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the United States are writing glowing accounts of it.
Nothing need be said to youwr readers regarding
Victoria and New Westminster, but of other portions
of the province it may not be out of place to speak

Rurrard’s Inlet or Vancouver City, where the Rev.
‘T € ‘Thomson is about ta be located, is the terminus
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. The swl in the
vicinity 1s described as being rich, and already there
arc many farms under cultivation.  That 1t 1s a suit-
able pomt for an ocean terminus for the Railway will
be at once admitted, when it is stated that over 1,000
ships have loaded at the saw mills inside the inlet,
with swarcely an acadent guing in ur conag out,
Cual Harbour, about two nules distant, which has
been chosen by the C. P. R. as their terminal harbour,
is described ss magnificent—well sheltered, and
leaving nothing to be desired in the requirements of a
sca-board terminus for a trans-continental line —~navi-
gation, sea room, anchorage, mooring, dockage,
whagfage, and large swtable land area adjomning.
Port Moody, winch 1s about four miles distant, and
which at ane time was chosen as the terminus of the
railroad, has now been abandoned as the chief com-
mercial and railway centre, although it will always be
an important point. It 1s a snug clear harbour, about
three mules long and one and a half miles wide, and
will bie usetul as an adjunct to Rurrard’s [ulet harbour
proper It is 2ot, in itself, naturally suitable for a
terminal harbour, having to be reached through two
narrows, and is deficient in commochousness and
extent of suitable adjoining land area, although it
possesses certain advantages that may make it a use-
ful adjunct in the near future That the Home
Mission Committece have acted wisely in providing
able supply af ore for Vancouver City, your readers
will 1 am sure endorse. As regards the actual feld
for farmung, 1 competent authonty says t—

On evidence which I cannot doubt, the following cxcep-
tional yiclds scem to be authentic—three tons of timothy
per acre in the twelfth consceutive crop, cighty bushels of
wheat, also sixty-two bushels of fall wheat per measured
acre.  As the average on several well-tilled farms, the fol-
lowing may be noted: wheat, forty bushels per acre ; oats,
sixty tv sity-lne, barley, forty ; umothy, three to threeand
a half wns, tumnips, forty to fifty tons. The routs are
ehutMuis , utatees and vegelables, with syuashes, pump
kins, melons, cucumbers, and tomatoes, also varicties) of
corn, 3o very well.  1lops are a good crop. The ordinary
fruits of a temperate clime grow large and fine 1n all parts of
the district. I saw a two ponnd pear, 2 one and a half
pound apple, and an cight ounce plum.

The New Westmninster District is not merely an
arable or dairying district, but is filled with salimon-
canning factories and with lumbermen. Silver lodes
exist in many localitics, and minerals of alt kinds
abound in the province. It will thus be secen that
there is a great future before such a district possessed
of sucki a suil and dimate, and so well supplied with
communications by radway and seaboard. Whule, as
a farming country, 1t may never reach what Manitnba
is, it offers great inducements to men of some means
and has in it all the elements of solid and permanent
progress.

Of the Yale District, the Kamloops Valley, and the
Kootenay district I have not space to speak. DBut,
from all accounts, these localities offer inducements
not behind the more populous centres of Victoria and
New Westminster, and call for speedy action on the
part of our Church. What we have long desired in
Bntish Columbia—one strong Presbytery, able to take
the oversight of the entirc Province—is likely soon to
be realized. The Colonial Committee of the Church
of Scotland, with oursclves, are carnestly desirous for
a union of their ministers with ofirs, and recognize
that we are in a better position than they are to super-
vise the field.  Whether this most desirable consuin-
mation shall be reached during the present ycar or
not is uncertain, but in any case the Presbyterian
Church in Canada is now regarded as the one to
whom Presbyterians in new ficlds must leok for supply
of Gospel ordinances.

While entering with new vigour upon British Col-
umbia, we dare not neglect Aanitoba and the North-
West. \What we have gained there must be held.
That 1n so short 2 tme we should have three good
Presbytenies, mn that recentty *“‘unknown land,” is
surely worthy of grateful mention.  In areview of our
Church work, published in Winnipeg on the ist of
January, we find the following record : —

1871, 1884.
Congregations and mussion statiors .. 9 273
Ministers and MISSIONATICS .+« - v veeannn 4 92
Families. cooeevencoes 198 6,000

Contributions for all.x.clxg.xbixs.éx;;p‘dsd;::. $2,195 $89,085

This rapid growth kas been larﬁcly during the last threc
years. In that time the church has more than doubled her
tembership and fanilies, guintupled her Sablath schools,
more than trebled her churches, and increascd lier manscs
fourfold.  Although tmmigrativn teceved a decided check
last snmmer, cight new fields were occupled.  Missionaries
were sent to Fort MacLeod, Fort Saskatchewan, Medicine
1lat, Vorkton, Cathcart, Touchwood, Flkhorn, and the
Shell River country.  In connection with these fields there
are twenty-three mission stations. During the summer of
1883 fourteen new ficids with seventy-onc stations were
opened up,

In the Prince Albert Distrsct, we find from recent
trtters sent by Mr. McWilliam, our able minister at
that point, that the people there, huwever willing, will
not be able this year to mcet the demands made upon
them to support religious ordinances.

The crops throughout the district are almost a tolal failure
so much so that their oily hope is that the Dowinion
Government will provide seed wheat and oats tu enable the
farmers to put in a crop next spring  Without this help
there is a certainty of a famine inone distsict in the winter
of 1385-86, The bulk of farming population arc in impov-
crished citcumstances, they owe money which they cannot
pay, and many of them are forced to kill thar cattle to pro-
vide food and necessarics for their fannlies to carry them
over the winter.

In spite of this we are glad to sce that the High
School at Prince Albert is now an accomplished fact,
Messrs. McWilliam and Sinclair have taken hold of
the new caterprise, and are mectuing with considerable
favour. lhe local papers speak of the proposed
school and the kindly aid pronused by our Church n
most flattering terms.

I have, Mr. Editor, extended these remarks
beyond what I intended. In closing let me express
the hope that the wealthier members of our Church
will avail themselves of the privilege now offered of
giving liberally to the funds of the Home Mission
Commiittee, that the many calls made upon us, not
only by the newer provinces, but by Ontario and
Qucbec, may be premptly met.  Commerce isin many
places far from prosperous, but our Church has the
means to meet all our requirements if only there is
the heart to give. Contributions for Augmentation
and Home Missions should be in the hands of Dr.
Reid by the 15th of March,

Wit 11aM COCHRANE, Convener.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY. ‘

v+ MR. Epttor,—Till I very recently dicovered my
parual misiake, § thought that the practice of Presby-
teries in sending Comimisssioners to the General As-
sembly was uniform, and that one half was chosenin
rotation from the Roll and that the other half was
chosen by ballot, I'lis, I behieve, 1s the sound prin-
ciple 5 as 1wt sufficiently recogmizes the ccclesiastical
cquality of pastors, and at the same time gives Presby-
ternies the power of electing men who fairly represent
their views,and who byability,expenience,and long ser-
vice in the Church are qualihied and entitled to take part
in the deliberations of s highest judicatory. In
favour of this arrangement the following things may
be stated :

1. It tends to preserve the continuity and character
of the General Assembly. Were all commissioners
clected by rotation from the Roll, the General As-
sembly would never acquire a distinctive characterat
all, and one Assembly might undo the work of its
predecessor, and in turn have its actings set aside by
its successor. Administrative experience and skill
would be lost, if ever acquired. Besides, in many cases,
the standing committees of the Church might not be
adequately represented, which would be a very great
loss.

2, It maintains, to a certain extent, the nght of Pres-
byteries to select their own represeatatives. Were
Presbyteries to send all their members by rotation,
they would entircly surrender this right, and they
might find their views altogether misrepresented, or
so fir as cfficient advocacy is concerned, not repre-
sented at all.  Presbyteries proceeding on this prin.
ciple would be placed at a decided disadvantage, as
the great majority of Presbyteries endeavour to send
as many as possible of their ablest men.  Were Pres-
byterics to consult their own nfluence and standing
in the church, they would choose all their Commis-
sioners by ballot ; and were this choice wisely made.
the General Assembly would more fully represent the
collective wisdom and expenience of the Church than
1t has ever hitherto done. In view of these obvious
facts, the appointment of one-half of the commis-

stoners from the Roll is the greatest concession to §

ccclestastical panty that Presbyteries can afford to
make consistently with their own interests,

3. The choice of one half of the commissioners 1y
ballot enables the Church, so far probably as is expeds.

cnt, to secure and utihize the best g@fts that her minis. g

try possesses. 1 adnut most cheerfully the ecclesiast.
cal equality of our ministers 3 bu* I deny anphatically
that thisequality extends to learning, prudence, expen
ence, and capacity of work and administration,
a misfortune when the plea of equality 1s pressed be.
yond s legimate spheen,
a great vanety of work to be done, and there is a
great vartety of gifts. It is only when the gifts which

the Church posscsses are fully utilized that she can

attain the full measure of cfficiency. \When pety
jealousiesinterfere vith the placimg of men in spheres
to which they are adapted and entitled, the Church.
must & fer grievous loss. This isa matter that .
much to be deplored in the Presbyterian Churh,

Methodist and Prelatic Churches succeed in utilizuy, §

the gifts they posscas far more fully than we can do.
It is true that wore of our younger and less expen.
cnced men may seem to be partially and temporaniy
overlooked ; vut their time will certainly come, when
they shall have acquired the necessary qualifications,
and when thouse of riper y cars and experience shall hae
rested fromn their ecclesiasucal labours.  Let us no
emvy, but value, one anothers gifts and acquirements ;

let us feel that we have a common interest in the §

welfare of the Church ; and let us strive to utilize fully

all the talents, experience, and energy which the Ji8

great Head of the Church has intrusted tous, ViaTox,
Zoronto, February 12, 1855,

BELEAST TOWN MiSSION,

MR. Eprror,—A few months ago, you kindly in. .

serted for me a historical sketch of the RBelfast Presby-

terian Town Mission. In arecent number of the Belfast §
Northern Whig, 1 find the annual report for 188, 1 §
from which 1 have extracted a few items in the hope B

that similar organizations may scon be sct up a
Toronto and other Canadian cities. Your readus
may remetuber that Dz. Covke and Dr. Morgan co-

operated with influcnual laymen n estabhishing the §
Other ministers joined heartily n §
the blessed enterprise till, in 1867, therc were thirteen B

Fown Mission.

town missionaries besides twenty secttled pastors.

" Nearly the same proportion of ministers and mission-
aries is stil maintained. There are at present six §
agents of the Town Mission ; and the number of

pastors is over thirty.

The management of the mission s in the hands of
a jnint committee of Presbyterian ministers and luy
men. A tea meeting is held once a month, at whub

the missionarics report the work they have donc wf

the directors. At the late annual mecting the char
was taken by Sir David Taylor, Mayor of Belfast

Interesting addresses were delivered by members,
Parliament and other distinguished laymen, as well a8
by resident and other clergymen. The statistics are

as follow;

Number of agents sixteen. Number of visits paid 1
“house to house” visitation, 46,000 ; number of
meetings held, 4,000 ; familics added to the Church
by the agency of the Home Mission, 174 ; childree
in the mission Sabbath school, 3,400 ; Expenditure,
£1,524=3%7,000; Salary of eath agent, about $35m
Four fifths of the income are derived from congre
gational collections—the remaining fifth is obtamned
from bequests to the mission. At the close of the pro-
ccedings, Mr. John S. Browne, J. P., offered £1ov fur
cvery Free Church that may be erccted.

Is it not possible, Mr. Editor, that a similar work 3

might be done in Toronto? There are both men and
means available. May the Lord hasten it in his owa
way! W. HaMiLTON.

THE anniversary services of Brigden Church were held oz
the 1st ult., when ableand impressive sernions wese preached
morning and evening by Rev. J. Thompson, of Sarni,
large and appreciative congregations.  The annual tea med
ing was held on Monday cvening following, the Rev. ] A
McDonald, pastor of the congregation, presided. Ker
J. Thompson, Rev. M. Frascr, Rev. C. Tibb, and Ken
G. Kew {Mcthudist) delivered interesting addresses. ks
cellent music was furnished by the choir of the congregaue,
and Burns Church Glee Club. The most cnjoyable tez
meeting cver held in Brigden was bruught to a cluse by yre
nouncing the Benedictivn, Pricceds of anniversary, $12u.4
A New Vear's entertainment in connection with Ec Sal ad
school of the above church was held on the evening of Jar
vary 1. A fiood programime was furnished. Receiprs o
the evening, $45.
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