
THE,,ÔNTAIR

Even in our cold Canada, we have plucked thie
daisy ero the snow bas takien its departure. It
thrives bcst in sorne seltered spot, aud should lie
oovered iu the winter. There are seecral varieties
of the cnltivated sorts; some arc pure wvhite double,
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util the following spring. WVhen a very early
mupply Io rcquired, the bied mauet bo covored ln
Novernber with stable inanure, which may bo re-
mioved very early iu sprîng, aud etraw or soins
light covering substituted for it, wbich muet boe ta-
ken off graduslly as the weather growe warrner.

FIIEST SPIRIING FLOWERS

The S.çow DRop je the earlicst cf ail spring flowere,
net oven waiting until the snew bas dieappeared
before it shows its pure white bloseonis. It je flot
so, common iu tii country as it is in Englaud and
other parts of Europe, perbaps because our seeere
winters are rather trying te It. There are only two
varieties cf this flower, the single and the double.
They niake a vcry prctty appearancc whcn plautcd
together in groups. The bulbs should bc eet in
good ;oil, about an inch and a haif deep. There je
a fower very sirnilar to this called the Great Snow
drop; it is much laîger both lu bulb and flower, aud

should bo planted four or five luches deep. The
meots should bie taken up evcry third year, ' hien the
leaves are decayed, and kept iu a dry place, the saine
as auy other bulbs, until August, aud then re-
planted.

Tn3E VOC.T beautiful littie flower should
have a place la every garden. It is said by colne te
bie an embi,'i cf faithfulaess, îheugh we ofteu see
it pictured as an cxnblern cf modesty; ln cîther case
it le very cblarming. It is one cf the first flowers lu
field and wood that greet us in the early spring, and
on 1this acceunt, we prize it ail the more. Most cf
the wild varieties are vcry fragraut and wvell worth
transpianting te the gardon. Mauy percous have
an idea that the double varictice arc scentiess. This
le a great niletake, as cerne cf the double eues both
white and bliie, yield the sweetest perfurne. There
le a large varicty cf the violet, termed by floriets
"9Pedate Violet, Nvich rnay be fouud lu the woods
early lu the spring. They arc somectinies very
baudeonie, though generally cf a very liglit colour.
. Violets should bie plauted lu a siiady, sheltered
place, and will blooma nuch eariier iu spriug if
covercd threugb the winter.

TiiE DÀisy je a native cf Eugland sud Setlaud,
aud grows wlild la great abundance iu those ceunitries,
blcoming uearly ail the ceason, as Montgomery bas

eutflydescribcd -
TIt smiles -Upon the iap cf ?dsy,

To tiultry Atu'ubjt spreadsà tt charms,
Lights pale (S'tobz )n hits %%ay,
.And twines December'a arma."
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while othere are beautifully varlegated. They cen
hae propagated by dividîng the moots, or froni seed.
The eeed rnay bo sowun iu a sheltcred border iu the
gardon, but le cafeet la the g-cen-house or bot-bied.
Daisies uiay bo plauted lu clumpe, or as bordera to
other bede, with very pretvy effect. .Auy trouble
sud pains that are takien ia the cultivation cf this
flower, and very littie are required, wiil be fully
repald, for, wbile

IThe rosa ins btit a r-u-nuier reigii,
The daîWy î,cer dies."

Tur Citocrs le a hardy biilbous-rooted plant, and
a native cf IlolIand. Thiere are mny varieties,
some c'thern very gay, sud wbeu pianted together
inabordor,theymake amragnificentdisplay. TheCro-
cus blooms lu April, sund the bulbe ehould bceplauted
lu the previeus September or October, about au inch
sud a half deep. W'liîn the blossorne sud leavos
have dccaj'cd, the bulbe rnay cither bc talion up sud
çiaced la cornie cool and dry place until auturn, or
rnay remn lu the ground scveral seasous without
being rcuieved.

Tur lhxtciîT s ne uf the fil,, t spriug flewvers.
It is largly eultiv'ated in lollaud, and ail parts cf
the wvend are suppiied ivith bul'be frura that country.
There are eaid te hoe over eue thousaud varicties cf
this flower. They are cf alruost cvery ehiade both
double sud single. The sinigle varicties are very
beautiful, theugli thc double oncs arc considered
inuchi more baudeone. IIitylthappear very well
distributed lu différent places -about the borders,
but ihil show te, better advautage if piautcd la a
lied. The ccil shotild bc xvell prcparcd by mixing
manuire w-ith the garden carth. If the soil le fouud
to bc cf tee lieavy a nature, it 1-1ay ho improved by
adding a li',tle saud, and theroughly iuixirîg ail
together. The pl- -es for tlic bulbe sh-ould then ho
inarked eut ab - ei-lit inicies spart. Iu planting
care ciîould bie takeln te have the celeurs wvell
arrauged. The -builbe should be covcred four inches
deep w%%ith fine sandy scii. October le the beet time
te plant. The bcd should be covered ivith corne
liglit substance throughl the winter. Aftcr the bicorne
are dead, and the bcaves arc withered, the bulbe
should hc taikeu up and laid on a bied cf iight cartllr
xvitb the leaves down, sud thc roots covered -%vith
'csrtb. lu about twio wekhs they ivill ho ripened,
sud niay ho taken up sud clcared frorn the cartir
and reets, sud wrappcd lu papers sud kcept iu a dry
place for future use. Wlîeî Use flowers bave at-
taiued their lieigit, it %Yill hoe noecsary te tic thora
te, sticks or corne wire supports, as their owu wcight
or the wind would otherivisc break thein. Grown
lu glasses or pots, the hyacintlr le a beautiful iný
door flower, sud relieves the desolatenece cf wiuter
with ite cheerful bloomi, -%hlilc it fille the lbeuse withl
a doludous fragrance.

TUE TriaW le a hardy flower, sud le cultivated


