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TO SUBSCRIBERS IN ARREARS.

The fact that so many of out rzaders allow thelr
subscriptions to et far in arrears srenders the publs.
cation of THE PRESBYTERIAN a very onerous
task. The amount 20 owing now aggregates THOU.
LANDS OF DOLLARS. A change must take
place, It is impossible for ug to longer at:ow go un.
satisfactory a state of affairc to continue, and fifends
are urged TO MAKE IMMEDIATE REMIT
TANCE Accounts are enclosed in this issue, and
We expect a prompt respanse,

We bave all along looked upon our subscribers aa
HONEST AND TRUSTWORTHY : 1t 13 now for
thera to shew that our estimate was not a great mis.
take,

Namesn arrears for more than two years on 1st
of August next will be struck from our list; and the
accounts will be placed in other hands for collection
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FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.,

E remind sll whom it may concern that the As-
sembly has appointed Sabbath first (17th) as

the day on wh? h the collection for the French Evan.
gelization Fund is to be taken up in all the congrega-
tions and preaching stations of the Church in which
there is no regularly organizad society for raising
funds for the support of the various missionary
schemes of the denomination. We bope the day is
not far distant when such collections will be rendered
quite unnecessary by congregatinnal missionary socie-
ties being in full operation 1n every place where the
Gospel is preached in connection with the Presbyter-
ian Churchin Canada. This is what oughtto be, and
this is what will be, when all become fully alive to
their responsibilites in the matter  In the meantime,
ull that happy state of things shall come round, it is
not only the duty but the privilege of all the office-
bearers of the Church, tc sce that no one shall be de-
pnived of the opportunity of contributing as God has
prospered him or her, to the great work of holding
forth, as well as holding fast, the Word of life. It
would be something for which to thank God and take
courage if the ominnus and suggestive blanks so {-e-
quently to be met with in the report of the Committee
on Staustics had, by next [une, altugether disappeared.

ANDREW A. BONAR, D.D,

ERY many of our readers are -Iready aware that
the Rev. Dr. Bonar, so well known as the inti-
mate friend and biographer of the Rev. Mr. Mulheyne,
is about to visit this continent, and to engage for a
considerable period in evangelisuc wotk in com.
pany with the Rev. D L. Moody at Northfield. We
are glad to understand that Dr. Bonar 15 to pay a
visit to Turoato at no distant day, and that he will
spend at least one Sabbath in this city, and preach
more or less frequently during his stay. Dr. Bonar’s
name has long been a household word in Scotland,
but perhaps heis not so well kncwn here as he ought
to b, especially among the younger class of Canadian
Presbyterians,  For the information of such we give
ihe following tems, chicfly taken from a skeich oi Dr.
Bonar’s life in Dr Wylie’s work entitled, the “Dis-
ryprion Worthies.”

Pr Bonar was born in Edinburgh 10 1810, and ts
consequeatly now in his 71st year. After completing
his course of general and theological education he was
Yicensed in 7933, ani in 1838 was sgttied w the pansh

of Collace, Pesthshire, In due time he went with Mr,
McCheyne and Drs. Keith and Black to Palestine on
the somewhat celebrated “Mission of Inquiry” into
the state of the Jews, and assisted in drawing up the
* Narrative of Inquicy.”

“On his retura from Palestine,” says the writer of
the sketch to which we have referred, ** Mr, Bonar
found that during his absence there had heen in his
own neighbourhood aremarkable wotk of grace under
the preaching of Mr. William Durns, who was occu-
pying Mr. McCheyne's pulpit. The absent pastor re.
joiced in the blessing that had coms on his flock, and
associaved it with his having soug’. the good of Jeru.
salem, and with the promise, * ~ ey shall prosper
that love thee! Mr. Donar eatered with his whole
beart and with labdurs more abundant into the work
of the Lord, which extended to his cwn as to many
other districts in the land ; and in himself throughout
his future ministry, as in many of his brethren, the
hand of the Lord with His servants at that time in.
spired larger hopes of the kingdom of God coming '
with power in the preaching of the everlasting Gospel.

“ Side by side with a reviving ministry, and with a
quickened desire in the people for faishful preaching,
there had, for a number of years, been a growing de-
sire tliroughout the country for renewing the right of
the Church to chooseits own ministers—the intrusion
of pastors by patrons on an uawilling peopie baving
always been a source of spiritual deadness in the com-
munity, The religious progress of a generation had
given rise to coclesiastical energy, and the guickened
conscience and life of the Church of Scotland gave
orcasion to the con?ict whick ended in its disrupuon
in 18437

Throughout that conflict Dr. Bonar bore his part
with great vigour, if not so much prominence as soma
of his associates. \When the disruption came he left
the parish church of Collace, but ~ontinued in his old
sphere as Free Chureb pastor till 1856, when he ac-
cepted a call to the Free church ol Finnieston, in Glas-
gow, where he bas ever since continued to minister
with great acceptance and success. Besides his me-
moir of McCheyne, Dr. Ronar has published a com-
mentary on Leviticus and an exposition of the Psalms.

In 1874 he received the dagree of D.D. from Edin-
burgh University, and in 1878 was unanimously
elected as Moderator of the Free Chucch Assembly
which met that year ia Glasgow,

%0One of the elements of hi* permanent power in
preaching,” says the writer we have already quoted,
*is, that his sermons, though well prepared and re-
markably equal,are never wrou-ht ug, The faculty
of worling for a great effort is « '¢ that he has never
cultivated and can hardly be sald to possess, Buthe
is'so thoroughly at home in all that he utters that his
words tell with the force of one who speaks from the
averflowing of hi- own heart, ‘ believing and therefore
speaking? Not gified ke his brother to write ex-
quisite hymns, his sermons are nevertheless, and per-
haps all the more rich in poeti~ images, like the
lexters of Samuel Rutherford, which he has edited
with perfect sympathy. The variety of his happy,
illustrations gives wings to his weighty truths.”

We are sure that Dr Bonar will receive 2 most cor-
dial reception, both in the States and Canada, and the
prayer of very many will be that his visit may be
greatly blessed to the conversion of sinners, and to
the quickening and edification of those who au. ly,
through grace, have believed.

UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY,

THE annual report read at last mesting of the Up-

per Canada Bible Society i3 before us, and shews
an encouraging amount of work done Jduring the past
year. The total income was $29,173.06, of which
$18,53047 consisted of free contributions, donations
and subscriptions. Of the free contributions the
Upper Canada Bible Society received $311,217 for its
own or kindred Canadian purposes.

The number of Bibles, Testaments, and portions is-
sued dunng the year was 32,334, so that for each Bible,
Testament, or portion of either soid or given zway
there wasan expense ci nearly twenty-nine cents over
and above all that might be gained from the cxcess of
selling price over the cost of production. In ,hese
days of eager competiuon and when mulhions of the
revised Testament have been sold in the ordinary
course of business in a few weeks at very low figures,
and yet yielding a handsome profit, this scems - first
sight rathez surangs.  The subscrptions sent as free |

g

cuntributions to the British and Foreign Dible Society @
amounted to $7 744 40.  This sum, deducted from thy
total income of the year gives & balaace of $21,423¢5 |

as the net Incoma for Upper Canada Bible Sociery §
purposes for the year. Of this sum only $9.7154; |
weze derived from proceedr. of sales. To do the not
very large business there vepresented ve find that thy §
disproportionately large sum of $7,4°3.34 was ex.
pended in salaries, while other $2,352.95 went iy §
sundry other expenses. These two items alone make §
up tha sum of $9.836.29. :

We ars quite awars that the Bible Soclety is not §

conductes on mere business principles, and that the
good effected ts not at all to be gauged by tha state. §
ments of the balance sheet.  Siill there ought to be
some proportion in these matters. Nobody will & §
one moment imagine that the pumbers mentioned
(some 32,000) represent anything approaching to the
actual circulation of the Scriptures in Ontario duneg
the past year. We should think that three or fouw
times thac quantity at least have been sold during the

period.  In what way has thisheen effected?  Simply B

through the ordinary channels of trade and without
any extra expense to anyone, g
We are not at all findiog fault, thoughat the same
time we think that to expend $9,836.29 in salaries and B
expenses in order to put into circulation $3,8901.5) ¢
wotth of Bibles and Testaments, while double thy I
quantity, and far more, has been disposed of in the
ordinary course of business without any bonus being
given or asked, scems at the first blush of the maner
a rather expensive mode of procedure. It may beall
right,  \Wehave nodoubt 1t is. Still we find it difficalt
from the report and the figures to understand matters
quite so satisfactonly as we should like to do.

FOSEPH CQOK ON TOTAL ABSTINENCE,

THE Reverend Joseph Cook lately preachad the 3

annual sermon Yefore the National Temperaace §
League of Great Britain.
Mr Spurgeon’s ™abernacle in Londols, and we need
not add that it was filled to overflowing., The words
chosen as a text were the followin® from Deut, xxi,
8+ “ When thou buildest a new house then tho
shalt make a battlement for thy voof, that"thou bnng
not blood upon thine house if any man fall from
thence.” The key note of the sermon was given in
the opening sentence, which was asfollows : “ Under
a thoroughly free Goveryment the extension of the
suffrage to ignorant and intempérate populations iz
evitably places the scoundrel class at the haad of
affairs. A drunken péople cannot be a free pe o
Starting frol' thic point, M Cook wetii on to Laex
thatas free institutidns weré éxiéaded and todk in an
ever-growin humber of the populatiod, trunkenness
among vofers became a fortiidable national fmischiey,
and in certain cases might easily threatén the very
existence of free institutions, The new house that 1

building in modern daysis, he said, civil liberty under 8

representative institutions. What then is the proper
battlement to be placed r.und its roof ? The exten.
sion of the sufirage tul it becomes to all practical pur.
poses universal is inevitable in every country where
there are free’institutions at all, and under such a sys-
tem what are the two great provisions for national
safety? Mr. Cool’s: answer is: A nation of ab
stainers—a priesthood of abstainers.” This he illus.
trated and enforced with great power. After shewing
how already all over western Europe the electi~n of
thie Jower houses of legislature practically lies with the
great mass cf the people, he made ke following
pregnant and suggestive statement ¢

¢ You say I have no right to iniroduce these topics here?
I am preaching frcm my text, and I tell yot, as Brtors, a1
1 would 1e!l Norwegians, or Swedes, or . cek, or Freoede
men, or Swiss, or Germans, that the da, . coming in the
Frogress of dvilization when you cannot afford to have an
ntemperate voting class electing your lower houses of legise
1 .don,  Civilization 18 building a new house, and, a'though
1 am not discussiog here and now the structars f yoat
upper houses at all—it may be a{;ea and eges before you
change them—atill, you believe In lower houses grionded
cssentially on the votes of the people.
mately, I venture to predict, to the Amencan seusltivensss
in lthis 1‘nalter of intemperance ameng people who
politica
clvil prudence. You will be forced into it as a Yuestion
touchiog your purscs and throats. The day is coming that
#ill move the foundation of many of our present polstical
sirangements out of *Leir placs. The time has amved
when it ou‘f;ht 10 be proclzimed that the minister who Is 8
moderate drinker, the church member who is & moderde
drinker, the professor of heology, ot any nonscicntions pete
snn who sets ¢ wrong examp.. @ this-mauer, 1 b:nua;x;s
the formation of sound pablic sentimsht, such as is requi

The place of meeting was B¢

You wiil come oltic '.-'

wer. You will do this as a matter of social and .




