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A short tume mgo soa ai the Presbyter.
ian papiers on the othar sida ai the fina
wrcstled îvitb the question, What sboaîld a
Gancrai Assembly ha andi do? Whal a
General Assembly shoîtiti ha is a probleni
iltat nocid nat bc discusseci farther thon ta
say tbat the Suprrne Court of a l>resbytcr-
inn Churcb shouiti ha goad. In fact wa
shouid ail b t gooti, whether weare membars
ai the Asscmibly or niai. Goodness is the
quaiity most needed la the humn tamlly at
ail limas. Lille a motion ta adîmurn, goond-
nessis aiwmys in aider. WVe need money
bmdly enougli, wc neeti learning, wc neeti
worklng power, sanie ai us neeti more com-
mon sense, but ave neeti goodnass more than
wc neeti nny ai these tbings. Gooducss Is
the greatast power la the Church or in the
avoriti. A littie mare gooctnaess wouid flot
hurt our politics at the proe t tîne.

What a Gencral Assembly shotîlt do at
any given lime must ha datarmincti by dir
cunistances. WVbat il usualty doas is emsily
stated. tî revlcws the work oftthapast year,
fixes up the machlnery a fini1e, ati culs out
more work for the next yaar. SametInies il
doas ibis quickiy and sometimnes stowiy,
soroctîmes wisaly, and somnelimes atherwisc.
It avoulti neyer do for a Genarai Assembiy ta
ha pertect A perfect Assemhly would go
right tbraugh the standards. Tht Suprema
Court must lways ha loyal ta the standards,'
even wben thase venerabia symnbols say that
perfection cannat ha attaîneti ln ibis Ille.
Most ai us cao live up ta that particular
doctrine.

The Homne Mission Committea talîs theAs-
senibly what tbay hava rime la their vasi fieldi
during the Vent. They aisa tait the Fathers
and brethoan bow much money îhey have
spent anti bow mucb they avant for ne.',t year.
Thcy close thair report with sartie recom-
mandations in the way ai lmproving the
Homne Missia.. machine. The tlome Mts
sian machine is nlot wlcked like the poltical
machin. * The Fathers anti breibren listea
ta tht report rcspectfully ai course, but as
tbay bave alraady rend the avboic tbing andi
stuulied it cnraiuily, andi maîketi parmgraphis
on whlcb they intend l'"t0 say somethln,'
thay do nlot neeti ta work as bard la the
lising tint ad; people soînetimes bave ta
wouk la llstaalng ta sermons. Usually tht
report Is raceivati, ils recommendatuons
aélopteil, thanlcs given ta the committec,
' especially te the coavener," anti thc As-

sembly finishas ils Homne Mission work.
Dolng atl this is easy compareti with travel-
ling avar tht rocks lia Muskaka, or driving
over the prairies an a buckboard. Vie have
travahlei betaveen stations on tht indepenci
dent railwmy , vieknow ait about tht Ion.
sîruct!On ai corduroy bridges ; ave hava
preachati la ai ieast ana church that avas
watt ventilaîed btcause the roof avas a trac
top anti the building bati no sides iwe hava
secu others doing Home Mission wark
under a great varlety ai circunistances, andi
ave do honcstiy declare that the casiesi place
in the Cburcb ta work tht Home field us îa)
the Geacrai Asstmbiy.

Tht Foreign Mission Coînnittce repaît
ta tht Assembly what thay dîid la thair var-
bous fields during tht yeat, gîve the number
ai thoir mis5ionarias, and othar laborers tll
bow thecir balace stands anti say how mucb
monay they avoulti like for future aperaîlons.
Tbey also usually suggest saine changes ln
the macbinary. As tha yeais go by and the
Churcb moves an, Dow or aitered c onditions
aiways damanti somte adjustments af tht
Cbuîcb machine ta evar changing circitn-
stances. Of course tht Suprema Court
givas praper attention ta the Foreign work.
But alter al], bow mauch cati the average
mani do for Foreign work beyond payine and
praylng ? The work Is canfesstdly ditflcutt.
New probtenis arc continuntly arising.

Mucb af the knawlcdge neccssary for'the
solution of these probiams is speclùl-not
merely speclai as regards the whoic work,
but speclal ini regard ta the particular ield
In which the problcmn mny hnae arisen.
The ensiest and best way ta do Forcigu Mis-
sion wark is ta aliow the committee to
attend ta It.

Tbere Is no place in the Cburcb la whicb
It is sa easy ta train students for the mlnlstry
asin the General Assenibly. Whcn the callege
reports are rend ail a member has ta do ls
just rise and niake a littia speech on coilege
wcrk. Telling the professors what thcy
aught and ought nlot ta do is about the saine
thing as tecling a pastor how hae ougbt or
ought nlot tg preach,-how lie should or
should not do bis pastoral work. We ail en-
joy bomilies fram our parishiloners on the
manner la whicb we should dlscharge pulpit
and pastoral duty, and it wouid be selfish ta
withbold similar eCoient from, aur pro-
fessors.

The Augmentation people teli the As.
sembly baw tbey are getting an. Somne-
times thec Assermbly heips thern lu their
labors by puttlug a few congregations on the
Iist as "' speclal cases," and membars ai
future Assemblies abject ta these special
cases and threatcn ta witbdraw support
from the fund because these special cases
are there. There Is no place in.wbich a
man can work tbe Augmentation scbeme sa
easlly as fram bis seat ln tbe General A %.
sembly. It is almost as easy as sltting in a
cusblaoed pcw la church and saying baw
sermons ougbî ta be made and preacbed.

VI the other commnittees tell the Supremne
Court wbat tbey did, and the Assemnbly dues
is pirt by atttending ta tbe reports. Far
be il fram us ta say that thi3 annual revicw
of work donc is unnecessary. It Is absoluta-
ly essential ta tbe very existence af the
Cburcb. The Cburch must do it or die. Let
us ail be thankiol tbat critlcizing, receivlng
and adopting reports is such easy work. If
these exercises were as bard as doing the
work passedl upan niost af us wouid be in aur
graves or on tbe .Vged and Infirm mini-
ters' Fund.

1.E.D.J.3iDY LL IS
AIJNMTELA AD*I A MAÀV.*

At the very close ai the Otd Testament
era ibis statemant Is made as ta God's falth.
fui people: ilTben tbey that feared the Lird
spake with anc another, and tbe L,)rd beark-
ened and beard. and a book ofiremnembrance
ivas writtan befora bimn for them that feared
the Lqtd and that thaugbt upon bis name1
In a quarter of a century Gad bas Riven Us
but one sucb crait ta refltctian as this in the
breakinig of the pastoral tie. \Vbat Is tbe
essence and burden af the cal? Beyood
ail question tbe most outstan ding tact in the
teminiscence ai tbe iast twentV years is tbe
persnnalty of aur minister.

Now we want ta speak and tbiok af hlmn
)ust ashba was for aur own sakes, and for the
great love ha bore ta us, and the wcl
grounded lave we hart for bim. Vie bave
read and beard much of tbe admiration and
affecîijn witb wbich our departed pastar
was regarded far and vrille. The press and
pulpit of tbe wbale land have raised tbeir
voi<f-p and that a mlgbty *,olce. sounding
loud and deep, aveui from the remotest cast
and west. as thougb tbe far-aif murmur ai
tbe Atlantic and the Paciic sbore badl iallen
upon aur cars. And friands bave been witb
us. and irlht well bave they spokea of himn
wbomn they laved and bonored. But syni
patiziog witb us though tbey did, and
speakIa2Y truc and kindly words, tbey were
yct Dlot ai bis flîck, Dat oi bis bausebold ;
tbav canoot sound the depîhs of aur pecuilar
grief, or risc ta tbe beigbts af aur peculiar
loy. We were bis In the great work and
achievement ai bis Ile ; and bie was ourF,
with sameibing of tbe davotion af an army
ta its leader, witb something ai the rever-
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ence ai a famliy towards its hend,wtith
somcethine ai the layalîy of a clan ta Is
chicitain.

And is h flont sll ours, though In a salut-
what changedt relation? I)aes nat the
change onîy show how strog and sture Is the
bond tbat binds us ta him, aven though wc
are aaw linkcd withbinm by mcmnory atane,
and bave no more with us the sound af hi.
valce, or the glcamn af bis eye, or the totîch
ai bis band?

How close and bindlng Is the tic wihlch
united us ta hlmt wv bave ail fait. fi was
pcrhaps mast straagly braught out la oua of
thase critical instances which Illustrate char-
acter, and distingulsh a fle or a career.
Two years mga, just ane bout aiter that Ilght
hadl suddeniy gane aut whicb had giaddenad
and adarnaci bis flie, It wvas suggcsted lu
him that we wouid bc able ta bave the Goad
Friday marning's service perfarmied \vIthout
bis presence, and hae said simpiy, " Why
shauid I flot go ? 1 sbauld fllke ta ba %vla
mny people." Greater lave than tbis couid
no minîster bave for bis coogregation.

Io laoklog back upon tbe Illfe and work
of aur mlnister, what do we fiod ?

Let us sec. BE was an claquent niant
hae preacbcd beautiful sermons ; ho was
popuilar, and hart a vary attractive personai.
1ty; bae was in short a man ta ba aroud af as
a miaister. But this Is surely nat thc
whole or the main uticomne ai a quarter aI a
century ai service.

What wouid bie himseit desire that wa
sbouid fInd? Though hae deprecatcd nitre
admiration, lie, like every other strong
nature, craved influence. What izives a man
personal influence? His moving thougbts
and bis strongest imitable quiid~es. Wbat
were such clamants af In fluence la hlm ?

Vie shail naed ta study the muan lovingly
and critically ta gain the bast lassons ai is
life. For the qualties that made tans ai
tbousands.mourn bis untimely end did nlOt
tic on the surface, but rallber shane 11hrocr/:
il ironi deep lying sources within.

Here wa can anly makre a selection. MIr.
Macdonnall's greatest work was donc in the
puipit. How shahl we expiain bis power ?
Not frani bis intellectual endowmcnts atone,
for pe. haps bis moral qualities ware greater.
As a preacher ha had ' sucb obviaus gis as
culture, style, judgment, passion. But we
may single out one cbaractarîsîic dis most
comprehlensive. I men bis tlizr si/a(cdnesj.
lie was distinguished espacially for bis
power la twa directions lai expoundiog
God's word, and lia bandling the grant
thames of God's providence. la bath dtrec-
tions ha was scbolatly and practical, simple,
clear and protaund. Tua secret ai bis grat.
ness was that hae saw tbiogs sa dlearly la
thaîr intrinsic charactar and in their reln-
tians. Ciearness ai mental and spiritual
vision impiies bath insight and foresigbî.
Insigbt made hlm a grat interpreter. Ia.
sigbt and forasight combined made hlm'a
propbct. But thesa gits ware as nîucb the
resuit ai study as af naturai endowmscn,. Nu
tralocd student couid sit under hlmn and belli
bis expositions wîtbout feeling that a prac.
tical master was deallng witb each subjcî.
Hts knowladge ai the original langqages ai
the Bible, acquired trn early yaars, was caon-
tinually utilized as an instrument. But ho-
causa ba regarded it chiefly as an instru-
ment, hae was careful not ta obtrude it white
glv.ng the rich resuits ta us, bis pup1ls.

I'arbaps lie waclded greatar popular eflcî
ia dcaling with themas ai redemption aod
graca. Boe the larger qualities ai mlod
anid souf found ample play. Wbnt broad
and proiannd vîews ha impressad upon -us
wlth regard ta the essential cbaracter'of
God-not the God ai the schools or ai the
clasbing crceds, but the God af Pevelation
and ai Hlistary, the God ai the united con.
sent ai the prayers and hymus af Chris.
tendemi 1 Wbat truc and heiplul vicws aiso
ofiman-of apan'as wcak, sînful and slnalng,
and there/ore ail the more the abject ai the
plty and redaamlog graca ai Gadi fBut the
theme that scmcd ta bie dearest ta hlmt,
encrglzing mind and soul aad body, was the
meceting and reconcitiation ai God and ran

t-Ibrug tha Gad.nîau,' the Christ. Hissert.
mious an the aiamaient nants are worth 1
library ai ciment theologîcai hratises, foi
ItasIglits (or cogency, for Inspiration. "The
simple titngi" ha said, "are the grtaj
thinga In divine mîolive aud nction as wtll
ai la huimaa li1e. Tha simple trulli ai th
atonlement sa the love that gava us tht
Saviaur,11 Thtis supereiniint tact dwatied
aU otaiers la hi. vlow ; and tharefore the
ablicurillica of the lolier levaIs of the problta
watt- ai lasser Importatnce. In tbis kt
dcclaraîi wlîaî bis own spiritual titi

hadl seacn, and lience ha Struve mighiiy
ia riglit the wrong liat hadl been dent
ln niakIng flie lawer and las. divine and leu
Intelligible cloînetiîs ai the doctrine, thtt
highar andi the tmart urgeat upon aur beIi1I
nud thotight.

AndIlhum, ato, according ta hlmn, the le.
gouerain ai soclisty autd oi the race is îob.-
nccompllshied by itis lave ai the atonaî,
Christ woîklug Ini humain bcarts. You te.
membar lits raproentatiins ai the world ais
tl nlght bc, andi as It Is ta ha whcn pet.
meateti by this patent Influence. 1 hart
salid that ha was il propitet. Sucb ha« wi,
bacause, Ilke a truc tour, lit couli flot ho~p
îeveaig wlit h ha nt Sean. Unconsccia.
ly tho mirroreti bImiaif ln prosenting bis
Ideal-tiiat tOgO anti race ai mea renewed hl
grace andi lnspireti by love-

WVliaîaou tha niait iluat wth us trud
'riis îul~atnct n noble type,
A;îIîCniitng ore tha lignes wère ripe.
T nt filend af ouris wbo lives in God.,

Anoîlter conspinus quaiity in bint ira%
relrne- reverace for God, raverence

for ilicn, revereace for the îtut
abotit Goad andi ai. 1 aceed not remici
you ai tiis tenture la bis pulpit min.
Istratlons. As 1 heard ana ai yau remui

i not long gO. "1Tht verY rustia ofthis gote
as lie passetilts on flice way ta the pu!pit
scamed int suligest his reverance,," Thi,
aiong withbihs gondi taste anti discernait.
was the main secret ai bis nmuch takea ni
succolis la inaklag tht church services suci
a symmetrical anti plea!ug unity. net
kow tht value ai (at andi order. But de
sanme form tand oider wlthout the inioîaeq
Spirit, might have robbed out sinipie ana
noble rittîti of ail lis digaity and imtpies-
siveneas, anti tmade il a wenrisome formaiuy.

Vei rernember hoîv Olten la bis dît
courses ha seenteti ta bring Gati Dnt la ut.
Il was this very nearnoss ai God ta hm thit
gave ta bis reverence lis distinctive quaily
aond, Indccd, made thet whalc nature ai th.
man beautilli aond sublime. Witb ever
sunrise lie wns on the mlouotain.tops, ana
so ho bore about with hlm the whoîe diy
long the radlance af a vision ai God. We
knaw haw Reniai and wlnsomne werc bis wap.
haw cheery bis sptech, haw bearty bis
iaugh. Bua. a friand cames andi talks to ci
ai hlm andi says, Il Ho seeat ta me to bce
nlwayis praylng." Io the anc pîciure nole
truc and tit-lko than the altier? No, foi
the whole man was rcvealed ia botih. le
whatever ha dld we couiti aiways andi eveil
where son the saint ai God. Equaalli di,
tinctive ai hlmi was bis rare powet 01

.v;,i4.This quallîy was largeil h4sed
upontilose atîeady dweiî upôn. NaturcWba
mucb ta do with such a rare endowrneni, la
givlag hlm a qttick, responsive, sensiblty,
a large lîtmanlty, a spoutaneous feeling ci
kinship wlth bis kîtîti, Bat samcething mnort
than naturel Impulsa lent needcd ta Chane
the sentiment ai fellowsblp inta the habit of
lavbag. Bympîatby ls Dot meraly a fectirg.
foi ailhera, but feeling directeti hy knr
tatigo. Carlyle saysl "lthe kIag 41111=9
mea i the mana who knows.' Oir miauiser
Wcî., fat ta prove thot the kiag ai mets il
the mana who kaows andi (ce/s, le
bis; spacitil lIphare ai 111e and thanghi
the knowlaclge raquIret ins ai the ptad-
c4~klad, vin ncquaintance with the aclui
nne and wveaknasses af mea. WVîtbooi
tbis bis lite might Sit have been beautifol,
but It would have been uasubstantial -j deti
laden cabweb) ai sentiment, glîstoaîng lithn
sunlight ai elàthusiasm. But just asli-
raverecc nssumsd the practlcal farn ai det'


