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PLEASANT HOURS.

Growth.

The Blream
Yes, tuild your dam as high ss you gan,
You think I m-small,-but-I'll te!l -you-all,
¥ get over it over Just 8o .
And make your wheel buzz down below
You can't-stop mo while-water-flows,
1 may be a river yet—who knows ?

The Acorn,
Hee how-the brown moutd over mo siits,
‘Bury mo decper ‘neath leaves fn drifts;
Farget I'm=here, deep out of-sight,
Where it_ts dark-~as dark as night,
You can’t hide-me-while acorns- grow—
Pl be an oak tree the next you know

The Boy.
“Keep me In-dresses, and-play I'm a glrl;
Keep my long hair nieely in curl,
But-I'm 2 boy, doubt that who can,
And somo bright day I'll"be a man,
Tho world-will know me—that's what I

_ snld~—
For I've"a thinker In_my head
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SOME QUEER QUSTOMS OF-THE
JAPANESE.
BY MRS. RICHARDSON.

In making-their- clothes the costliest
materlal 1s often- put-in for lining,-and
the largest-patterns, widest stripes, and
brightest colours are-used for the bables.
1t_used-to be the custom -for a . marrled.
woman:to_keep_her-teeth-blackened. But
as we-sco only old women- with black
teeth now,-1 think-the custom-18 not_fol-
luwed-now-by women when they marry..
The women do mot have thelr hair
combed -more- than- twico-a-week  The

_man-and make his own bargain, but gots
“some ono to o for him; and usually-the
* go-between,” as he Is called, gets-somo
sno else-to go_fur him.  So that by-the
-timo -tho busmess 18 -finished, it “has
passed through a number of hands, and,
of- cuurge, each wants some pay for-his
work It n servant wanig-a place-he
sends somo.ono elso to sce about it in-
stead-of going-himsel

When a woman marrles and- takes a
man's name she must go to his bomo to
vo-mnnrried  No matter it ho-does live

Often, if thero are no boys in-the family,
thoy adopt a son by marrylug him to one
of the daughters, and_then-ho takes -her
name and goes-to her houso to be-mar-
rled The couriship and arrangement
for marriage are not carried-on by the
young people themselves, but- they have
-thelr-go-betweens-do all_that

Japanese -pull their -boats -up on the
_ahore stern flrst, and -they are rowed
teculled) from behind tnstead of the side.
Carpenters work -tho lumber while-it-1s
_wet.  Should it happen to_get dry be-
“fore-thoy want-to-uso ft-they-soak it 1o
water before working-it up lnto furnl-
ture-or buildlng material. No-wonder
then, Is it, that furniture and things
_shrink-when kept-In warm, dry-rooms 1.

Things do not shrink fn thelr houses,
for-all tho heat they have is a little char-
coal fre, and -the-houses are cold_and
damp~ The saws and “planes-are-pulled
‘toward one-fnstead of being pushed from”
one. The Kkitchen of the house-is in the
_tront next to the street, the best roomat
the back, and-the front yard at the back
of the house.

-{n the-barn-the horses are backed into
“tho stalls and tied by ropes-from each
alde of-the head out to the sides of the
-stalls, and-fed_from_a bucket suspended
in-what to them is the front, but what to
us fs- the back-of the-stall. The.men
mount from:. the right side, and- the
_horses' -manes_are.on_the left. Instead
-of relning-the horse's_head up, they-rein

driven.

They-pick and eat fruit-and vegetables
green,-and lot-fish-lle around until it {s
stale before-cating. ne kind, h "
~they always-cat_fresh, for they-eat them’|

-|:alive just as they catch them—by the’

"handful. They are a tiny fish.

-Custom -and -location determine who
are one'’s nelghbours.  Some places, one
on elther- side.and_the-threa_opposite; in
_other -places - the number is-as high-as
nine, those nearest situated belng-one's
-nelghbours. When & person-moves into
-another bourhood, the

= {-do not call first, but_tho newcomer must-

call--on- the- nelghbours first and -give
_them a.-present of money  The amount’
-depends upon-the_locality; sometimes " it
-13 three sen for -each neighbour, and
sometimes more.

‘In summer -they -wash thelr clothes
_and-hang-them-on:-bamboo poles to dry
~The winter kimono are lined and-wadded
with cotton; these they rip-up before
washing; as-each pleco-is-washed-it s
stretched upon a board -while-wet, and
then ft-needs.no-ironing.

Even In nature:some things-are re-
versed.  Most of-the maples are more
-ltke-shrubs_than trees, and-have delicate
“leaves, many of them mere skeletons.
Some bave bright red leaves all summer -
-On the other hand, the-oleanders and
are “like trees. = Muskmelons

women-are d: and pigeon-
toed, not-from any physical- cause, -but’
because “they deem -it “more -becomin:
Iho-bables are_carrled o o Yack™ in-
stoad of-in the arms _ They do not wear
hats, and do take off their shees- when
they-go-into the-house Foreign dress
18 'l&st'bglngradopted “by the men, but'I

-are more like blg cucumbers, while per-
simmons _are 23 large as oranges and
lemons.  Instead of tho -peach and
cherry bearing lusclous-fruit they spend
-all their-strength-In -blossoming.  The
-flowers are large, doubdle, - fragrant, and
from_pure- White-to dark red in colour.

am - of- the o s
where they have not adopted anything
forelgn, )

In -addressing a letter It is -not &fr
John Smith, No ——- Street, — City,-
——-State, but, State, city, street,-num-
Ver, Smith John Mr _ And-the writer's
address and the postage stamp ‘are
placed on -the back of the ‘envelope.
Directions are not north-ecast-and-south-
west, but- cast-north and” west-south. In°
writing a column of-accounts the-prices

comio before the names of articles. Books

“begin at the back, and so- the-finls {s

where our titte-page is.”-Each-linc reads

_from ‘the top 1o the bottom, and: the
-pages from right to the-let  The foot~

notes- are put in- at the=top, acd -the
vookmarks are placed in so -that they
show-at the-bottom. .

They think forclgners very flithy be-
cause-they do-not batha-cach day, they
have public’ baths where -men, women,
and cbildren ~bathe together, and-any
number will use the gamo-bath during
the day. So you can imagine how clean

_the water is by night—but they have
-bathed- every day, and-the forelgners do

not. ~ .
~\When-a-person. wants to buy land; or
o olher:business;,he does not go to'tke

—Qur Church:Record.

“GUMPTION" AND A FILE.

It a boy bas any “ mechanleal
“faculty,” if-1t-comes to hix' to-use tools,
“let him be thankful” Such a gift of
-nature— g RIS
called—deserves to be cultivated, It
will serve Its pcasessor many a good |
turn, though -it may never serve--hlm
quito so well as-it served a man who
-tells this story -in-the-Cleveland_Plafn.
Dealer. He opened a-door-for -himself
in a_really striking manuner. T

*\When I was fouricen-years old,” -he
says, * 1t becamo necessary for me to go
out into the world and carn-my share
of tho family expenses. 1 looked about
-with -small- success for a- week or two,
and then I saw a card hanging in-a store
-window : * Boy-wanted.’ -

* Y -pulled-down my- hair, -brushed- the
front of my jacket, and-walked-in.
cl:” Do you want a-boy ' I'asked of the

erk.

«*Back office,’ he:-sald.

= I-walked back to the:little den with
:n-high partition-around it, and"pushing

in n distant city, ho does not go for-har=f.

It down, and the horses are led, not i

open the door, which I notlced was
slightly-ajar, cap jn-hand, T stepped in.

“It.was & chilly day o November;and-
before I spoke to-the proprietor, who
-was -bending over a desk, I turned to-
close the door  It-squeaked horribly as
I pushed it shut, and then I-found that
_it wouldn‘t-latch It had shrunk so that
-the socket which should have caught the
_tatch was a trifle too high -
of some mechanical genius, and-I noticed
what the trouble was-tmmediately.
“rWhere did you learn to close
oors 7* #aid -the-man at tho-desk.

I turned around qulckly.

“* At home, sir’

«*Well, what-do youwant ?'

“*I came to sce about the  boy
-wanted,’ I answerced.

“+Oh ! sald the man, with a grunt.
“He secmed rather gruff, but somehow.
his crisp speech didn't discourage me.
“Sit.down,’ he added, ‘I'm_ busy.

1 -looked - back -at- the-door.

“¢1f_you don't mind,’ saidI, ‘and-it'a
little notse- won't -disturb you, I'll fix
that door while I'm_walting.’ -

“*Eh 7 ho-sald, quickly, *All right..
Go ahead. .

#1 had been sharpening my skates that
-morning, and the short filo-1 used was:
“still In my-pocket. In-a-fow minutes I-
had filed -down-the brass socket-so that
-the-lateh fitted nlcely. I closed-the.door
two or threc times to see that it was all’
-right.  When-I.put my file back in my-
-pocket _and -turned rvound, the man at
the desk-was staring at me.

“+Any-parents 7’ he asked.

“*Mother,’ -I” answered,

“*Have:her come {n-here With-you.at”
two-o'clock, he-said, and turned back to
his writing. .

“ At twenty-five I was a partper-in
_tho-house, at thirty-five I had a-halt'in-_
terest; and-I-hava always attributed-the
foundation of my good fortune to the"
-only -recommendation-I-then had in my-|
_possession—the  flle.’—~Youth's- Com-
panton. B

A-HASTY WISE

BY IDA BUXTON COLE,

-Naunnle-and_Carrie enter,
Nannie—Why, Jessie, you look cross..
Jesste—No wonder, I am cross, E
Carrie—=That-1s-too .bad, for we.came

to-take-you with-us. But what Is-the

matter-?. o

“In China, so I do, -
C.—~And do -you think you -would _be_
-happler there? . i
J~1 don't know, but I-should:- hope T'
wouldn’t have-to.run on errands all the
“time, L
N.—Perhaps your_ feet Wwould -be-so
crippled -that-you- couldn’t. I am-glad

cared for and loved. .
J—I don’t -care, I _hate to— :
-C.—Yes, Jessle dear, you do care; you-
are out of temper now, -but come with-
-ue and-learn-of the children who are less
favoured than -we are.
J —Whero are you-going ?
N.~To our-Girls" Missiopary-Band.
J—1 don't want to go, there fsn’t any
_fun, 1s there 2 Besldes, I've heard papa”
-say that-this missionary talk was-2-blg-
_smoke over a very littlo Llaze. .
N.=We don’t want smoky-blazes, only-
re, clear light_of Jesus' love shin-
to all_hearts, and that i3 why-we
pray, work-and learn, _
-C.—If.you had -been with us'last Sat-
-urday, you wouldn't want-to be tn-China.-
N2-No, indeed, -our teacher told us
all about {t; If you were there your
_father and_mother wouldn't love you
much because you-are a_girl, and you
-wouldn’t -be Jessio Cornell- either, you
-would be No. 2, and-Allle would be No.

the p
ing-in!

|1, tor the Chinese don't think girls worth-

“naming.
J—How silly!
- Fred;, any day. .

C.—But the. Chincse wouldn't think =0,
sometimes-they- kil the girl bables. i

N =And your father would say he had
“only one child, meaning Fred, for you
and Alile-wouldn't count,

C.—And:-Fred would go to-schoot, but
-there are-not many schools-for -girls.
Then it your -father should dle, your
mother would have to obey Fred-just as
“he minds her -uow, o
J.—The {dea of my-dear,-§ood mother:

-50D,

obeying her ;
C—THhat 1s -Chinese; now don't you
wish you-were in China’? _ ]
J—It-1-was 2 woman I would go there
and teach-them better. =
N—~That would -be- running. on- a-big.
errand, would it not, Jessle, and you
- wanted-to be in China to escapo errands,
-you know. T T o
J—That fsn't fair, Nannle, to-‘teaso
-me #0;'1dldn’t Know.about Chipese girls
- whea ade-that basty wish,

I am as good as’

. wish. [-was big enough'to help. «

I was 8 boy |8

Jessle seated at the -table, pouting;

J—Oh, everything; I-just wish T-was |

I-live In a country- where girls are-well |

C—~You don’t-have-to walt-until you
_aro_blg:_you can help now,

.—How ? What-can I-do?

N.~Como-with us to our meeting; w+
glve our prayers, and besldes we ar
earning- monoy -to nay part-of-the-ex
penses of a dear missionary woman wh
has-left her home and_gone-to foreign
lands to teach the peoplo of ow
aviour.
J.~-I-should-like to-go. -I'll ask-mam
ma it I may give my haif-dollar 1- wax
.saving for a doll. -I-don’t need a new
doll as much as-the Chinese girls-need
to be taught,

C.—Il-am so0-glad our teacher says that
_If_we cannot go abroad ourselves wa can
sernd- these Gospel tldings-to- * overy
_creature”” Let us sing:

“ Christ-to-day Is giving_theo
Havvest work beyond the sea.
White already I3 the fleld,
Fruit-etornal it shall~yleld.
All tho flolds of_earth are white, _
Hosts-are-crying, * Give us-light
Spread_the truth and ceaseless-pray,
Christ will haste his promised day.”

JUNTOR SUGGESTIONS,
JUNIOR FINANCKS.

Traln the Juniors to glve systematic-
_ally, Youth is the-time -to learn the
-grace of glving, so that when they-are
older-it will 'be & * habit-crystallized.”
The open-meetings-of the Junior soclety
may be made an opportunity for parents
to-help—but do-not-let the Junlors:rely
“on-this, but rather emphasize the 8ys-
_tematic_gifts of ‘money by the Junlors
themselves.

CONSECRATION- $ERVICE.

Concert repetition- or chanting-of- the
pledge s a good -exerclse for -the “con-
secration- service, -or-some .gems_sugges-
“tive of the thought of such-a service, as .

“I will go where you want me to g0,
: Lord, M )

Over river or mountaln or sea;

I will- s:y what -you want me to say,
“Lorg, o . )
I-will i)e,what you want me to be.

‘Whenever-you speak-I will-llaten,
I will read- your sweet words every
R ay,
Ana belong to-you only and always,
At my home, In my work, In my
play.” °
THE DAILY BIBLE-READING,

_Make -prominent In your - talks -about
“the dally lifo-of_the Juniors the-imports
ance of thelr private devotion, To en-
_courage-the-Juniors ask all to study-the
same_portions of Seripture. -For-varlety
or_extra work, take:somethlng beside the
toplc readings. The study of some one
me-would.liven:the Interest

_and gathel
studying-individual verses will'not do.
‘As-thls- is_considered” to -be the model
_way for Bible students of older years,
‘why not-try-it for the Junlors ?
MISSTONARY EO
‘In_answer to the E
Junlors to bring-some_missionary fact-
“about- the -workers In-thelr-own. church
flelds, ~ This- will ‘help -to inake them
famtiiar -with the names.of-the mi: o
arles and of the flelds in which the,
_Have-algo a-special season_of prayer _for
:hqsp brought to-notice during this ineet=
ng.

“ONE XEW THING.

Tho interest-in your meetings will de-
Pend-on-whether you teach-the Junlors
at least one new-thought-at-each-meet~
ing, or-give them one new kindly act
-to put into--practice -through the mnext
-week, Your Juniors must be stimulated
to new thought and action if they ar
golng-to grow in-service-and-a live en-
thusfastic interest is to-be maintal in
-thia- fmportant work. Keep your eyes
and ears open for new-plans, and’ then
-put-them-into practice.

TLE-PLANS-OF THE JUNIORS.

Ask.tze Juntofs for suggestions,—five
-minutes at pusiness mestings-might be
-profitably uSed for this purpose. Some=
times have it as an open parliament, and
occasionally announce ‘It -thie week .pre-
vlous, and have the Junlors:bring-their
-suggestions-written-on siips of-paper and
drop -them -into a- basket. Then have
gome one-read them -and-adopt- one or
two feasible plans-to.be carried out the
‘mext week. _The Juniors-will=be.more
“Interested in their own plans, and it will
help to make them-ingentous—Epworth
Herald, -

to-take it for-granted
B0 others are trying to
‘Shortcomivg 15 no-sign
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