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INTEMPERANCE AND GAMBLING.
A NARRATIVE.

i Bt Louts Criminal Court.—State re, Augustus V. Jones.—Indictment
: fur passivg Cotnterfest Money.

The Defendant in this case was, probably, twenty-vight
years uf age, but wore the appearance of at least thirty-five.
He bad evidently once heena fine looking man ; in stature
e was scmewhat over six feet, and bis strongly marked fea.
sures and prominent forchead gave evidence of more than
mdinary iatellect.  But you could clearly discover that he
dsd become a prey to the monster intemperance—the mark
fthe benst was stamped upon his vountenauce, which gave
jta vivid and unnatural glare.  He was placed in the box,
with others who were to be arraigned upon the indictments
preferred agaiust them.  All the others pleaded not guilty,
{as i5 usual) and 2 day was sct for their trial.  The defen-
dant was told to stand up, and the clerk read to him the
indictment, which charged him with. having, or: the 10th
&y of August, passed a counterfeit Bill, for the sum of
fthrse dollars ; and upon being asked the question, guilty
w not guilty, he replied * guilty—guilty & Then, wrn-
sz fo the court, he remarked that, as this was the last
ian hie ever expected ¢o appear in court, he would be glad
ifhe would be allowed to mnake a few remarks.  The judge
told him to proceed.  After a pause, in which hie was evi-
Bhotly endeavouring to calm his feclings, he proceeded as
RAWE e
4 May it please the Court :—1n the remarks that I shall
puake, I will not attempt to extenuate my crime, or ask at
fwur bands any sympathy in passing seutence onme.
wow that I have violated the luws of my country, and justly
serve punishment ; nor would I recall the past, or dwell
Bon the bitter present for my own sake. A wish to do
jpood for others is my only motive.

R ¢ I shall, with the indulgence of the court, give a briel
Parative of my life, with a hope that those young men
sund me may take warning by it, and avoid the rock upon
hich 1 havesplit. I was born of respectabie parents, in
be State of New Jersey, and during my childhood recciv-
every attention that fond parcats could bestow upon an
ely sen. It was early discovered that I had a fondness for
and my father, though in limited circumstances,
ermined to give me a liberal education, I was sent to
high school in the neighborhood, and such was my pro-
that at 12 years of age, my preceptor declared me
alified for college, and I accordingly entered one of the
tniverzities of the country.  Here I <o distinguished
yeelf that, at sixicen, 1 gradusted with the second honours
the institution, and returned home flushed wath the bril-
tprospects of success that lay before me. I soon after
enced the study of law, and when only in my twenti-
year, T obtained a licence to practice.  Acting upon
advice of friends, I determined to try my fortunesin the

% I accordingly atranged my affairs for Jdeparture

carly in the full of 1833. 1 veceived the blessings of my
parents, and in return promised faithfully and fonestiy to
avoid all bad company as well as their vices.  ad I kepg
my promise, I shauld have been saved this shame, and been
free from the load of guilt that hangs around me continual.
ly, like a ficudish vulture threatening to drag me to justice
for crimes as yet unrevealed. I left my early home where
all had Leen sun shine, and where my pathway had been
strewed with flowers, to try my fortune among strangers,
and to try my strength in bulleting the storms and tempests
of the world,  With a light beazt 1 looked forward to the
fature ; I soon reached Wheeling, where T took paseage in
aboat for Louisville.  {u the Loat a grame of cards was pro-
posed for amusement 3 sud aithough I had promised faith-
fully to avoid such things, I argued to myself, that there
was no harm in playing a game for amusement. I joined
the party, and we kept up the amusement most of the way
down. After we left Cincinnatti, it was proposed to beta
¢bit’ a game, merely, as it was said, to make it interesting,
My first impression was to leave the table, but I was told
that it was only a <bi¢'—that 1 could not lese more than
one or two dollars.  ‘This argument prevailed, for I facked
mote than moral courage to do what was right. I feaxed
my companivns would say I was stingy of a little moncy,
Influenced by these feclings, I played, and won. Before
we reached Louisviile, we had twice doubled the stake, and
I found my luck enabled me to pay my passage out of my
winnings. It was the first time 1 ever had bot money, and
my success ruined me.  Again [ plzyed and was again suc-
cessful ; and, in short T continued to play for amusement;
until I had acquired a thirst for gaming. I settled ina
thriving village in T and cor d the practice
of my profession under flattering auspices, and my frst ap-
pearance in a criminal court washighly complimented, and
I 50on brcame kanown throughout the circuit. Things went
on thus for more than a year—and I believed myself fairly
on the toad to fame and fortune. I occasionally played
cards 3 but I consoled myself with the idea that I only
played with gentlemen for amuscment.

« One night I accompanied some young men to a gaming
shop, aad for the first time in my life, I saw 2 Faro Bunk,
My companions commenced betting, and I was induced to
join them, although I did not understand the game, Again
I played with success.  None of oy companions had been
fortunate, and it was insisted that I was the lucky man, and
that 1 must treat.  We repaired to my room, wheré I ot-
dered wne, and before we broke up we were all deeply in-
toxicated. With me this was the first time, and the next
day I resolved that T would never play cards again. I ad-
hered to this determinatien fur nearly threc months, when [
again yiclded to the entreaties of my dissipated asscciates.

¢« I now played with varied success, and found an excare
for resarting to the wine-bo'tle.  If ¥ lest, I drank, if 4
won, T ticated.  Thus I progressed upon my downward

cours?, until diisnking aud gamtlhng tecame my chivf em-



