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E"'ti-zzimelt 1Xtwl'Qf \V1ilst the diplomatie
t's, l1 ni.sti-~ n rellations of the two Cotin-

nýfwr ittloallet Mh~) trios PeXlilbitecd thiS Statte
àMu>, 181 of g row'ing alenation,ait1
inoident oeceurretl at son, whill thrcatecued
te) precipitate the rupture which the discus-
sioniab6tut the Orders iii Council iwas stoadfMY
brinoeiu« on. On tuie lOth MNay, about
14 or 15 lbaguies fîoîn Cape Charles, Captain
l3inlin, of the British> sloop of ivar Little
Boit, at, that timue lookîug for lier consort,
the G norriorc, for whichlo ue 1ie d151)ttelîos,
caine lu sig'ht or' a frigate, wvith wiîich, on1
the -ilpposition that; sie inighlt ho the Guori-
riero, Captin ligligani ndcavoured to
Plo s e. Whoen hoe liuid approachoed sufficientlv
ieav, liu dîislaycd lus private si'gnals
zi-id mi these liot boingr onlswoed, bo tok it
for grraute(,duiht the frigato wvas ani Amien-
can, abandoned the pursuit, and steered to;
the South. 'ie fr-igaýto iii question Wvns the
Presidcnt, Commodore .Rogers, wvhich was
cruizing in those waters, as one of thme homo
squ:adrou, for the protection ;d the conm-
inorce or thte Uîîite'1 States. Tlhe President,
froîn soine motive ou tlic part of lier coun-
mander iwlîich ;t secins liar1d to coco
,witi :înîlicabllc intentions, gavce hase to ile
othoer vessel, so soon as ilime latter had
chaîm.ged lier course. The puirsuit of' the
l'ittle 11it., lu theo fijirt iimt:îue, iwas aftor.-

vrsaccountod lor in the mannor ve ]lave
alreaiy statefl but, ovon nt the ime, it,
would flatutftlly have occurrcd to 1the Cuon-
manîder or the 1resident that lus ship) mlust
have hec. uistakeu. hy the othier ror either a
Britishi or French vossel, and %viether that
<tiir wvas B3ritishî or F-.retli could hiaxe meade
nu differcuce tu hini, nis luis nation was not
at wv:r witlî eithier Great; ]ritain or France.
W'hy, thon, shoull hoe have givon chiase ?
Ile biai 11o aiîtiuonist at, se.t. But, to pro-
eod. AS thC MISieu wnsOVidel-V g.lin-
îug, Capqtaum lingiaxni, dcn it LadviSablc
to spoak the strauger befoere dark, lay to at
li.,W-p.ist six o'clock,-avine by that Liie
discerned the stars in the Prcsident's brond

pemmt,-aîdto guiard again st surprise,
pýrep-ared bis ship for action. The other ap-
proachcd slow1y, -vith a lighit breexe, and,
-es ir %vitll hiost-ile- intentionus, imade several
efforts to ýsecure the Nveoathorly gage, which,
arter haviîig beon frustratcd ia sue tlurce

or flour timnes, by iJaptain lBilgliamn i'
mnSouvres, Silo -.t Iengtil suecd(ed
oI)taining. A.t about a quarter past eighit,
Lthe vessels were withiin blail, the dlistance
bebveen thiiem lueiug .boss than, a lhundred
yards. 1J1 to this Imour the accounts on
buLl> sides agree bult hiere w-o mneet with a
inost perplexing- diserepancy in the narra-
tive., of the two conmianders. Captaiuu
lRingliain thus states thme maLter: " 1 hailed,
and askcd vwhat ship, iL ivas ? H1e repeated
îuy question. I again hailed, and askeul
what slip iL wvas? le again ropoated rny
wvords, and fired a broadside, wlûchi I iimu-
niediately rettnrned." Conmmodore Rtogers4,
on the other bmande, gave in this state-
ment: - I, hailod, Wbmat Ship is that't? To
tis inquiry no answer vas givon ; but 1
Nvas haiIcd by lier commander, What ship is
thiat? After a pause of flfteen or twenty
seconds, I reiterated my first inquiry; anid
before I lIad tintie to take the trumlpet front
niy inontit was arisivcred by a shiot, that
wm'ut into our ma-.inni.ast." The action,
bow-over brouglht on, becamio goneral, and
tasted for about th)ree-quarters of an liotr, at
Élie eld uof NV; ch, timno the fire of the LiLtlo
Boit vas silenceul, as sie ~vsreduced ahutost
Lu a îvreck, a'ad nioue of lier glins could bo
brought to boar. Commodore 1oesstated,
that, autter four or lire minutes lie d2sisted
fient iing, as ho perceired titat bis adrer-
sary -as Very inteorior: but the oiicers of the
Little Blt mnade nio mention of? timis pause.
Aýftor the action, CJommodore Rogers liailed
a-plin, and a-certained the nanie and eharae-
or or his siiill,* but spiritod antagenist. Hae
then gave his own, aller whicli te twe vos-
sels separated for the niglit. In thn moran-
in,--, Lhe Commander o? the Presidont sent a
boat on b>oardl the Little Boit, with a mies-
sage, exprossîng, bis regret that; the unfoir-
tunate collision. bad takon place, and ton-
dlering assistance to his crippied adversa ry,
-a-n effer w1hich Captain Bingliai doclineil.
The Little Beit thon muade the best of lier
wvay tu 1laliffix, sorerely dainaged, witli eloyen

*A gl:ine at tlie plate -%vill show the'reader
ti-evist differencc iii size hetwcen the ývessels. We
im:y take this opportunity of rcnuarking, that.,
%vitli but twu or thirce exceptionis, thiere w-as
at disparity utf force, in favor of thte cnenmy, ln
cvci*y navali action titrougloeut the N-ur.


