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pation of her speedy death, but who rapidly
recovered under the treatment of Mr., Ringer.
Another remarkable case is recorded by Mr.
Mackay as follows:

“There was a young man living near the base of the
mountain ranges in from Banka, who was supposed to be
possessed with a dewil, and who would not eat, could not
sleep, and tried to take away his own life; wandening in hie
conversaton, he frequently shouted and yelled, foamed at the
mouth, struck his head with hisfists and thregy hunselt prose
trate on the s;touml, and from time to time endeavored to
escape into the Hilis,  In desperauon us parents ran to and
fro scekirg relicf, ilulswere certied fruina nesghburing iemples,
nock-money was burnedd in heaps, Tauist priests wete sume
moned to the spot, sorcerers were sought vut, and all come
bined didl their utimost to drive vt the demon, but all of av
avail.  DBmken-hearted, disappointed, and somewhat dis-
gusted at those enployed, the father came to the nearest
chapel and asked with tears in hiscyes if 1 could do anytlung
for ‘xis son.  On hearing that [ would try, six sttony men
dragged lum struguling into the room, but twice thatnumbes
{s ’ﬁﬁ in their endeavors tomake him swallow a duse; at last
1 induced him to take it, and otdesed a daily bath with cold
douchic to the head and sproc aml a tmisture o1 magnesia and
fron to b taken three times a day, the patient to be hadgeld
in a quict house near the chapel where he would be frequently
seen. At the end of a week he began to attend servie
morning and evening, and ina fortnight returned home «ounid
in ound and body, — Scores of families in the neighborhiowl
at unce became friendly to our work, and not a few became
tegular attendants at the chapel. 1t is thus that many of th.
cotiverts in Notth Formosa have been brought to abawdon
their ndulatrons and supessaious corcmumes, ami w tkcoine
worshippers of the one living and true God,™

The appropriation made to the hospital by
the Canadian Church has been supplenented
to ncarly an cqual amount by the contribu-
tions of the forcign residents in Tamsu.; and
through the gencrosity of Mrs. Mackay of
Canad. widow of the late Captain Mackay ;,
.who has dunated $1,200 for the purpose, the
fnission wiil shortly be in posaession of a new
and comimodious hospital building which will
no doubt play a prominent part in the per-
manent establishment of Christianity in-that
heathen land.

INTELLIGENCE FROM REV. JF. AL
DOUGLAS, INDORE.

R. REID has reccived a letter from Mi,
Douglas, dated 27th March.

Mr. Douglas states that the two converts
referred to in previvus letters, who were to
have been baptised a week before the date of
the letter, were scized the same day and were
then in bonds for Jesus' sake. Their house
was shut up, and the missionaries did not
know their state. Mr. Douglas writes: “ Will
the Church in Canada cry unto God for their
deliverance, and the prison door may be open-
ed, and as in the case of Peter, they shall be
free.”

The mission family had been tried also
with sickness. Small-pox had been in the
house for some weeks; Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
suffered from some of the symptoms of the
disease, and their boys were taken ill onc
after the other, butall had recovered through
the goodness of God.  Miss McGregor had
also been ill, but the attack was of a very
mild character, The ladies at Mhow, and
Mr. Campbell, were well.

This sickness has interfered with the work
of the misrion, and has also prevented Mr.
Douglas writing to friends. Many will no
doubt remember our dear friends amidst their
varied trials.

Mr.Douglas finds his printing press of great
service. They have been greatly encouraged
intheuseofit. The Tract Socicty of Bombay
had placed at their disposal all their engrav-
ings for the purpose of illustration, and had
written to the parent society in London for a
supply of paper for the mission at Indore.

THE BIBLE—~THE PLACE ITHOLDS
IN GOD'S CHURCH.

The Bible is a wonderful book. Many
glorious things arc said of it,

It is the oldest book in the world, and has
been a power for good ever since its first
chapters were written, and it will continue to
be a4 power on the carth to the end of time.
* Heaven and carth shall pass away, but Ilis
word shall not pass anay.”

It was the great cducational work of the
Juws, aud the svaree of all their telicctual
and moral culture; and it was dustined to
uceupy the same place among all the nations
of the earth.

It was a light in this dark world, revealing
to man the attributes of God, making known
Iis will, teaching the plan of salvation, and
preparing mankind for the coming of the Re-
deuner of the world,

And when Chirist came, it testified of Him
and proved [Him to be the promiscd and long
expected Messiab.  The Bible contained the
credentials of Christ. e could not have
proved 1is divine missivn but by the writings
of the Old Testament.  He appealad con-
stantly to the Scriptures,  “ Scarch the Scrip-
tures,” He exclaimed, “for they are they
which testify of me.”

The Bible was chiefly instrumental i es-
tablishing the Church. The apustles, hke
Christ, had to combat the whole Jewish sys-
tem of tgadition.  With the purc Word of
God in hand, they preached the Gospel and
estublished the Church. No Jew would have
believed them and joined their communion,
unless ke was convineed of the truth of their
preaching by those writings which the Jews
held sacred and had received into the canon
of their Scriptures.

The apustles themselves were eye-witnesses
of the work and ductrine of Christ. And
what they had scen and witnessed they wrote
down fur the future instruction and guidance
of the Church. Thus the writings of the
New Testament originated.

The Church was not fully established until
the apostles had completed their work;and
finished their inission on carth.

The Bible therefore existed before the full
ostablishment of the Chureh, and at no time
can it be said that oral tradition was allowed
by God as the rule of faith. The Chuich
without the Bible is a myth.

It has always been God's way to perpetuate
great and salutary institutions &y cwritten
documents, So it was in the Old Testament.
So likewise in the New. With the help of
t. » Divine Spirit, Christianity was to be per-
petuated by the writings of the Old and New
Testaments.

This plan was observed for a short time
after the death of the apostles, The Bible
alone was the rule of faith of the first Chris-
tians. \When they could no longer hear the
living voice of the apostles bearing witness of
Christ and His doctrine, they collected their
genuine writings into one book, which they
read in their assemblies, giving it the same
value and authority as they gave to the
writings of the Old Testament. Their Ro-
man persecutors vere well aware of the rev-
erence in which they held the Bible. Hence

the dclivery of the sacred volume into their
hands was considered a sufficient sign of apos-
tacy.

t

Those Christians who gave up their Dibles
were considered apostates, and were no longer
molested by the government. They were
called Traditores (givers-up of the Bible), a
name to which the odious mcaning of traitor
was attached. Those Christians who were
unwilling to give up the sacred volume suf-
fered crucl tortures and died the death of
martyrs, All this mecans that the first Chris-
tians looked upon the Bible as their only rule
of faith,

But this state of the Christian mind did not
last long. Human nature loves the traditions
of men, The members of the Christian
Church soon yiclded to this propensity.
The * Catholic Consent™ was substituted in
the place of the Bible, and this conscnt was
bascd on tradition. As it had been in the
Jewish Church, so also in the Christian
Church, tradition soon occupiud the principal
place. .

In proportion as the Scriptures were neg-
lected, darkness crept in and svon covered
the face of the whole Church.  Sacerdotalism
grew up and became strong in this state of
darkness. We have all heard of the dark
ages in which superstition and priestism pre-
vailed.

But Christ was with his Church. God is
nearest when the need is greatest. He pre-
pared the way for a reformation.  Well-mean-
ing men have often tried to reform the Church
in capite ¢t membris. But they had failed.
And why? Because they had tried to effect
a reformation on the basis of established and
deep-rooted traditions. God's way of reform-
ingis different. He reforms on the basis of
his Word. In order to make an cffectual re-
formation, the Scriptures alone had to be-
come itsinstrument. While the Church was
groping in darkness, the Spirit guided the
pen of an obscure monk to translate the Word
of God into the “vulgar tongue,” and to give
it into the handsof the people as thevnly rule
of faith, He declared war to the old
scholastic theology which had obscured men's
minds, and he introduced again e theology
of the Bille.

On the basis of the Bible a permanent pro-
test was made against sacerdotalism and its
enslaving errors,  Henceforth the word
PROTEST became a consecrated word, and
all true Christians love to be called PROTES-
TANTS. They glory in their Protestantism,
and discard with scorn the ambiguous mean-
ing of the word “Catholic.” Through the
Reformation, Christians became again MEN,
—men endowed with true manhood,—men of
independent thought,—men untrammeled by
human traditions and systems,—men who
want no human priests between themselves
and their God.—Evangclical Churchman,

IT is refreshing to find that all the scced. rs from the
“hurch of England do not go overto Reme. The
Rev. Charles T. Astley, M.A., Vicar of “iillingham,
Chatham, resigns his living and becomes & Noncon-
formist on account of the Romanzing tenden:y of the
Establishment.

A CORRESPONDENT of the New York “livening
Post,” writing from Tokio, undor date of April sth,
says the famine in the north of China rages with in-
creasing severity, and the most dreadful repons come
from the afiected regions.  In one town a man coened
a shop for the sale of hunian flesh and did a good
business in cannibalistic joints and roasts till the local
mandarin ordered the shopkeeper to be arrested and
beheaded.



