Our own synod at its last session did ot ignore the change or shun it~ responsi-
bility, but claimed and exercised the right to frame rules and segulations for the
governmetit of the Charch in Nova Scotin. Now that a synod is about to be estab-
lished in New Brunswick, it Is to be hoped thit a combination of- the maritime
dioceses under a metropolitan cleeted hy thehselved will ensure unity of action.

* The proposed bill was withdrawn' toward the close of the last session of Parlia-+
ment, but will no doubt be brought in again at anearly date.  The present Colonial

Secretary is decidedly in fuvor of sucha bill. He says: ¢ For myself, T can certainly
say that I should be most anxious to pecede to the measure.” :

““ On.taking a general view of colonial society you will sce from year to year an
increase of' ¢ivil action, and it has been the policy of this country t.. give almost
absolute f{‘ccdom in many of the colonies which possess representative insiitutions,
and they have deliberately reduced the Church in many instances to the level of
the other religious bodies. - Therefore it scems to me that, such being the case, it
would amount to a revolution if we were to attempt to deprive them of that liberty
of action.in ecclesiastical matters”

“ For my own part, I do not feel that there is any risk of the spiritaal ties being
severed by this procedure. On the contrary, during recent years there has beena
tendoncy to increase them. It has been clearly demoustrated that as vou give civil
liberty to those colonies their loyalty to the Crown increases; and so I beleive that
if you deal generously with the colonies in-ecclesiastical matters you will find that
their allegiance to the Church of England will increase in proportion to the liborty
you bestow upon them.” " .

_With a Colonial Scerctary holding these sentiments, we may justly hope that the
Bill will receivethe prompt and favourable attention of Her Majesty’s Govermmeént.

COLONIAL BISHOPS' BILL. . -
Clause, 1.—Merely relates to the * sets repealed.’”

2.— Validit gi.v;n to Appointments and Ministerial Acts,in case of Ordination
by Bishops not having jurisdiction in the place of their residence.”

This we suppose is mostly retrospective and refers only to those who, through
mistake or misunderst&nding. may uot have been ordained in strict accordance with
the letter of the law. 1t renders their appointments and acts valid as thd’ there
had been no irregularity. :

~ 8 Persons ordained by Fbreién or Colonial Bishop's not to hold Preferment
in England or Irelend, without consent of Diouvesan.”

i XWhag et of this would not be to pluce our clergy in any wosse position thau -

before, while the former act bearing upon this subject wonld be repealed, **except
o far as related to Bishops and Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the
United States.” ' . L :
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4.—¢ Nor to officiate without notice to Djocesan, or contrary to his injunction.”

This clause provides that o clergyman uvless holding a licenee from an English
ir Irish.Bishop, shall * offieiate on more than ene day within three months, in any
hurch or chapel in any "(one?) diocese in Eugland of Ircland,” without permission
rom the Diocesap, under penalty of Ten pounds to the Governor of Queen Aune’s
ounty. Similar restrictions we believe have heretofore existed. -

5.—« Exception of persons ordained uider commission from English or Ivish
Jiocesan.”
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