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THE BIBLE AND MODERN THOUGHT,
DY THE REV. PRINCIPAL MACVICAR, D.D, LL.D.

{Atthe anpual meeting of the Ottawa Auxiliary
Bible Soclety, the Rev.Principal MacVicar,In speaking
to a resolution urging the universal circulation of the
Word of God, delivered an address of remarkable
power, which, slightly condensed, is placed befoteour
readers.]

It is vain to talk of the Bible being now upheld by
weak ignorant favatical pictists, or by cunning hypo-
crites who are ‘agnostics at heart, but too dishonest
and mean to say what they thiok. The strongest,
purest, profoundest minds in the world are atrayed on
the side of God’s Word. There never was such a vast
army as now of clear-headed, leasned, critical men of
judfcial skill who are thoroughly persuaded that in
holding fast and holding forth the word of Life they
are not following cunningly devised fables. They
know, hecause they bave critically tested i, that the
book has come down to them accredited beyond all
wotks of antiquity,—has come down to them as deli-
vered by God to holy men of old who spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost, attested by internal,
external and collateral cvidences, whica are cver
lacreasing in force and conclusiveness, and which to
sensible persons have all along possessed overwhelm-
ing power,

Equaily valn is it to ralse the wvulgar cry that
science Is hostile to the Bible, and destined to con-
sume it. This may serve to frighten a few of the

-untead and unthinking to whom science is merely
A MYSTERIOUS AND APPALLING NAME.

But the truth is that the inquiring criticat spint which
science manifests is that which the Bible itself incul-
cates and fosters. It is this very book which invites
and provokes discussion, and fearlessly says to men,
¢ prove all things ; hold fast that whichisgood.” We
have, therefore, no wicked and unnatural quarrel with
any of the sciences. We bid them all God speed.
We devautly rejoice in all the wisely.directed efforts
and brilliant successes of learned physicists. Let
them by all mcans push forward the lines of know-
ledge and discovery in every ditection far beyond
their present limits, Let them find out and formulate
new laws of the material universe, and let them assail
and destroy every form of ancient, medixrval, and
modern superstition that falls within their realm,

But after science has nobly done her work, and
after she has occupied a much larger place than now
in the thought and confidence of the world, let no one
be so simple as to suppose that the Bible is super-
g-1led. No! Itsdomain lies above and beyond the
fisld of the physical sciences. It speaks on themes
upon which these sclences are and must ever be
silent, What has any science except theology to say
about a Savlour and repentance, and pardon and
eternal life.  'What ca.: chemistry or mathematics tell
you about the removal or sin and gullt? What can
geology or anatomy or astzonomy tell you about faith
and love ard gratitude and moral courage and purity
and all that goes to make up a true and exalted man ?
Absolutely nothing.

But these are great and pressing facts in human
experience, and, as long as they are such, the Bible
will be indispensable to the buman race. Meanwhile
the great lesson which scientists and theologians are
learning is, that each should keep to his own province
aod frankly recognize and respect the truth and the
glory of what belongs to bis neighbour’s province. It
is surely illogical and foolish to allege that because the
Bible is true, sicence must be false, and, wice versa,
that because science has grand and eminently practi-
cal truth to offer, the Bible must be false. Nay, verily,
butlet us rather joyfully and reverently accept truth
from whatever quarter it hails, feeling surs that ulti.
mately we recelve it all from Gad, the great fountain
of truth and love.

And let us beware, whether judging of the progress
of sclence or of the Bible, of falling into the error of
mere pessimists who are perpetually locking along the
tine of their noses into the dirt of this world, but never
up to God and to heaven, and who are coatipually
sighing and moaning over the degeneracy of our age
and the unutterable badness of the world, Away with
these gloomy notions. The wotld with all itsfaults i
vastly better than ever it was before, and this is
undoubtedly duein 2 very large degree to the wide

circulation and acceptance of the DBible, accompanied
hy the power of the Holy Ghoat.

I venture to urge you to scatter {t to the utmost
extent ¢

1. Because of what it hax already accomplished fer
the human race. It has done good and notevil, No
man has been made a worse husband or father or son,
a worse doctor or lawyer or baunker, or worse mer-
chant ot member of Parllament by doing what is
cojoined in the Bible. The

GREAT CURRENTS OF HUMAN THOUGHT

and activity have not been corrupted but purified by
this truth, 1 am not in your presence and, duting
the fow moments at my disposal, golog to attempt a
history of its glowing achlevements, but this f will
say, that all the nations that are not possessed of this
book, move on a far lower plang intellectually, morally
and spiritually than those who have It. 1 say more,
that paganism is a faillure, an utter fallure, whether
propped up by the philosophy of anclent or modern
times. It Is not progressive. lnventive, elevated, pure,
Pagan lands are not tho l.ads of steamships and
rallways and steam looms and spinning jennies and
telegraphs and telephones and electsic light, Pagan
lands are not the homes of domestic purity and uni-
versal freedom ; where property Is safe and buman
life and rights—and specially the vights of strangers—
are sacred. No! This state of things you will find
only in Bible lands. Cold, secular sclence and philo-
sophby, whether all moulded by evolution or otherwise,
are powerless to save men from the ravages of sin and
vice,. Hence pagan lands are, and ever have been,
the abodes of festerlng vice and horrid cruelties. We
may take them at the zenith of their so-called glory
and yet this is true of them. In Imperial Rome both
before and after the advent of Jesus Christ, fathers
and mothers esteemed it virtuous to put thelr infant
offspring to death, to expose them to the teeth of dogs,
or to give them as a prey to murderous jugglers who
often used their bralns to practice incantations, or
saved them alive for the basest purposes of slavery
aod immorality. Quinctillan says, ¢ To kill a man is
held to be a crime, but to kill one’s own children is
sometimes considered to be a beautiful action among
the Romans.” And we all know how serfdom and
slavery, private wars and duels, polygamy and horrld
public games and spectacles debauched the people;
and how, then as now in all heathen lands, woman
was trampled under foot amid unutierable degradation
and misery. Agalnst all these and a thousand kin-
dred evi's,the Word of God and the teachings of
Jesus Christ definitely pronounce, But it does vastly
more. It is not like so much of the philosophy of our
day, a system of mere negations. It furnishas positive
truth. It offers a remedy for the sins and woes of
men, It says, ¢ Love thy neighbour as thyself,” and
this single precept, heartily accepted and obeyed,
would annihilate serfdom and slavery over the whole
world ; and, as a matter of fact, has not this spirit of
love, which is the spirit of Christ, laid hold, more or
less, upon the human heart wherever the Word of
God has been received ; and are not the nations to-
day learning—too slowly we grant—to settle their
international difficulties without appealing as readily
as heretofore, to the stern and awful arbitrament of
war?

Then think of the humane institutions which we
owe to the Bible. Those who wantonly blaspheme
agalnst Christ and His Word, are debtors to Him in
this respect, a thousand times more than they can
ever acknow'2dge. Look at our homes for orphans,
for the aged and infirm who were wont, under the rule
of pagan philosophy, to be visited with cruelty and
death. Look at our hospitals for the sick, for the
incurable, for all sorts of sufferers ; our asylums for
the insane and the inebriate, as well as our schools for
the deaf, the dumb and the blind, These are undeni.
ably the offspring of the Bible. In fact the history of
human progress and of civilization in its higkast forms,
is simply the history of the triumphs of Christianity.
No one can deny that Bible lands are to-day elevated,
noble, sclentific, progressive, free; and that lands
which have not the Bible are sunken, vicious, degrad.
ed, full of tyranny and cruclty of every form. Hence
they are not the true friends of our land aud of cur
race, they ate not the advanced thinkers of the age or
the promoters even of common morality, but the
reverse who oppose and malign this book. A book
with such a history deserves to bz given to all men,
Whesever It has gone it has re-adjusted human
thougbt and reconstructed human society after a

dlvine model. The records of the past are eloquent
in its bebalf, and it {s full of potency for coming ages,
Aguostics and others need not console themselves
with the silly thought that intelligent bellevers in this
Word and students of history are in any way trembl.
Ing for its future. Nor will the apostacy of a faw
here and there, who usually becomse ncisy in thelr
new clrcumstances, impeds the onward march of the
truth and the Kingdom of Jesus Chsist. The Word
itselt forctells the appearance from time to-time of its
opposers 3 and these verify its truth by the bltterness
of thelr hatred and opposition. And after all that is
sald of their recent attempts in this respect, they ara
heartless and feeble, vold of conviction and force,
when compared with the efforts of thelr predecessors.
Yet uader the sterner treatment of glant unbellevess
in the past,

THR TRUTH HAS HELD STEADILY ON ITS WAY

and continued to bless and elevate mankind, and Its
foes may make up their minds that it is sure to
advance durlog the twentleth contury with redoubled
energy and glory. On the scora of patriotism, for ths
sake of humanity, and in recogaition of the mighty
things it has already accomplished, we are bound to
give this Word to allmen. But we are bound to do
€0 :—

2. Because it Is the highest and best instrument of
intellectual culture, It meets an imperative demand
of the human mind by revealing a great and all.suffi
cleat First Cause of all things.

I hold that the recent theorles of sclencein this con-
aectlon are both nsupported by fact and thoroughly
unsatisfactory to the human intellect, To ba told,
as we are, that molecules, and law and force exist and
that these account for all things, cannet set our in-
quring spirits at rest.

We ask whence these molecules and this force and
law? How did these originate? And sclence has no
answer to give.

We ask how did these dead atoms become trans-
ferred into living things? What is life and whence
isit? How do you bridge aver the broad chasm
between dead atoms and living creatures? Sclence
cannot tell. “After centuries of research the term
life wanders through science without a definition.”
The sublime Biblical solutlon of one of the great prob-
lems of our age accords with the highest reason and
the verified results of science ; for reason demands a
cause, and science demands a cause possessed of su.
preme intelligence where evolution furnishes none.

Now what we allege is that fer purposes of true
education, of real intellectual culture we must not out-
rage this law of our being ; and the grand peculiarity
of the Bible §s that it ccntinually ieads our thoughts
up from the elementary, the finite, the phenomenal to
the indnite—and this Is a necessity of complete thought
and of full intellectual development. You cannot
build up a strong physical frame without causing it to
undergo vigorous exercise ; and so you cannot develop
robust, manly intellects fit to work out tk strue destiny
of aur great Dominion without teaching them tojwrestle
with the profound problems of this Bock, without
bringing them during the process of education face to
face with God as the creator and supreme ruler of =l
things. I do not care to conceal my emphatic opinion
that atheism, under whatever sclentific or unsclentific
name it may be concealed, is 2 des\-uctive evil in any
educatloral system. And I make very little account
of the idle cry that the Word of God should be ex-
cluded from our homes and our schools bacause it
breeds sectarian strifes and bitternéss. History is
taught in our schools and our homes, and I ask any
candid thinker to say if there is not vastly more in the
history of England, say in the history of Henry VIII.,
or Charles 1, or Charies 11, to stir up such stifes
than in all the writings of the Old and New Testa-
ments. Then why put the truth of God under the
ban and not history? Angd has it really come to this
that apy one In a Christian 1and has the hardihood to
tell us that the study of the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ is not good for us? Will any one tell me that
we have in this Book the thoughts of God who has
glven us our feeble powers of thinking and that what
He has given for the health and growth of our splrits
{s really unwholesome? Nay, verily—

CHRIST'S PBILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

Is that which shall prevail, that “man cannot live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.” 1 wge, therefore, the circu.
lation of the Word for this reason : and




