-
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dairyman, live stock dealer, froit g » boe keeper, gard ac.
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esiry and agrcslicre: :m«::.aaanovs aw" benchcial: insectivorous
bards, bes kerpiag, pockry and cgws . gencral fasung, dairyizg s

reading ¢ saltin wai.. spricul - artibcial mangor
£pecial Crops—i1ncizdmg fax, tobacco, beaas and sorghum: a.—neuku:i
odacatioa and {arm accounts . moteorolopy - the Maikoka districe :
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Commission. The wholeforminga work

Indispensable to every Fammer, and which only re-
quires to be seen to be appreciated.
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2re mary of the éetails eatarnd into thay each c_hxi:rc Zay alzt be
oontiderod a text-book of hand-book on the calar subject concern-
jag whichiztreazs. . . lsprofaxly ﬂm«d.' 3 the engrav-
ings will no Coalr be nsefnl in guidiag mrny readers to a clearer com-
preheasion of the text than they woald otherwise oxzin.™
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