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age of oppor+uuity for dong good, for at no prece- | deposited tho owrlnsin@ gospel, and these things|the hist_o‘r—y— of the Fronch nation is too well knowa

ding period of the world wore thoro such _facilities
for missionary oporations as tho prosont affords, arnd
it cannot but {)c appovont to overy reflecting mind,
from the pnssing eveats of the day, that the * tunc
to favour Zion, yea that the sct timo is come,” and
an opportunity is placed within our roach of hemg
oxtensively useful to our follow men.

The present stal: of the teorld is fovorable to Mis-
sisnary operations.—-Y.very man who has made
fransell acquainted with its last twenty years” history,
nmust know th : it has undergone a considerable
change during that period, very favourablo to Missi-
onary excrtions. The laudable offurts of the Bible
Socicty in promulgating to mankind, in about oue
hundred and sixty different languages, the wouder-
ful works of God. have succeeded in moving the
natious, and oxciting amonpgst thewn a spirit of in-

niry relative to religious truth. ‘The Bible, hke

1e precursor of Emmanuel, has gone forth and 1s
preparing ¢ in the wildorness a high way for our
God,” who is at the head of that small, but invin-
cible army whicl is destiacd to overthrow all oppo-
sition, and to subdue the whole world. 'That the
way is preparing for this noblo achievement, must
be olivious oven to a superficial observer. The
two great Aantichristian powers are in a state of
portentous agitation, and wany of their votaries aro
boginning to betray signs of dissatisfaction with the
ahsurdities of their respectivo creeds.  Tho Eastern
churchesare awaking from their slumbers, and cry-
ing to those of the West* give us of your oil for
aur lamps have gono out.”  The most intelligent
amougst the idolatrous tribes are manifestly becom-
ing porplexed and disgusted with the principles and
rites of paganism. Copics of the Holy Seriptures
are almost every where anxiously desired, aud
eagerly perused.  And heart thriling voices from
various sectious of the unchristianized world, im-
ploring spiritual hcl{). are reiterated in the cars of
the Directors of Missionary Socicties. Thus are
the fields « whito to the harvest, and although we
do not state thatin every part of them, lahorers
would be ailowed to reap without much toil and
opposition, yet we are bold tosay that these things
concurring simultancously, are signs of the tirnes
which call upos vs to “ putin the sicklo and reap,
for the harvest is ripe.”

The present standing of the 3ritish nation in the
vorld, 1s another circumstance favorable to the pro-
gress of Missions.  Without intending any insidious
reflection on other nations, I feel all the vonfidence
which uuth inspires, in avowing that Great Britain
exerts a paraount influence amongst the nations
of the carth. Some yield to this influence from
motives of attachment ; others, from those of fer.
For at ~hatever court, or in whatever country, she
fails to sccure respect, the rearing of the British
Zion never fails to juspire dread. “That such is her
influcace, is evident from the protection which her
very name affords. It is like a strong towor in
which many foreigners find safety whilst travelling
in the lands of peril and death; and oven her cuvic
ous foes are often found amongst those individuals
whilst far away from the land of their birth. Con-
nected with this imfluence ave, her extensive pos-
sessions.  She bas her flourishing colonics in every
qQuarter of the globe, which are increasing in number
and mageitude ; and even millions of t’i)e heathen
arc under the cootrol of her salutary sceptre.  Her
banuers are waving in the breeze of cvery zone,
aund the son is ever gilding some portion of her
dominions. Her canvas is swelling on every sea,
and her thunders shaking cvery continent. These
Unngs furnish an opportunity v us as Britons, of
bewg extensively useful in the cause of missions,
and not ouly amongst tho civilized, but the wost
barbarous and degraded of the human rece.  Siwat-
<d as her possessions are in tho Meditorrancan, in
Africn, in Asie, in Auvstralia, in America, and the
different islands of tho sea, they open before us in
their respective vicinitios, immense fiolds for mission-
ary achicvemeat, giving us immediate access to
millions of our fallen species, and aflording commu-
nication either directdy or indircetly with almost all
the tribes of mey, to whom we can now extend our
religious charity, under the respectable and influential
gauonagc of the British flog. Blind indced must
e that man who does not behold in these things the
aperations of a gracious providenco, which desipns
the British nation totake a Jeading part « in buildiug

mark her out as a chosen mstrument to take the
most active partin its diffusion.—Luko tho Aungel
in the Apocalypse, sho is to fly in the midst of
Heaven, Ecnring on her extended pinions the sacrod
deposit, that she mnay convey 1t to * them thatdwell
on the earth, and to every nation, and kiodred, and
tongue, and people.””  Anc I am happy to say that
having alroady colnmenced her fight, she hiws for
sutne time been on the sving, and it is this that
renders her invineible in the field of contest,—that
crowns her arms with victory,—and oxtends her
borders in the earth. It 1s ¢his, winch makes anti-
christtan natmns fant inher presence, and causeth
Rel to bow down, and Nebo to stoop before her.
And 1tis this, rather than tho oxcellency of her
constitution, or tho wisdom of her statemen, orthe

rowess of her armes, or the strength and valor of
ior navy, that gives her such influences, respectabili-
ty, and dommion in the world.  Beitam is Heaven's
almoner, and therefore Providonce opens her wav
amongst the nations for the distribution of Heaven's
bounty. She blows the trumpet of the Lord i her
camps, and the ** Lion of the trihe of Judah™ roars
in her defence. No wonder then that her enemios
shoutd he scattered mn confusion, aud the nations
should give placo uato her:

[ro BE concrvDED.]

LITERATURE.

UsivensaLiTy op THE Freven Laneuvace.

We find in the March number of tho Revue Encyclo-
pedicue, an ahstract of a discourso on this subject,
which assigns with tolerable accuracy the causes
which have horetofors made the French language
so extensively spuken, and so exclusively important
to the traveller. The Berlin Acadmey, in 1783
proposed the threo following as prize questions—
*What has mado the Freach the universal lan-

uage?’ Why does it merit this distinetion 1 ¢ [s
it pussible that st will continue to maintainit?” The
prize was awarded between a popular French
writer and a leamed German name Aehtmb. whose
profound researches do not seem to havesuited either
the mind or tho vamty of the French. ‘The work
of which this article is an abstract, is by M. Allon,
who treats the subjects in the order of the first 2nd
third questions. "T'he causes of the prevalence of
the language he counsiders, first historically, and
next philosopiucally. He sketet.os the progress of
the language up to the cleventh century and the
cpoch of the troubadours in the Southt. aud trouveres
ia the North of France. These wandering minstrels
doubtless had a memorable influence iz cxtending
the Provincial dialects over all Europe, and subse-
quently into Asia ; wiule their stationary schools, to
which strangers were attracted, centributed alike
to iuspire them with a love for the language of song, ]
123 to giveit a fixed form and consistent arrange-
ment. Intho thirtecoth century the two principal
dialects merged wto one ; or rather ono prevucled,
and became that of the Court.—Meantime the Cru-
sudes had spread the use of them far and wide; and
then came the romances of Cluvalry, which are
alledged to have been originally written in what was
then the languago of France. "The French conquest
in Bugland. Sicily, and the Gieck empire, the
eucouragement of priuting in France, and the brilli-
ant reign of Francts L. are next cnumerated 5 dnd it
is mentioned that Charles V. phid distinguished bo-
mage to the language, whea he employed it in an-
nouncing his abdication of the impenal throne in
favour of hic son.  From the period of the reign of
{lenvy IVth, begins the series of eminent Freach
writers ; Malberbe and Pascal being most distinguish-
ed among the carlicst of those who formed this
Inpguage and made it classical. It is customary to
designate all these writers colleetively, as belonging
to the age of Lows XIV. Similarlicenses are taken
in speaking of any number of literary men who fleur-
ished within fifty years ofexch other, i the history .*
English litcrature. The revocation of the ediet of
Nantz scnt au army of exiles abroad, to circulate
their mother tongue. The ngo which followed was
ano, in which science and learning were cultivated
over all Europe, as they had never been before;
and on tho continent, the French writers, or the
Euglish theough the vehicle of the French langunge,
lhad uaiversal circulation. Prom the breaking out

to need gny refererice even to its leading features.
Thewr a*ms were carrvied into every quarter of the
world: and their diplomatic relations to every na-
tion, that was approachable in that character.

The philosaphical reasens for tho general use of
the French language assigned by Mr. Allon, are—
its perspicuity 3 the -impheity of its gramatical con-
struction 5 the circumstance, that the great body of
its words are derived from the language which pre-
vailed in urope hefore it was overrun by the bar-
barians ; its pliancy, which renders it so peculiarly
fit for conversation: its polite chara-teristics, and
adaptation to gallantry which make it the favourite
of the women all over the world ; the geographicat
position of France and the affable and courtoous
demeanor of its inhabitants; and the circumstances
which have prevented the language of any other
nation,—of Italy, Germany. Lngland or Spain from
obiaining an equal circulation, +3 the current com
of thought.

‘T'ruly. this last is a sweeping reason, and after
all. Mr. Allon's philosophy is the samo us Mr
Owen's. The solution of the first question may
however be fairly found among the several causes
he has assigned ; though he, or the analyst of his
dissertation, has not made these which hasve been
most eflfectual, most nrowmtnent. We shall not at
present accompany him in his speculations on the
probable duration of the asceadancy of the French
tongue asto unpiversal use.—We should like ex-
ceedingly to see a well written paper on the com-
parative extent to which the English and French
languages are spoken over the world aut present.
Itis a subject requiring industry rather than talent.
Deliver us from  philosophy, upon such mattors of
fact!

-l f 0>
NEW PUBLICATIONS.

The last number of the Foreign Quarterly eon-
tains a list of }13 different works published on the
Continent from January to March inclusive.

Baron Humboldt writes to his Paris publisher,
under date of March 22d, that he expects (o roturn
from the Ural Mountains and the banks of the
Irtysch in autumn. and will then resume  his labors
in his Relation Historigue. From this it is inferred
that his proposed journey to the Caucasus has bectt
for the present relinquished.

Trwo republications are announced at Paris of the
Sermons of Saurin : the first complete in eight val-
umes—the second a selection in four.

A new periodical, entitled Reveu Britanique Re-
lirieuse, consisting of selections from the best
Religious Journals in Great Britain and in the United
Rtates, is announced to appear quarterly at Paris
and Geueva.

A humorous poem in Latin distichs, to satirian
the mania of smoking, has jost been published at
Vienna, entitled Amor Capnophilus Carmen nuper
repertum, nunc commentario philologico, @sthetivo,
ethico, illustratum edidit Palladive Philockaris.

Two volumes of Pocms by His Majesty the
King of Bavarin lave recently appeared the
profits of which are to be devoted to charitable
purposes.

The University of Munich, in the third year of its
existence,is attended by 1700 stdents.

Mr. Gustavas Haenel, who has been travelling
for seven years in the South of Germnany, Italy,
Switzerland, France, Spam, Portugal, Great Britun
and the Netherlauds, is about to publish 2 collection
of inedited catalogues of MSE& preserved in nore
than one hundred libraries, with a description of the
Libraries visited, historical notices, &e.

A selection of tho works of Luther, adapted to
the present times, has just appeared, in 10 volunos,
8 vo.

A new edition of of the works of Melimethon is
about to be published by Bretschneider, and will in-
clude noarly 600 incdited letters and papers of that
distinguished Reformer.

The King of Prussia has granted the sum of
214,000 to the Observatory of Berii:, S#500 of
which are for the purchase of a fourteen feet ‘T'olos-
cope, now at Munich, #4500 for a Meridian Circle,
and 3600 for a Chronometer.

The Emperor of Russia has established a ‘Central
Institution ac St. Potershurg for the education of
"Teachory: and has appropriated 207,460 rubles pec

the walls of Zion,” With ber is pre-cmimently

ofthe American War, to the downfall of Baonaparto,

Lannum for its support.



