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past r an lpe l)lt bis spiritual nature, and therefore is capable1'asot a o leopt. oa knaving hlm mad having communion
-__ vith him. But he is also capable ai turning

THE SA BBA THI. avay irom him and pursuing vmong courses.
-- Man, therefore, must have a rule ai action.

In the Spirit on the Lords Day." His own moral constitution requites it, as
For the tircd warid wLat raptures blest weli as his relation ta his Maker upon vhamn
Thou gives- biith, sweet day ai resU ei eenetadtavo1eissbet
Baptised witb dews oi purer grace, h sdpnetadt hr i ssbet
Earth veats witb thee a heavenlier face. The vise and holy God cannot be indiffer-

No sounds s0 giad fali an my car ent ta the character af his intelligent crea-
As wben thy pleasant chixnes sa dear tures either ini respect ta their dispositions
Ring aut the week.dlay tail and din or their conduct. He must have a wiii upon
And ring the hippy Sabbath in. the snbject, and that wiii must necessariiy
There seemns a spirit in the air tk h hp flw ti nedcnev
Which laves God's presence ta decie, tk h hp iiv ti nedcnev
And draws tbe heart vith tendur chards able that he might have so constituted men
To heed the Fathers iaving wards. that thiey vould alvays be disposed ta do

0 vauld tbat ve had cars ta hear, right, an infailible prapensity ai nature guid-
To-day, that Vaice rise sweet and clear; ing themn at every step, so that theme neyer
That reassured each saul might be, could be a passibiiity ai their going vrong
Its Spirit is, 0 God, with Thee. cither from inclination or from mistake.

With Thee in worship, here ta find But, so far as ve knov, the Aimighty neyer
Tihe revciatians ai Thy mmnd ;ddcnttt n fbscetrsatrt
For an this day, the reit alove, ddcnttt n ibscetrsatrti
God sets His signet ring af lave. manner. Such being the case, man vith al

Woe ta the sacrihegiaus hand bis bigh endowments being fallibie and
That wauld efface it frarn the land, peccable, there must needs be given ta
To icave ile anc unbraken chain hlm a fixed ule oficonduct. Mers suggestion
01 days afitali for sardid gain. or advice viilnat ansver. There must be

-Roland Brown. in Christian Work. something absohute and peremptary, somte-

TH ON E LA WG [VER thing that cornes as the irevocable deciara-
THE tian ai God's ovn judgment ai gond and evii,

Oae f te mst istictl maked something estabished over mankind, like

cies af the mrhoftheistint amked the sun in the firmament, the same from the

ftres aie hurc hi hmenpre othdayis orid's first day ta the hast. It says, Thou

doctrines ai future retribution. This is shalt or Thou shalt no!, and it meanb ta bè

shovn nat by the aitemation ai creeds and obeyed. It bas, therefore, sanctions, as it,

confessions,' but by the publication ai books idems ae;ohriei ol o

andpamhles, y te uternc aio promin- be iav at that, bpt a mers expression ai

cnt men in different communions and by the fpoe. FrAfn then theyc mign t m ust asn

action ai varions local ecclesiastical badies. ocd FrifntÎh temgtju a

In these it is declared vith marc or îess veil not exist.- Talbot W Chambers in the

emphasis that sin is nat eternal, and that Presbyterian and Reforrn Review.

anc day ahi men vithout exception viii be
brought home ta happiness and ta God. THE LESSON 0F BETIIESDA.
But if this be truc then there is no such thing -

as retribution. Ail the penal sanctions ai the Why did aur Lard single ont anc suifer-

iaw arc changed into corrections, their reai o r, amid the many at the Pool ai Bethesda ?

nîtimate end being nat the satisfiction af There vers a multitude ai impotent folk

justice, but the eformation othe trangressor. iying in the five porches or colonnades,

Sympatby vith the wrong doer takes the waiting for the maving ai the waters. But

place ai sympathy with eternal rectitude. vs do nat read that the Divine Heaher

This arises fromn a feebie sense ai the evil ai vrought a miracle for an y more than this
sin.Menshrnk romthe nsprin deun-single invalid. The reasan, I conjecture, is

sin Mon shrink rom th e upingdnun-this : No anc at that pool ai mercy vas so

caiatosa crue and ecsmoar esuppoisd a pitiabhy unbcfriended as this man. He had

pia t e n excus moaci denqs ueci e s ain there a long time, and been tantalized

iftcy esnfmmi' ntie, accidents due ta thby seeing ather and nimbier patients reach

vcaked ne ians aturde, gea ty a eme-the bcaiing waters befare be couid crecp in.
greted nded'an avide, ye na byany Others had friends ta heip them. But this

means demanding a penalty strictiy endiess. poor forsaken creature had no ans, nat even
If vs trace futher back the sourceofa these a vufe or a child, ta assist hum into the pnol.
vievi, vs find it in the inadequate appre- Suffcring often makes people selfish. Per-
hensions men bave ai 'the Divine Lav. baps, then, the laving Lord intended ta re-
They do flot kcep in mind its boiy, spiritual, buke the selfishness ai the neglectini, as
searchingz, inflexible character. They do vell as ta show His sympathy for the neg-
flot ecagnize its absolute and unchangeabie ected, by cuing this anc friendiess crippie
authority. They merge ail the perfections on the spot. There is a beauti(ui lesson
of God ia bis anc aspect as a Father, and here for us. Beside evcry pool ai priviiege
50 avemiook his majesty as a moral govemnor. or mercy in human lufe, there are anc ai
Forgctting, ton, that even a father must ule, more unbefriended sufferers, vhosc trials
and that a !amiiy vithout discipline is on are aggravated by seeing others eievcd,
the sume road ta muin, they sa expiain the but no relief cames ta tbem. Jesus teaches
divine paternity as ta make it mere gond us ta look afier those vho have nabody ta
nature,. The FL.Lher ai ail cannot finalhy came for them.

eject any, and his grace is as universai as This is one lesson ta be learned ai
mankind. Making happiness rather than Behesda-vhich signifies the "4bouse oi
boliness the hast znd ai bis procedures, they mercy." There is anoiher iesson vhicl
imsive the lav mb aan educational institu- va evuhd pr"ess h ineupnftal aur-unca

immediate affspring ai Gad he parlakes ai and nov don't mean to-mormav. Jesu

Christ is as chose ta you to-day as He over
vihi be. No one eite can ever cure yanr
vicked heamt. Here is anothor unconverted
persan vho is vaiîing for some Ilangel " in
the shape ai a poverful, îhriiling sermon, or
a peculiar providence, vhich shahl arouse
you and do the needed vark. You are mis-
laken. If you thus dictate ta God, Ho vili
not do your bidding. A grealer than any
ange] is beside you nov ; neither is Iheme
saivation in any other. It is nat mare ser-
mons you nced, nom sîarîiing providences;
you nced Jesus.

Another is vaiting for.Il"more convic-
tion." Hov mucb do you require in order
ta accept Christ ? Hav much did the crip*
pie equime at Bethesda? If you admit that
Van are a sinner, and that, uniess Jesus
saves Van, you viii be lost, this is enough
conviction ta start with. To tell Gad that
you viii neyer serve Him until Ho smites
you viîh intense sorrov for sin, is an in-
suit ; il increases vour guil. No "langel " is
gaing ta touble yonr stagnant heamt with
beaiing paver vbiie you are insuiting Gad.
Nom need you vait for somo vonderful con-
version. Ta each anc ai Van ingerers and
ioiterers in sin, let me say you arc cheating
yourseif vith the devii's delusian.

Youm immediate duîy is ahl condensed
mbt that one pithy sentence vbich Josus
spake ta the cripplo at the pool : «"Arise,
take up îhy bed, and vaik." You are on
Vour bed now. You put yourseii theme by
youm own sin. You have kept yourseif ibere
by vour ovn choice. Every sinner is a
sinner because he chooses ta be ; and you
are no exception. Jesus commands you ta
repent, and trust Him, and iollov Him.
The moment you are villing ta obey, He
gives you strength ta obey. Christ com-
manded that poar, miserable creature at
Beîhesda, vho had been " in that case " for
thirty-eighî yeams, ta "lstand up." Wbat,
on Ibose voak and withemed imbs ? Yes;
for ho could have no other ta stand on.
And the moment ho obeys, and makos the
bonest attempt, a new paver shoots through
the nerves and muscles. The man is not
iifted up. He ises up bimself, and an bis
ava iimbs. 'But Jesus lunishes the
strength. The man vanted ta gel np, and
made a esolute effort ta get up, and a super-
nalural paver came into bim, and enabied
him ta gel up. His part in this happy
transaction vas faith; Cbrist's part vas
grace. Put the tva together, and yau bave
the histomy af every conversion that ever
took place in aur varid.

Nov, vhaî hinders every unconverted
sinner wbo eads these lines from being
bealed aI once? To ie still means guiit,
uneasiness ai conscience, and final death.
It means a vastcd lufe bore, and bell bers-

*aller. The first act you bonesîly periorm
ta picase Christ breaks the speil. The
first praver you breathe sincerely for a nev

rbeart, and tbe first sin you refuse beeause
5 Jesus bids yau, puIs you on yonr feet. These

1steps are ail your steps. But the Divine
s love moves you ta take thein, and gives you

the sufficient strength.
Here is tbe transcendent lesson o!

tBetbesda. It teaches every sinner wbo
ýf desimes saivatian that ah bhe must do is ta

à obey Jesus. Tbe "augel " you wail for vili
neyr a me. D atb iq il soon, stand besd

Dr Archdeacon Farar, in an article ii
rthis month's Contemoorary Review agaifls
;" the Anglican Romanizing parîy, lets drap

Lis sentence vilose significance is far vide

than its relation to Ritualism. ' There
are,' says he, 'thousands in England, where
fifty years ago there were oniy scores, in the
upper classes who now devote their Sun-
days exclusively to worldiy amusements..
. . In the working classes such men may
be counted by millions.' The Archdeacon,
in passing from the upper to the lover ranks
of society, might have paused at the middle
section of observe that this also contributes
an immense and rapidiy-increasing quota
to the number of English people who are
learning to pass their lives outside of the
church and of the reiigious observance of
Sunday. The crowds on the river at Rich-
mond and at Maidenhead, and the swarms
of bicyciists who fill the high-ways leading
from the metropolis, and the other great
centres, are recuited mainiy from the middle
classes. It is nowadays no uncommon
spectacle to find the heads of a househoid,
trained in the habits of the eariier genera-
tion, worshipping on Sunday in the church,
while the sons, the representatives of the
new order, are taking their pleasure in the
fields. That amongst the classes who in
this country have hitherto been the main
supports of churches and af organized re-
ligion generaiiy a new attitude is maniiest-
ing itseif, is, in short, oniy too apparent, and
it behoves those who have the spiritual in-
tercsts of the nation at heart to take the
phenomenon into the most careftal consider-
atian."

COME !gE4BEE.

But 'you have come to Christ already
and tound relief ? Then came nearer, nearer
stili. The dloser your communion with
Christ, the more comf art Vou will feel. The
more Von daiiy live by the side of the Foun-
tain, the more you shahl feel in yourself "a
weii of water springing up into everlasting
iife'» John iv : 14. You shahl not only be
biessed yourseif, but be a source of biessing
to others. In this evii worid you may nat
perhaps fccl ail the sensible comiort you
couid desire. But remember you cannot
have two heavens. Perfect happiness is yet
to came. The devil is nat yct bound.
There is "'a good time coming " for ail who
feel their sins, and corne to Christ and com-
mit their thirsty souls ta his kecping. When
he cames again thcy shahl be compietely
satisfied. They shall remember ail the
ways by which they were led, and see the
need-be of everytbing that befeil thcm
Above ail, they shahl wonder that they could
ever live so long vithout Christ, and hesitate
about caming ta Him.-Canon Ryle.

B US YJIO0DIES.

There is a strang disposition upon the
part of one or more persons in almost every
church ta 'l"mn thinga." They try ta run
the pastar, exercising more or less super-
vision over prcaching or pastoral work,
showing offlciousness in regard ta his per-
sonal or famiiy affairs ; shaping mattprs in
the church ta suit their own ideas, schem-
ing ta secure the adoption ai their own,
methads or measures, and ail with reference
ta the advancement of their awn wishes or
interests withaut a due cansideratian ai the
weifare ai the whoie church. Such people
are neyer satisfied unleas thcy arc in the
iead. They act as if the church was argan-
ized for their benefit and flot for thepromo-
tion ai the cause of Christ. If the schemes
miscarry, or square defeat is encountered,
they give way ta pouting. The language
ai their hsarts is: «IWe'hi let you run things
and ve'il sec how you viii came ont." They
labor under the delusion that the church
cannot get aiang without them. The fore-
father ai this ciass af people was Diatre-
phies, af who the apostie John says : He
&'laveth ta have the pre-eminence amang

them," that is, among his brethrcn.
Nathing is mare burtfui than the ambitioni

*for place and Power in* the church;. thafl

nexpiration in June, 1896. A resolution w0s

st the Assemble ta give, on the close ai tis
a "trucs," a deliverance on the Scripturaiity
r ai instrumental music.


