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THE WESLEYAN.

But blind must he be, also, not {o jiercelve that
much in the Christian ehurchy at present, which
assumes the name of prudence, is timidity and un-
belief in disguise ; that, us missionary witnesses,
we treat with God too much in the commercial
spirit; that we do not trust him to any large
amount—that we look too much at funds in re-
serve, atd toolittle at promisesin reserve. ¢ Prove
me now, saith God, whether I will not open the
windows of heaven to bless you.” But who
thinks of accepting the generous challenge ?
Does not our conduct, in effect, reproach the first
witnesses, and charge the confessois aud reform-
ers of later days with guilty rashness? If we
are only prudent, what were they? Imprudent
men, to venture life so recklessly as you did!
Imprudent witnesses for God, to calculate present
cousequences so little, and to think so much of
the future! And how insensible must you have
been to say, when all tlie engines of mattyrdomn
were brought out, that none of these things moved
you! And how presumptuous to affirm that the
promises of God warranted such zcal! How
would you have stood corrected now! How
much more cheaply might you have purchased
distinction in the churchnow ! But if distinetion
was your aim, well is it for your present fame
that your zeal burncd so long ago; for, though
your names ate now on every lip, and we boast
that God raised you up, you could not now repeat
your noble deeds without endangering your fame.
'ours is zeal to be admired at a distance!
Angd yet, brethren, theirs, in truth, is the cner-
we want—the zeal of a Paul, and the first dis-
ciples; of a Luther, and the early reformers ; of
a Brainerd, and our first missionaries—a zeal that
would startle the church; aye, and be stigmatized
by thousands of its members, as what zeal has not
been 2—-zeal that would be content to be appre-
ciated a century hence. The zeal wanted is that
_which, while it invites prudence to be of its
councily, would nor allow her to teign—which,
while it would economize its means, would be
too frequent in its demands on the funds of Chris-
tian henevolence to allow them to lie long at in-
tetest—anniversary zeal made perpetual. The
energy we want is that which springs from sym-
path{ with the grandeur of our theme, the digni-
ty of our office, and the magnificence of the mis-
sionary enierptise. Ob, where is the spiritual
perception that looks forth on the world as the
great scene of a moral conflict,and beholds it un-
der the stirting aspect which it presents to the
beings of other worlds? Where are the kindled
eye, and the beaming countenance, and the heart
bursting with the momentous import of the gos-
pel message? Where the feailessness and confi-
dence, whosc very tones inspite conviction, and
carry with them all the force of certainty, and the
weight of an cath ? Where the zeal which tumns
with its subject, a8 if it had just come from wit-
nessing ihe crucifixion, and felt its theme with all
the freshness and force of a new revelation 2—the
zeal which, during its intervals of labour, repairs
to the mount of vision, 10 see the funeral proces-
sion of six hundred millions of s>uls—to the mouth
of hell, to hear six hundred millions of voices
saying, 23 the voice of one man, ¢ Send to our
brethren, lest they, also come into this place of
torment”—{o Calvary, to renew its vigonw
touching the cross—to the spot where John stood,
10 catch a view of the ranks of the blesscd above.
Enthusiasm is sobsiety here. In this cause, the
zeal of Chiist consumed him—his holiest minis-
ters have become flames of fire ; and, as if all
created ardour were insufficient, here infinite zeal
finds scope to burn, < for the zeal of the Lord of
hosts shall petform it.”

6. And where is this flame to be kindled 7—
where is the live coal to be oblained but from off
the altar? 1t was there the witnemes of Christ,
in every age, found it; and there they kept it
bright and buming. It was there that Chnst
himself obtained that zeal, in the flames of which
he at Jast ascended as a saciitice to God. Nay,
what was that atoning sacrifice itself, but a more
intense prayer for the sedemption of the world—
the prayer of hlood—a prayer so ardent that he
consumed himself in the ulterance—a prayer
which is ascending still, and still filling the ear
of God with its entreatics—a prayer, from which
all other prayers detive their prevailing power.
And what was the object of that bleeding inter-
cession T and what did he himself regard an the
full answertoit? \What but the advent of the

general terms ; much less can it be prejudiced by
those things which weve not dones That which
is wanling cannol be numbered, cannot be effec~
tual 3 thercfore, Baptize all nutions, must signify
all that it can signify—all that ate teckoned in
the capitations and accounts of a nation,

Now, since all contradiction to this guestion
depends wholly upon these two grounds : the ne-
gative argument in matter of fact ; and the pre-
tences, that faith and repentance are required to
haptism j--since_the first is wholly nothing, and
infirm upon an infinite account, and the second
may conclude, that infants can no more be saved
than baptized : because faith is more necessary to
salvation than to haptism—it being smd, Ae that
belicveth not shall be damned : aud it is not said,
he that believeth not shall be excluded from ba
tism ;—it follows, that the doctrine of those w
refuse to haptize their infants, is, up.n both its
legs, weak, and broken, and iunsufhicient; and
upon these grounds, the baptism of infants, ac-
cording 1o the perpetual practice of the church of
God, will stand firn and unshaken upon its owa
base.~Bp. Jer. Taylor.

Spirit, as the agent of a new creation? Oh
Christians, is there such a doctrine in our creeJ
as the doctrine of divine influence? Is there
such an agent in the church as the Almighty Spi-
titof God ? Is he amongst us expressly to testily
of Christ—to be the great animating spirit of his
missionary witness, the church ? and is it true
that his unlimited aid can he obtained by prayer
-~that we can be huptized hy the Holy Ghost, and
with fire? Oh, ye that preach ¢ believe and be
saved?” to the sinner, preach the same to the
church—¢ believe the yromise of the Spirit, and
be saved.”” Ye that Jove the Lord, keep not si-
lence ; send up a loud, long, united’, and unspar-
ing entreaty for his promised aid. This, this is
what we want.  And this is all we want. Till
this be obtained, all the angelic agency of heaven
would avail us nothing ; and when it is ohtained,
all that agency will be uncqual to the celebration
of ourt triumphs,

Witnesses for Christ, hear the conclusion of
the whole matter: the cause of your Redeemer
has come on in the heathen world—the cause of
huinan happiness; the destiny of immoital my-
riads is involved ; and the world is hushed, and
waiting to receive your evidence. By the love
of Christ, will you not go and testify in his be-
half?  Thedestroyer of souls is witnessing aguinst
him ; and millions are crediting and confirming
the dreadful testimony; will you not hasten to
testify for him?  Mahometanism is denying his
divinity, and is placing an impostor in his stead—
will you not attest that thete is none other name
undsr heaven given among men whercby we can
be saved, but the name of Christ your Lord?
China is denying his existence, and one-third of
the human race believe it ; will you not go 1o pro-
claim—¢ This is the true God and cternal life 17
Hindooism 18 affirming that his nane is Juygger-
naut, and that he—your Lotd, the Saviour of the
world—that he loves. impurity and blood; and
millions believe it ;—will you not goand attest
that éhis name is Jesus, hecause he saves his
people from their sins?** Shall his cross have
next to no witnesses of its benevolence ? shall his
blood have no tongue to proclaim its efficacy ; his
cause no friends to espouse it? Witnesses for
Ctrist, your Lotd is in (ndia, awaiting your arri-
val. e has obtained a hearing for you ; and he
is on the plains of Africa—at the gates of China
—ia the temples of Hindostan, calling for his wit-
newes to come and testify in his behalf. And
shall he call in vain? He is saying to his church
to-day, not for the third, but for the thousandth
time—= Lovest thou me 1" Then, by the blood
which redeemed you--by the benevolent design
of that redemption, that you might be my witnes-
ses—by the wants of the world, waiting 1o hear

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS,

CARRYING A KKY ON THE SHOULUUR, & MARK OF
OFFitK.
Isaiah, xxii. 22.

& The key of the house of David will I lay upon
his shoulder ; so he shull open and none shall
shut ; und he shall shut, and sione shall open??
Bishop Lowth says, as the robe and the girdle,
mentioncd in the preceding verse, were the en-
signs of power and authority, so likewise was the
key the mark of office, either sacred or civil, The
Priestess of Juno is said to be the key-bearer of
the goddess.

This mark of office was likewise among the
Greeks, as here in 1saiah, borne on the shoulder
by the Priestess of Ceres.  To comprehend how
the key could be borne upon the shoulder, it will
be necessary 10 say something of the form of it
Une sort of keys, and that probably the most an-
cient, was of considerable magnitude ; and as w0
the shape, it was very much bent and crooked.
Aratus, to give his reader an idea of the form of
the constellation Cassiopeia, comparesitto a key.
Eustathius speaks of its being in shape like a
treap-hook, The curve pait wasintroduced inwo
the key-hole, took hold of the bolts within, awl
moved them from their places.

From all that is said of ancient keys, it appears
that they must have been of cousidemble sizeand
weight, and could e most commodiously cartied
. waiting | upon the shoulder. Ulysses’s key was of brass,
Lo proclaim my grace, and perishing till they |and the handle of ivory ; but this was a royal key :

ar—by the certainty of your success, and the | the more common ones were probably of wood.
8::"“ that woald result from it—by the powerof | Thevenot informs us, that in Egypt they conti-
that cross which is des}med 1o mos:e the wotld— nued to use wooden locks and ke)’, and that even
awake, atise, to your high prerogative and office ; the gates of Cairo have no better.
call down the 3id of the great renewing Spitit;]| In allusion to the image of the key, as the en-
and let every creature hear you say, ¢ We have l5ign of power, the unlimited extent of that power
seen, 2nd do testify, that the Father sentthe Sonlis'expressed with great cleamess as well as force.
to_be the saviour of the world.” ¢ Ye are my {by the so'e and_exclusive authatity to opes 20
witnesses.” alut. Our Saviow has applizd to himselfthe ve-
1y words of the Prophes—« These things saith he
that is holy, he that is tine, e that hath the key
of David, e that openeth, and no man shutteth ;
and uﬁsmw, and no man openeth.”? Rev. iii. 7.
-— {228

INFANT BAPTISM.

A xecarive argument for matters of fact in
Scripture, cannot conclude a law, ora necessary,
or a regular event. And, therefore :u({gpomg
that it be not intimated, that the Aposties did bap-
tize infants, it follows not that they did not ; and
if they did not, it does not follow that they might
not, o that the church may not. The words and
deeds of Christ are infinite, which are not recorded;
and of the acts of the Apostles we inay suppose
the same, in their proportion: and, therclore,
what they did not is no rule to us, unless they
did it not because they were fothidden. So that
it can be no good argument to say, the Aposiles
are not read to have haptized infants, therefore
infants are not to be baptized, but thus: we do
not ind that infants are excluded fiom the com-
mon sacraments and ceremonies of Christian insti-
tution, therefore we may not presume to exclude
them. For although the negative of 2 fact is no
good argument, yet the negative of a law is a
very one. Wc may not say, the Apostles
did not, therefore we may not; but thus: they
were not forhidden o it—there is no law
against it—thetefore it may be done. No man’s

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.
{coxNTINTED.]
Tux birth of the Papacy, which we have seen
took place in the year was the commence-
ment of an era of Javkness, cotraption and super-
stition, which continued for neatly a thousand
years, during which, thre lights and gloties of the
church suffercd a d’tcad eclipse : < datkness co-
vered the eatth, and gross darkness the R
Tt is true, that during this long night of heathen-
ish darkness, and of corrupted Christianity, there
arose, in its different ages, men of cminence, pi-
ety and leaming, who mourned over, 2nd labour-
¢d to remove, the ignorance by which they were
surrounded, as we learn from the histery and
writings of the ¢ Ancient Fathers;” butso great,

deeds cap prejudicate a divine Jaw, expressed in
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