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Chupey,
) ne:;m that gift in giving the Gospel to those
Raelf i", receiving back from the Church what
Mfor “:es, the surplus being at the Church’s dis-
iy obyig ® Support of the Gospel elsewhere.” Now,
Mﬂthi,':; th?f the first and the most important
jos ¢ efinition, extending to the word  purpose,”
Ikno,, 'Qually both Schemes.. No one, so far as
Wirmy, °:ld hesitate to accept the truth which it
Batig ia ¢ latter part of it, in which each congre-
'k::‘d to receive back from the ommon
“_‘diﬁ,d Uself vequires, would surely need to be
ith o Considerably to make it strictly accordant

ision 'S Proposed ; otherwise what need for the

, tmmm“‘ the Scheme empowering aid-giving con-
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to whatever Supplement they may

8ive” to the equal dividend as the salary
:apé‘t"m? The idea, however, is obvious
O%mmon Fund, to which all contribute, to
Out SPel ordinances wherever needed through-
Malise it in'".'Y-. The idea is a noble one, but to
ﬁ"l, that oy Its integrity two things are requisite :
the mon ;Pe ordinances should be sustained by
2 Provigeq und, and for that matter, the buildings
sed » In which these ordinances are to be
'h}‘llld i and second, that those who dispense them
‘hl:s Comgg Ve their whole ministerial support from
% m, °0 Fund, But so far from these conditions
%o prq,isi::‘,i"' the proposed Sustentation Scheme,
o the o s made for the support of ordinances
b‘cﬁs\th“:‘.m°n _Fund in the most necessitous dis-
daine, dm which there are not regularly called
of ¥ Fung, hl)astors. This is left dependent on an-
! the gert ¢ Home Mission Fund, and in the case
e inst:nd wealthier congregations only a part,
Fdajneq fCes a fractional part, of the salary of
F d Minister is to be derived from the Com-
» While the ministers of the weakest charges
Uhgy, ICipate in jt only by grants in aid.
Ny s:"e"", very little quarrel with the princi-
2 erstemafum Fund, though I prefer, even
::Flt in °f_ Principle, a mode of sustaining the
it ryle "hich fuller effect is given to the apos-
co,"llnnni:,a t him that is taught in the Word
&'“zs." !¢ to Him that teacheth in all good
;:vthe "holere are many, however, who, preferring
N it o b: the Principle of a Common Fund, be-
p is “‘;“Wltgble to a Church circumstanced
:" diga ;"w Dot Jikely to be successful, and there-
M nterggy ¢ :f its adoption as fitted to imperil the
I M cLeow ich it proposes to promote. .
%letrer . « d makes this strange statement in his
h"‘tiple ln .That (the Supplemental) Scheme has no
E:;!ch_» Tlt of any kind to commend it to the

Y no pr,hi‘_ Mmay either mean that it has abso-
ight to CO::C‘PIG in it, or that it has none which

mend it to the Church. Now, surel
g ¢ , surely
&f‘ d:::les t, obviously enough, the principle
h"‘:ipleto °:g should help the weak. Is this a
ite | ich any Church should be ashamed to
action ?
sta;e:l}ent, which is meant to bear hard
ng . « Ption of the Scheme, is still more sur-
vorlg but t‘nhas beea adopted by no Church in the
iy Mang) “‘e (th'e United Presbyterian Church of
thiy ¢ om er deliberate examination.” Now, so far
o th ing the case, that the Supplemental
p’h t in a§dpl§n of assisting weak congregations
Vg b"el'ian (‘:» s at present in operation in the
Noted States hurches (North and South) of the
‘n:"lh Ameri » 1o the United Presbyterian Church of
P (,:"ntl‘eg:g; In the Methodist, Anglican Baptist,
U in . o:::nal}st ?hurches of the Dominion, as
ian » In fact, in the large majority of
?‘:‘"e. it ﬁh:'ches on both sides of the Atlantic.  Of
i dong Wiflfn tO“Mr. McLeod to say that this has
MMd not ., ¢ “deliberate examination,” though
a modest charge to bring against the
% o t men who have been guiding the past
%Noacg ::& Cburches, Dr. McCosh was not
 he was mkl.ngly on a matter of this import-
g Natiog FCertamly not unacquainted with the
“&m’ whep und of the Free Church of Scotland ;
Dy, Hayp Some years ago he endeavoured, along
hh find . of N?w York, and other distinguished
i :‘ solution of the problem now before us,
Op(t) g the name of the Sustentation Fund,
%t.n Chureh’ and still in operation in the Pres-
uty i ai €A of the United States, was to give
'% y infbn,n ::’ as to make the salary (if I am
tupp ) $1,000 where the congregations
by fixed pastors. If, therefore,. the

Presl:»"y"_{m an Charch in Canada is led to express its
preference for the continuance of the Supplemental
Scheme, with such modifications as may render it
more efficient, it will simply be acting on the plan
once all but universally followed, and still in opera-
tion in the large majority of Christian Churches.

I cannot but regret to find in both Mr. McLeod’s
communications, but especially in the latter, what
looks so like an attempt to prejudice the fair con-
sideration of the Supplemental Scheme by connecting
it exclusively,and, as 1 have shown, without any good
ground, with one Scottish Church. What can be more
remote from “ the candid and patient spirit” in which
Mr. McLeod invites the Church to discuss the sub-
ject, than the statement that the Scheme is one
“ whose only one commendation, as far as I can see,
is that it is in use in the United Presbyterian Church
in Scotland.” Fortunately there is the evidence on
every hand, that whatever the decision arrived at,
the Church will not take it in any sectional spirit. In
the Presbytery of Toronto, if I may be allowed to re-
fer to it, at its late meeting, the motion which looked
disapprovingly on the Supplemental Scheme was
seconded by a minister who belonged to the United
Presbyterian Church, while that expressing approval
of the Scheme was supported by all but two or three
of those present, embracing representatives of all the
sections of which our happily united Church is com-
posed.

In conclusion—for neither the time at my disposal,
nor your limits, will allow me to look at all the state-
ments to which exception might be taken—Mr. Mc-
Leod once more deprecates haste in coming to a final
decision on the point before the Church, and on the
ground that there has been very little time given to
study the question. What are the facts? The
question of a Sustentation Scheme in one form or
another will have been before the Church three years
at the date of the next meeting of Assembly. The
Supplemental Scheme has been in operation for many
more years. The changes proposed, while very im-
portant—the institution of a Separate Fund—and the
graduating within certain limits of the aid to be given
by the degree of liberality exercised, are not such as
should require a very long time to examine. The
details, indeed, require a good deal of attention, and
I notice with pleasure that several Presbyteries have
referred the whole subject to Committees to consider
and report with a view to final action. It is scarcely in
place, however, to attempt to determine at this stage
what action the next General Assembly should take,
or to counsel it to take no decisive step. The duty of
Presbyteries, as laid down by the decision of last
Assembly, is to indicate their preference for the one
Scheme or the other, and to make suggestions in re-
gard to either. The question of taking final action
or delaying it is one which may surely be left with the
Assembly. JouN M. KING.

THE NEW CHURCH AND MANSE SCHEME
FOR THE NORTH-WEST.

Though I had the privilege of visiting the North-
West, and spending some seven Sabbaths there, in
October and November last, I did not intend writing
about it after my return, as I came to the conclusion
that your readers knew all about that country that
could be known or was worth knowing. The report
of the New Church and Manse Scheme, published in
your issue of the 3rd inst.,, makes me desirous, how-
ever, with your permission, of saying a word on that
subject. I may state that of the seven Sabbaths
spent out there, two were spent in Winnipeg, one in
Portage la Prairie, and the other four in various mis-
sion fields to the west, in all of which I conducted
two services each Sabbath. My object was to see
the country for myself, and form my own conclusions
regarding it as a place to live in, and especially as a
field for ministerial work. I consider I had a fair
opportunity of seeing how the ministers and people
live—in their homes when they have any, and in
what for the time being supplies the place of homes
when they have none.

I will pass over the thousand and one things that
might be referred to, and most of which'have been
written about already, and confine myself to the
matter above mentioned. With regard, then, to the
New Church and Manse Fund, it is certainly one of
the most needed, and likely to be the most useful
Scheme that could at the present time be devised to
meet the wants of our Church work in the North-

West. The minister, as well as the settler, who
seeks to establish himself in a new country, has
everything for himself and his work to provide. The
people, while they are thankful for his services, are
seldom in a position to give him much help, as they
have enough to do for the first two or three years
with themselves. There is for the minister a place
to live in, and for the people a place to meet in, both
wanted, and the first is wanted the most, and its want
most severely felt. There are no spare houses in
the North-West, as every one knows, and baut little
spare house-room that he can share with some one
else. If the minister be married, to obtain a house
for himself and family is, in most districts, out of the
question. If he be unmarried, it is. often equally
difficult to get a suitable boarding place. There is
nothing, therefore, he feels the want of so soon or so
much as a suitable place to live in, and by a “ suit-
able place ¥ I do not mean a capacious and comfort-
able house such as most of our Ontario manses are,
but in the meantime such a place as will afford him
shelter, and also that measure of convenience and
comfort that is necessary for the proper discharge of
his duties. This is of more importance to begin with
than a church building, because the houses in which
the people live are, in present circumstances, toler-
ably suitable for that, and ought to be sufficient till
the centres of population are better determined, and
the proper location for the church more accurately
known. These houses are mostly oblong structures
of one or one-and-a-half story, built of logs or boards,
and fifteen to twenty feet wide by twenty to thirty
long. Sometimes the whole is in one apartment,
with the cooking stovein the centre and the beds at the
sides or in the corners, or perhaps in a loft above.
More frequently, however, a part is partitioned off
for a family bedroom. The “living” apartment,
which is used for all general household purposes, does
very well for a meeting place. With extemporized
seats it can accommodate from thirty up to fifty or
sixty people, and larger congregations than this in
the country settlements are not usually met with, It
is hardly necessary to say that these houses do not
offer to the minister who boards in them opportunity
for meditation and study, and these, in due measure,
are of course essential that he may keep his heart and
mind in proper tone for his work. Then, there is not
only the feeling that the family are in his way, but
that he is also in the way of the family, and this cer-
tainly does not add to his comfort. I met with a

_good brother in" Portage la Prairie who labours very

acceptably in a charge 2 few miles from that place.
He had come in to look for a boarding place in the
town. He was wearied staying in the house of one
of his congregation, where he was an extra weight to
the already heavy burden of the housewife, and could
not obtain the needed facilities for study himself.
And he stated that no other family in the congrega-
tion, which was some years established, was in differ-
ent circumstances. A man cannot well prepare
sermons beside the cooking stove, with the family
around him preparing the meals or attending to other
household duties ; and a stove of some kind is a
necessary companion for the greater part of the year,
and the cooking stove is often the only one in the house.
Of course this state of things may be expected to im-
prove as the country progresses, and no doubt it will ;
but in the meantime the first and most important
requisite for doing the Church’s work is the worZer,
and it is simply a matter of economy in administra-
tion that he should be provided with all the facilities
for the discharge of his duties the circumstances will
admit of. Our Methodist friends, with their usual
practical wisdom, see the importance of this, and en-
deavour, first of all, to provide a parsonage, which,
however humble, secures for their representative “a
local habitation and a name.” It is to be hoped that
our own Church, though a little behind in this as in
some other respects, will come to the front—her
proper position in the North-West. This the Church
and Manse Fund, so auspiciously begun, will help
much to secure, and it certainly deserves the sym-
pathy and support of all who wish to further the
cause of Presbyterianism and the kingdom of Christ
in Manitoba and the North-West. Mr. Robertson
and the Church are to be congratulated on the suc-
cessful beginning already made, and surely, consider-
ing the great prosperity of Winnipeg, and the interest
felt in the North-West country by the Eastern
Provinces, there should be little difficulty in securing
the sum required for such an object.
Feb. Oth, 1882. JOHN ANDERSON.



