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ITISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

Eneagement utween
theUnited States trigate
Presitent, and - His Bri.
tannic Majesty’s gloop
of war Littlo Belt: 16th
May, 1811,

Whilst the diplomatic
relations of the two coun-

of growing alienation, an
ineident occurred at sen, which threatened
to precipitate the rupture which the disens-
sion about the Orders in Council was steadily
bringing on.  On the 16th May, about
4 or 15 leagues from Cape Charles, Captain
Bingham, of the British sloop of war Little
Belt, at that time looking for her consort,
the Guerriere, for which she had dispatches,
came in sight of a frigate, with which, on
the supposition that she might be the Guer-
riere, Captain  Bingham endeavoured to
close.  When he had approached sufficiently
near, he displayed his private signals;
and on these not heing answered, be took it
for granted that the frigate wag an Ameri-
can, abandoned the pursuit, and steered to;
the south. The frigate in question was the
President, Commodore Rogers, which was
cruizing in those waters, as one of the home
squadron, for the protection of the com-
meree of the United States.  The President,
from some motive on the part of her com-
mander which it seems hard to reconcile
with amicable intentions, gave chase to the
other vessel, so soon as the latter had
changzed her course. The pursuit of the
Little Bels, in the first instance, was after-
wards accounted for in the manner we have
already stated; but, even at the time, it
would naturally have occurred to the Com-
mander of the President that his ship must
have heen mistaken by the other for either a
British or French vessel, and whether that
other was British or Trench could have made
no difference to him, as his nation was not
at war with either Great Britain or France.
Why, then, should he have given chase?
e had no antagonist at sen. But, to pro-
ceed.  As the President was evidently gain-
ing, Captain Bingham, deeming it advisable
to speak the stranger before dark, lay to at
half-past six o’clock,—having by that time
discerned the stars in the President’s hroad
pennant,—and, to guard against surprise,
prepared his ship for action.  The other ap-
proached slowly, with a light breeze, and,
as if with hostile intentions, made several
cfforts to secure the weatherly gage, which,
after having been frustrated in some three

tries exhibited this state

or four times, by Captain Bingham’s
manceuvres, she ot length succevded

obtaining. At about a quarter past eight,
the vessols were within hail, the distance
hetween them being less than o hundred
yards. Up to this hour the accounts on
hoth sides agree ; hut here we meet with a
most perplexing discrepancy in the narra-
tives of the two commanders. Captain
Bingham thus states the matter: “ I hailed,
and asked what ship it was? Ie repeated
my question. I again hailed, and asked
what ship it was? Ie again repeated my
words, and fired & broadside, which I im-
mediately returned.” Commodore Rogers,
on the other hand, gave in this state-
ment: I hailed, What ship is that? To
this inquiry no answer was given; hut I
was hailed by her commander, What ship is
that? After a pause of fifteen or twenty
seconds, I reiterated my first inquiry; and
Defore I had time to take the trumpet from
my mouth was answered by a shot, that
went into our mainmast.” The action,
bowever brought on, became general, and
lasted for ahout three-quarters of an hour, at
the end of wi:ich time the fire of the Littlo
DBelt was silenced, as she was reCuced almost
to a wreek, and none of her guns could be
hrought to hear. Commodore Rogers stated,
that, after four or five minutes he desisted
from firing, as he perceived that his adver-
sary was very inferior: but the officers of the
Little Belt made no mention of this pause.
After the action, Uommodore Rogers hailed
again, and ascertained the name and charac-
cr of hig small,* but spirited antagonist. 1o
then gave his own, after which the two ves-
sels separated for the night. In ths morn-
ing, the Commander of the President sent a
hoat on hoard the Little Belt, with & mes-
sage, expressing his regret that the unfor-
tunate collision had taken place, and ten-
dering assistanee to his crippled adversary,
—an offer which Captain Bingham declined.
"The Little Belt then made the best of her
way to Halifax, severely damaged, with eleven

%* A glance at the plate will show the reader
the vast difference in size between the vessels. We
may take this opportunity of remarking, that,
with but two or three exceptions, there was
a disparity of force, in favor of the enemy, in
every naval action throughout the war.



