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Vosing Exercises.
WedInesday eveing', April Oth, the elosing ex-

ercises for session 188k-81 Nvere hield in Orescent
Street Ohurch,before an iniusitvdly large audience.
The proceedings comneilced by the sincging of
the I t5th hymnn, and prayer by the Rev. W. Me-
Kibbini,B13 ., '75. Then fol lowed the presentation
of prizemn, seholars anid niedallist, in the order
of the appended list.

Mr. David Morrice, in xnaking the presentation of the
gold medal to Mr. Mitchell, said they had reason to be
gratified at the position the College now occupied inj
v'iew of the small beginning tsvelve )-ears ago. Seventy
graduates had lcft its halls. and there wvcre thirty stu-
dents now in the College who would be engaged in
mission wvork. during the holidays, w~hite the graduates
were now labouring in différent parts of the country.
But there wvas yet much to bé donc to niake the College
-as efficient as it should bc. They had at present twvo
professors and a lecturer. 'Po acconiplish their work
they should have at least a staff %3f five professors.
'rhere should be a chair of systenîatic theology and
homiletics, a chair for church history, a chair for apolo.
getics, one for exegesis, and one for biblica] literature,
not to mention the teaching of the Frencli language,
iviich wvas an important feature of the College wvork.
These chairs should be A'l welI endowed. Another
niatter for consideration wvas the libraryy. There 'vas
now ample accomodation for books, and fricnds of the
institution cduId help themn to place on the shelves ail
miodern works of value. The creation of twvo or three
fellowvships at S5oo or $6oo a year, to give graduates an
extra year's study here or clsewhere, %vas desirable, and
vwould rucet such a case as that of 'Mr. 'Mitchell, the gold
medallist, who had determined to study for another year.

Mr. G. D. ]3aync', B.A., d1elivered the valedictory,
in the course whereof he said :

*l'he members of the class of 'Si nieet together to-
night, as a unit, for the last time. Fur !icven years ive
have toiled together up) the rugg d steelib. We have
been botind by a common purpose. Fromn our common
labours and hopes now blossoming to fruition ; from our
mutual dificulties and dangers, our joys and sorrovs-
nay, fromi our ver>' rivalries,-have bprung into life
wvarm, imperishable friendships, which shall stand the
test of the rudest storms. But the streamn of time wvhich
has borne us along together, and finds us in the closest
union to-nighit, is soon to separate us more wvidely than
ever.

Brothers in toit and hope, the importance and respon-
sibility of our high calling appeal to us to-night in ac-
cents loud and earnest They demand the earncst con-
secration of ail our powers and attainments. No nobler
calling-can enlist the zeal and energy of mortal man.j
Tlhe path of duty znay lead up rugged stceps, over stornmy
wvays. The call to arms inay be a call to danger or to
death. The call of duty miust be obeyed, the path of
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duty 'vo must follo'.v, wvhatevcr may bc the result. When
Kossuth led his Magyars to the wvalls of Vienna, he cail-
cd a hait and addrcssed thcmi :-"' Here before you lie
two paths ; the one the path of ease and safety, but ulti-
mately of servitude ; the other the path' of duty, but of
danger and, probably, of death. Which do you choose ?"
WVith a cry that rent the heavens, and shook the earth,
they said, " Ve choose the path of duty 1" In like man-
ner are ive callcd to duty. Our years of toit, important
though tlîcy be to us, are but means to a still more im-
portant end. The great wvork that is to absorb aIl our
powcxs is but opening up before us. Let us demonstrate
to this utilitarian age that ive are resolved to be useftul
in our day and generation. The necessities of a ruined
world cry to us for light and sympathy and help. For-
getting the discouragements of the past, wve must now,
with redoublt-d encrgy, address ourselves to that great
work, on wvhose threshold ive have for a feu' years been
standing.

We go forth as defenders of the faith. Apology is,
not flic chief business of thc Christian minister. We may
flot be called to act in the arena of polemics. But, firm-
ly persuaded in our own minds, ive are to be prepared
for any assault. The Christian religion bas always had
defenders ; it has ahvays met ivith opposition. In Judrea
Christianity came into collision with a conservative reli-
gion. In Greece and Rome it conflicted with polythe-
ismn, %with priestly powver, with the state, with philosophy.
In the middle ages it encountered the blackness of dark-
ness. Later )n, its defenders were callcd to battle
against atheisiu, deisin, pa-ntheism, and rationalism.
Many of these conflicts have ceased forever. They have
gone into the extinct controversies of the past, and are
not to be reneved. Hte have fallen upon laLer times.
The defender of the Christian religion to-day has a dif-
férent wvork to do fromn what he had in thc days of Celsus
and Porphyry; in the days of Morgan and Chubb; in
the tinie of Volney, Gibbon and Hume. The old modes
of attacking the Bible are either abandoned or changed
into miodern forms. The attacks arc froin neiv quarters,
and ivith neiv weapons; the questions involved are deep-
er than any with which the church bas heretofore grap-
pied ; the resuits of the conflict may bc final. A more
subtle pantheismn underlies the positivismn and rational-
ismn of the present day than wvhat bas hitherto appeared
on the stage of ihis wvorld. Men are offering Agnostic-
ism and refined materialisiti as substitutes for Christian-
ity. An insidious and dangerous scepticismn is talzing
root in many quarters. There is wvith xnany a tendency
to regard everything as an open question. Thus the
sacred truths which we have been in the habit of con-
sidering as settlcd questions, and fromn Nhich wve have
oftcn taken our bearings wvhen cast on the sea of doubt,
are thrown into the ci -icible and treated ivith disrespect,
and even contempt. To ail the.se forces of the enemy
the Christian ministry must present an unbroken front.
We must neither tremble nor turn aside. This is a liv-
ing age; an inquisitive, progressive age. Theologians
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