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THE SLAVE CHASE.

BY SYDNEY WATSON.

tuthoroft Wopsthe Waif,” ** Run Down,” etc.

CHAPTER V.,
A STERN CHASE.

Ary, this time Lieutenant Vincent passed
mand ontamong officorsand men a chunged
uitn, but not a3 new man in Christ Jesus.
{1e had suddenly developed from an open
‘oftigate, fast-living sinnertoa cold, hanl,
~ff-righteous sinner.

Had the lesson of the storm been lost on
et Wasitso, that the educated, refinead,
cultared, reasoning man had missed God's
leson, while the Jliterate and poor com-
wen sailors, who paced the lower deck,
saw God;, and heard his voice, and knew
lus_path even in the seat

Yes, aven s0:  ** Nothing blinds a.man
more than self-righteousness.” had to be
the confession of Ralph Vincent when,
wecks afterwards, he saw himself as God
~aw him.

This case puzzled the two Christian
sailors.  The fealing of caste betwoen en
annd officers kept them from addressing him
personally.  They felt he was not ““right”
with God, and that he was cither sceking
 peace, or had wranpped himself in a false
peaco.

On the Sunday morning following the
squall the ustal captain's inspection had
beoy carried out, the hands, in white duck
trousers, white drill frocks, and white caps,
had been duly dismirsed. The order had
passed along the decks, ““Rig church.”

The men passed to and fro rapidly,
carrying the stools onto the upper deck to
form that quaint, but picturesquo, sight,
*Churchatsea.” There was nosense of rov-
erence among them, the imerry joke and
light jest freely passing ronnd.

“I say chums," said Jenkins, as, with a
stool under his arm,. he paused at a little
aroup of men, *‘ arc you a- good hand at
riddles 3. If. so, guess this. tW}mt is ths
diffurence betweon me und thismess stool 1"

A harty laugh: went. round, and they
crid, “ We'givs it up.”

“Why, the stool. has to he-carried to.
church, and I-have to be driven!”

This was the sigeal for rencwed mirth ;
hut by this time all is armnged on the
quarter deck for service. The pulpit is
fixed, covered with an immonse union-jack;
the books aro placed on the stand ; the bell
tolls as it would in some quict English
parish. Tho men_muster aft and fill the
weats ; the offfiecmn take the chairs arranged
in the rear.of the pulpit. The bLeil ceases,
and,. escorted. by, tho-ship's schoo. waster,
wl};gcacts as clerk, the ngaplain takes his
place. -

Opening his _prayor book; he reeds,
* Lat the wicked: foruake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thovzhts { and let him

return unto the Lord, and
ho will havo. wercy upon
him : and to our God, for he
will  abundantly pardon.”
And thus, step Ty step, the
sorvico procecds  till - they
conunence prcscnﬂ.\' ta sy,
ST will arise aud go to my
Father.”

There is somcthing rich
in the swoll of thik body of
men's bass voices, and thoy
are just ropeating tho refrain,
1 will arise,” when a voice,
Joud and clear, ringa out
from aloft, from tho mast.
head, where, scated upon the
crosstrees, the lookout man
watches,

“Deck ahoy !

“Well,” eried the officer
of tho watch, **whatis it?"

“Dhow in sight, sir.”

*Where away 1"

“Just off the starboard
bow, but she’s a good many
miles off, sir.”

Then, in the quick, sharp
toues so usual to naval officers
of these times, tho ofticer
shouted,

“Doatswain’smate! Pipedown church.”

In a few momonts all vestigo of church
was goute, and oflicers and men were full of
intensest excitement.  Their fiast dhow in
sight ! Lvery stitch of canvas was set,
overything done to drive the vessel in swift
pursuit.

¢ A stern chase is a long chase.”

The dhow had somo miles’ start, and,
in common with that class of vessol, was
built and riggeed to sail like a witeh, as
sailors say. ourafter hour passed before
they scemed to gain upon her at all,
but at last she can be just seen from tho
deck, and now a new impulse is given to
tho excitement.

T'hen, about the middle of the aftermouy,
a captain’s order is issued that all hands
are to have an early tea, so that the coppers
may be filled with fresh water, roady to
wash the slaves when taken from the dhow.

At half-past four the captain thought
they were within shot range and ordered
tho bow-chaser to be loaded with blank
cartridge.

Very deafening was the sound of that
blank fire amid tﬁo stillness of the tropical
afternoon, and very anxious the glances of
all who watched the dhiow’s movements, to
seo if she would shorten sail, or come
round, but she still held her way.

After half-an-hour, which seemed to the
excited men treble the tune, tho order was
given to load with shot, and 8am Harper.
who was a scaman gunner, and considered
the very best shot in the ship, was asked
if ho thought he could take her mast out.
This ho scemed quite confident of doing.
They were now fast gaining on the slaver.

Sam p! cd to train and lay the gun.
Then, with his sharp little eye Jud nTong
the sights, while his left hand dirocted the
movements of the gun's crew, with a
sudden shout of, **Stand clear,” at which
overy man sprang clear of the gun, he pulled
the trigger hine, and with wild, fierce hissand
whiz, and volumes of smoke, which belched
forth aniid the deafening explosion, thesnot
went forth on its deadly mission.

For a moment or two iothing could be
seen or heard.  Everyone waited for thoe
smoke to clear, everyone was silent
with ‘expectancy,; then, as the wreaths
of smoke. slowly rolled aside, a deaf-
ening cheer rese simultaneously from
overy thiroat. The mast of the dhow had
gone by tho board, literally shattered,
about four feet from the deck.

“Well done, Harper,” exclaimed Lien-
tenant Vincent, “that was a splendid
shot,” but before Harper could reply the
caplain was speaking.

¢ Licutenant Vincent ! "

“Yes, sir.”

“Get the first, sccond, and third cutters
ready for lowering;let the crew put on
sword belts, and take their swur(}s and
revolvers ; let the hands stand by ready to

.shorten sail.”

““Yes, sir,” and then, putting all these

-orderg'into execution, Licutenant Vincent

prepared himself to board thic dhow.
Now, as they neared the slaver, they
could smell her, and wildest joy as well as

excitement spread among the men, as they
ulullght of o gl-u“y slive of luck, m the
forny oof prizo meney .

¢ My wanl, dimng,” ke Jenkina, **she
must be fall of slavea, can't you smell ‘e,
wour s T Then, as it he was alivaddy
whdliagg the slave 3 crow, he chuckied ay
ho sl AL nght, ey bunution, we l)
give you ' what clieer’ when wo get along.
sde. T guess you'll all be rorry you camo
out with your deat darkey bl‘UBION for thus
worry delightful yachting crumse.”

Tho dhow was a large vne, and a. the
boats drew near 1t Leenmo ovident there
would boastubbutn resistance  ‘The Arnbs
and half breeds, s scure in all, wore bent
on mirchief,  Mad with rage at being foiled
in their enterpnse, oxpocting nothmg
but death at the hands of their captors,
thoy rvsolved to sell their lives at o
dear mte. Wild to  think that the
hated Eoglixh would actually get mure
as prize money than they would ever
huve realized, they were detenmned to
spite and baulk their ¢ Bnglish tytants * of
at least some of tho prize.

With this idea they commenced, in cold-
blowded cageriiess, to harl them overboand.
The ro peated splash, as body after tady was
thus despatched, soon attracted theattontion
of he ctews, both of the vessel and of the
boats, and if anything could have roused
their fury, this Jast awful sight had surcely
done it.  Regardless of all discipline, they
seut up a ternibde yell of eaceration, and,
filled with funions eagernesy, they bent to
their oars, and were speedily alungsido the
dhow, thimsting for vengeance.

The greatest eare and skill werv now
needed to rave the lives of the impatient
crew. The huge sail and dismantled mast,
which hung over the side, hampered the
dhow’s movements, and completely hid the
boats from the Ambs.  Takmg advantas
of this, Licutenant Vincent held a fow
moments” gutet consultation with the cock
swains, and planned the attack.  He, with
his boat, would attack and board at the
stern of the dhinw ; one of the other hoats
at the bow ; a third, slipping between the
dmgging sail on the opposite quarter, just
where it belied by the breeze, would thus
;:oxlnlq:’lctcly surrcund the *“ vilkunous hold of
iell.

All this was but tho work of s few
moments ; and, as they approached the
dlhow's sides, suddenly the dark, swarthy,
evil faces of the Arabs and half-breeds
appeared above her gunwale, and a volley,
but a badly-umed one, was directed
agauinst two of the boats. Badly aimed,
however, as it wan, threo shots took effoct.
Lieutenant Vincent's left hand was comn-
pletely diabled, and, for a moment, tho
sickemng pan made kim reel; but, bind
ing his hamdkerchief hastily around it, he
chicered on the men with a new desperation
visible in face and voice.  One poor fellow
wns badly hurt in the other boat, and
dropped to the bottom ; while Jenkins was
fanly mad—for a4 shot had inflicted just a
slight flesh wound wupon the shoulder
—grmding lus teeth in mge and pain.

or 1 brief moment all wag suspense. for
the heads of the Ambs had once more dis-
appeared below thar low gunwale.  Then
the clear voice of Vincent was heard -
*Board the dhow ! Keep enol ; and stick
to them, lads,”

A wild rush was then made for her sides.

and coming as 1t did from so nmn{' ponts
at once, for a moment scemed to bowilder

the dhow’s crew.

Then the scene bafiled description.  The
men of the Bluster had the wdvantage of
tho Arabs, ainco they had revolvers, and
short carbinesand swords ; while the others
were armed with the long Amb rifle, s0
dificult to use in a2 haud-to-hand fight
But they had their long kuives, and theee
they used fiercely, aud with awful effect.
Several of the Bluster's men lay severely
wounded.  Already eleven of the dhow’s
crew were cither dead or dying, and yet the
remnant fought like tigers,

Jenkins, desperate with his wound, and
tlie excitement of the attack, reemed more
like a wald amnal whoe had tasted bleod,
than the jocular, fun-loving fellow he
aenerally appeared.

einforceinents had now come from the

ship, sinco the fight was seen to be so des-

rato, and in a few moments tho remain-
ot +f the dhow’s crew wete secured.

The wounded inen of the Bluder were

carefully transported tos the i for e
thato sttontion ; winje the ko vt the ghow
was brought alongado, amb Lisoe ot sevnnedy.
roady for the tramslupping of the gewt
alaves.

Thoe junior officors of the veasml, whe Lot
Bedote beon ~ thlied with the <t o
Coopor s that oventfulday m the gnn
room * and who, on boand the 27 .o b
mpatiently  watched  the sewar ot the
boarding and attnck, coubl kanton o stron
thur furtous mdignation at v 1 1eed
thimty, crucl atroaty of the Adsbm upon
the poor alaves, as tho remnant ot he
furmer, hand-cuffed or bound, were b ushe
on board.  Thexo wera soon depositoa 1
low 10 1runs ; and then camo the wak o
clearing tho alave decks of thour ante
froight.

Somoof tho hatches had been roueaad b
the Ambs to fetch up the feetic shave
upon whom they had  wreakel such an
awful vengeance, and now, as the remain
der were removed, what an wwiul sight
was dizplnyed !

The dhew had been nearly a menth at
Beq, an was afterwanly axcortained , during
the whale of the tame this hving mass of
Heaees, men and women, together with o
seore of duldecn, Lt Been prisonercbelow.
Fastemd securdy to the salave deck with
leng arens, they hud sae, or latn, festornng in
dirt snd veruan, .

Rico hud Yeen served out in sinall
Guantitie < tweee @ day, bt they  won
anfully luan, atd gannt, and weak |, and s
the sulas, with rough, bt tender touch,
lifted their nude bodies from the aceunm
lated tilth, and saw thewr ternble flesd serce.,
twiy than one of these rough seamen wept
Iike cluldren.  The moans of the weakest,
together with the greans of the stronges
shves, would meve the coldest and hanlest
heart.  But the weak wont steadily on ald
st Crghit vaiink bodaro all wete carefully
housed el fad on the dlup that had
brought them salvation.

In less than ten davs the vesel had
made o] her pasaate, ated Lided the
freol ~bues, naardy all of whono wete now
w good Lealth, cdean, and smiling Ono
(,\u\'\ny ‘l\ﬂw fx“l-\\‘, u\-— O live Vears (ﬂl‘.
who was cither an orplan, or had beon
torn from lus parenta  whore, and to
wivan all the sadors had taken o graat
fancy. with the captain’s  consent, was
kept on board s ** slup's pot.”

(Zo be continved.)
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THE POWER OF GENTLENESS.

Itis related that o belated stranuger stiyed
all ieght at g fanoer's houw o noteed
thut a sl nder httle airl, by her gentle wass
had a great udluones i the house. She
(SR .r to b a breeor of puesee anl oowal
will to the roggly ones i the Lo heaid

She hnd power over ats: wiis alse v the
follawinze shows The farnce was gouy 1o
town next moanug, atel agread to tike the
stranger w th haa Uhe furedy Cae et
tosee them <tart. The farmer gathered op
the remne and with s gerk wand Dok, go
Tomg'” Bot Indk dudnt g0 Jong * The
whip erached nbout the peay weam and he
shouted  **Dick, yom raseal got up*™ It
avaled not. Then qune dewn thee whip
with a heavy hand . but the stub-lorn Yeast
only shook s hend milentle A steast Ll
ctme out and seived tho bndle. and palled
and yankad and kioked the rubothous pony
but not & step would ho move

At thix arixis a swest voles sl ** Wilhe
don't do 80 ” The vorce wan quickly ru.
cogmzed  And now the e hand was
Iaid o the neek of the secminaly inenrreigd.
ble amimal, and a sumple bae wond way
spohesn lustanthy the agnd seles o
Liaxed, and the airof stuldnguness sanished
** Poor Iiek,” and whe strehed and patted
softly s neck with the chld-like hand,
** Now, go long you uauglity fellow,” ina
half ('hngnz. but 10 a tenler voico, 38 sho
drew gently on tho bridin  The pany
turnied and nihhed hu nome agnine her arm
for a moment, and startsd ol at a chuoerful
trot, and there was no further trouhlo that
day.

The stmanger remarksd to the {arer-
“What wondorfsl pewer that hand poa-
seases 1 The 1oply was, **Oh, sho'’s good.
Everybody and ecarvthing loves her,’
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