
ite that gift in giving the Gospel to those
itklf t receiving back from the Cburch what

f, >the surplus being at the Church's dis-
Orth i ~ support of the Gospel elsewhere.n Now,

.y1 Us that the first and the niost important

m~,1.Sdfinti~,extending to the word«lpurpose,"
1  ,qualîy both Schemes. No one, so fa as

*%lild hesitate to accept the truth which it
dClatter part of it, in which each congre-

Plti S8ji to receive back from the Common
1804 iliséf requires, would surely need te, be

COhatnsierabiy to make it strictly accordant
1Proposedi; otherwise what need for the

lu01 iithe Sheme empowering aid-giving con-
able1 to add "'whatever Supplement they Inay

of à,,,1 give I to the equal dividend as the salary
'%oth .as>tOrs ? The idea, however, is obvious
P%" *aCrnon Fund, to which ail contribute, te

dt GOpel ordinances wherever needed through-i .C ou1itrY. The idea is a noble one, but to
"th 111in its itegrity two things are requisite :

t4 <rat «"zthe ordinances should be sustained by
ra' e 111, und, and for that matter, the buildings

44,ov>i1ed inI which these ordinances are to be
sh%0d ,and second, that those who dispense them

t erv their wko/e ministerial support from
'gi 'Or' 1Fund. But so far from these conditions
e ne uider the proposed Sustentation Scheme,ftheRSis m~ ade for the support of ordinances

ttc COrntnon Fund in the most necessitous dis-
%d 'n wvhich there are not regularly called

ohrdai,,ed'Pastors. This is left dependent on an-
la1r D, the Home Mission Fiind, and in the case

14% gtr and weaîthier congregations only a part,
tii. - St1ui a fractional part, of the salary of

'11ned Iniiister is te be derived from the Com-
tf hile the ministers of the weakest charges

3 i Cipate in it only by grants in aid.
W4 0ft" hOwever, very little quarrel with the princi-

& ltntto Fund, thougli I prefer, even
latef prnciplp, a mode of sustaining the
icl, i *L fuller effect is given to the apos-

C% - , himn that is taught in the Word
t..,,cte to Him that teacbeth in ail good

ht Wh 1ere are many, however, who, preferring
t O e the principle of a Comnion Fund, be-

b0 Ulsjitable to a Church circumstanced
, and not Ikeîy te, be successful, and ýthere-

Pt~'Prove Of its adoption as fitted to imperil the1 4r sts Which it proposes to promote.
S1Leeci Inakes this strange statement ini his

1 lter." That (the Supplemental) Scheme has no
~1Pe~it of any kind to commend it te the
Y iRS niay either mean that it lias abso-

%Rk Princple in it, or that it has none which
.iO C01Iriied it to the Church. Now, surely

S ~ ~,derlies 't, obviously enough, the principle

pR'ki 3StOng should help the weak. Is this a
too oWhch any Church should be ashamed to

%kn tat ment, which is meant to bear hard
kikne . atOption of the Scheme, is stili more sur-

«td,~l bas been adopted by ne Church in the
01(the United Preshyterian Churcli of

1 tttllI 3 frîer deliberate examination.» Now, sefar
01Ot being the case, that the Supplemental
Or t~he Plan of assisting weak congregations

uwY raid, is at present in operation in' the41it Sates Churches (North and South) of the

Qreto in the United Presbyterian Churcli of
4c inCa the Methodist, Anglican Baptist,

14 ,,, rîgationalist Churches of the Dominion, as
. neOwn; in fact, in the large majority of

Mr"$ S "urches on both sides of the Atlantic. 0f
% 1d, l 0Perl to Mr. McLeod te say that this bas

t *~.,, - *
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Presb4ijan thurcb in Canada is led to express its
preference for the continuance of the Supplemental
Scheme, with such modifications as may render it
more efficient, it will simply be acting on the plan
once ail but universally followed, and stili in opera-
tion in the large majority of Christian Churches.

I cannot but regret to find in both Mr. McLeod's
communications, but espocially in the latter, what
looks s0 like an attempt te prejudice 'the fair con-
sideration of the Supplemental Scheme by connecting
it exclusively, and, as I have shown, without any good
ground, with one Scottish Churcb. Wbat can be more
remote from ",the candid and patient spirit»' in which
Mr. McLeod invites the Church te, discuss the sub-
ject, than the statement that the Sciiome is one
" whose only one commendation, as far as I can see,
is that it is in use in the United Presbyterian Churcli
in Scotland." Fortunateiy there is the evidence on
every hand, that whatever the decision arrived at,
the Church will flot takre it in any sectional spirit. In
the Presbytery of Toronto, if I may be allowed te re-
fer te it, at its late meeting, the motion whicli looked
disapprovingly on the Supplemental Scheme was
seconded by a minister who belonged te the United
Preshyterian Church, whule that expressing approval
of the Scheme was supportod by ail but two or three
ef those present, embracing representatives of ail the
sections of whicli our happîly united Church is com-
posed.

In conclusion-for neither the time at my disposai,
nor your limits, will allow me te look at ail the state-
ments te which exception might be taken-Mr. Mc-
Leod once more deprecates haste in coming te a final
decision on the peint before the Church, and on the
ground that there bas been very littie time given te
study the question. What arc the facts ? The
question of a Sustentation Scheme in one form or
another will have been before the Churcli three years
at the date ef the next meeting of Assembly. The
Supplemental Scheme bas been in operation for many
more years. The changes proposed, while very im-
portant-the institution of a Separate Fund-and the
graduating within certain limits et the aid te be given
by the degree of liberality exercised, are not such as
should require a very long time te, examine. The
details, indeed, require a good deal of attention, and
I notice with pleasure that several Presbyteries have
referred the whole subject te Committees te consider
and report with a view te final action. It is scarcely in
place, bowever, te attempt te determine at this stage
what action the next General Assembly should take,
or to counsel it te take ne decisive step. The duty of
Presbyteries, as laid down by the decision of last
Assembly, is te indicate their preference for the one
Scheme or the other, and te make suggestions in re-
gard toe ither. The. question of taking final action
or delaying it is one whîch may surely be left witli the
Assembly. JOHN M. KING.

THE INE W CHUR CH AND MA NSE .SCHEME
FOR TUE NOR TH WEST.

Thougli I had the privilege of visiting the Nortb-
West, and spending some seven Sabbaths there, in
October and November last, I did net intend writing
about it after my returo, as I came te the conclusion
that your readers knew ail about that country that
could be known or was worth knowing. The report
of the New Churcli and Manse Scheme, published in
your issue ef the 3rd inst., makes me desirous, how-
ever, witb your permission, of saying a word on that
subject. I may state that of the seven Sabbaths
spent out there, two were spent in Winnipeg, one in
Portage la Prairie, and the other four in various mis-
sion fields te the west, in ail of wbich I conducted
twe services ecd Sabbatb. My object was te see
tic country for myseif, and form rny own conclusions
regarding it as a place te live in, and especially as a
field for ministerial work. I consider I had a fair
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West. Tie minister, as well as the settler, wbe
seeks te. establish iimself in a new. country, bas
everytbing for bimsclf and bis work te provide. The
people, whule they are thankfui for bis services, are
seldom in a position te give him mucli lelp, as they
bave enougli te do for the first two or three years
witb themselves. There is for tbe minister a place
te live in, and for the people a place te meet in, both
wanted, and the first is wanted the most, and its want
mest severely feit. There are ne spare bouses in
the North-West, as every one knows, and but littie
spare house-room that he can share witli sorne one
else. If the minister be married, te obtain a house
for bimself and farnily is, in most districts, eut of the
question. If ho be unmarried, it is, often equaiiy
difficuit te get a suitable boarding place. There is
nothing, therefore, hoe feels the want of se soon or se
muci as a suitable place te live in, and by a ««suit-
able place ' I do net mean a capacieus and comfort-
able lieuse such as mest of our Ontario manses are,
but in the meantime suci a place as wiil afford bim
shelter, and aise that measure of convenience and
comfort that is necessary for the proper disciarge of
bis duties. This is of more importance te begin witli
than a churcli building, because the lieuses in which
tic people live are, in present circumstances, toler-
ably suitabie for that, and ouglit te be sufficient tilI
the centres of population are better determined, and
tbe proper location for tbe churcli more accuratoly
known. Those bouses are mostiy oblong structures
of one or ene-and-a-lialf stery, buiit ef legs or boards,
and fiftecn te twenty foot widc by twenty te thirty
long. Sometimes the wbole is in one apartmnent,
witi the cooking steve in tic centre and the beds at the
sides or in the corners, or perhaps in a loft above.
More frequently, liowever, a part is partitioned off
for a farniiy bedroom. The "living" apartment,
wbicli is uràed for ail general liousehoid purpeses, dees
vory well for a meeting place. With externporized
seats it can accommodato frem thirty up te fifty or
sixty people, and larger congregations tian tbis in
the country settiements are net usuaily met witb. It
is liardly necessary te say that these bouses do net
offer te the minister wio boards in tbem eppertunity
for meditation and study, and these, in due measure,
are of course essential that he may keep bis beart and
mind in proper tone for bis work. Tien, there is net
only the feeling that tic family are in bis way, but
that ho is aise in tlie way of the family, and this cer-
tainly dees net add te bis comfort. I met with a
good brother in* Portage la Prairie wbo labeurs very
acceptably in a charge a few miles from that place.
Ho iad corne in te look fer a boarding place in the
town. Ho was wearied staying in the bouse of one
of bis cengregatien, ýwhere hoe was an extra weiglit te
tlie already lieavy burden of thc bousewife, and could
net obtain the needed facilîties for study iimself.
And hoe stated tiat ne otier famiiy in the congrega-
tien, whicli was terne ycars establisicd, was in differ-
cnt circumstances. A man cannot weil prepare
sermons beside the ceoking steve, witli the family
around bim preparing the meais or attending te, otier
bousebold duties ; and a steve of some kind is a
nccessary companien for tic greater part of tic year,
and tiecncoking steve is often tic only one in tic bouse.
0f course tuis state of things may be cxpected te im-
prove as the country progresses, and ne doubt it will ;
but in the meantime tic first and mest important
requisite for doing tic Churci's work is tihe'worker,
and it is simply a matter of cconomy in administra-
tien tiat ho sbeuld ho provided witi ail tic faciities
for tic disciarge ef bis duties tic circumstances wil
admit of. Our Methedieît friends, witi their usual
practical wisdem, see the importance of this, and en-
deaveur, first of ail, te provide a parsonage, wbicb,
bowevcr humble, secures for ticir representative " a
local habitation and a namo." It is te be ioped tiat
our own Churcli, tieugi a little beiind in tuis as in
some otier respects, wiil corne te tic front-lier


