e il e o JUN P

T G AT 0 R Rl

i L AT o, e ek e e ¥ f e

THE

CANADIAN EVANGELIST.

[Mar. 1

On Union,

[The following correspondence ap:
pearcd in the St. Thomas Journal.
Some comments thereon will be found
on the editorial page.~—~Epitor Evan.

AN OpEN LyrTER

TO IDMSCIPLES, FREE WILL AND CALVIN.
ISTIC BAPTISTS THROUGHOUT

TRXTF v

QNTARIO,

CHRISTIAN BRETHREN: The union
of the various sections of Methodistsin

form of Christian living, I ask your
thoughtful attention to the subject of
iy letter,

“‘The end of all things is at hand,”
said the apostle, and I am sure you wil:
agree with me that the will of the Lord
is that His people shou'd be one.  For
this purpose I invite your consideration
of the matter of union, that the world,
cven by that, may in some measure see
that the Father sent the Son to be the
Saviour of the world,

D. SPENCER,
Regular Baptist Minister,
St. Thomas, Jan, 15, 1804,

’
the Dominion has heen fraught with [ THE AYLMER BArTists TAKE STRONG

considerable good, as cvery other de.
nomination freely admits And as
there is a need, and I belicve a desire,
on the part of the various Baptist bod.
ies to get closer together in their fellow-
ship and work, I take the liberty of ad
dressing a few lines 10 you on this sub-

GROUNDS AGAINST THE PRO-
roseb Union,
AN OPEN LRETTER TO THF REV. D
SPENCER.

DEaR BrOTiER : We, the pastor and

ject. deacons of the Aylmer Baptist church,

The fundamental principles of the|with much surprise have read your let.
New Testament held by the different [ ter in Zle fournal of the rsth’inst,, re
sections of Baptists, both in doctrine | the union of certain religtous bodies.

and church polity, are very similar,

We are not so much surptised at your

The differences lie rather in a few min- [ desire for union (better unity), but at

or points, and mostly in phrascology or | some statements contained

therein,

method, The beliefs vommon to us|which in substance meant that the dif
all are those truths which show us.our | ferences existing between the various
lost condition and the way of escape, | bodies addressed by you in said letter,
the reform only through the meritorious | were pract':ally unrel, at least consist:

work of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of God and the Son of Man,

ing “mostly in phraseology,” i. e, in
The ne-|mere words, and that, therefore, there

cessity of the operation of the Holy | was no reason existing why they should

Spirit in conversion and sanctification
of life, the obligation of all who believe

not unite.

Now sir, kindly allow us to say, in

in Christ to obey all His commands|the first place, that we positively will
and confess their faith after the pattetn not enter into any newspap:r war over
of the Apostles and early Christians, as this question, and that our sole desire
described in the New Testament ; the is to place ourselves on record before
responsibility of all the saved to assis | all who are interested in this question,
in the proclamation of the Gospel to|and those who do not thoroughly un-
every creature ; the support of those|derstand the position of the Regular
who need assistance, and the practicing | Baptists.

of consistency in life and work ; the

We do not agree with you in regard

independency of the churches ; the or-| to said statements, and occupy the same
dination of ‘elders, deacons, and all|position as that held by the Baptist

other éfficers watranted by Scripture.

convention (not *association”) when

On the question of baptism (i.e., im. | it met in Ottawa, where this same sub
mersion) being cbligatory upon all who | ject was introduced and discussed. It
have faith in Christ, we are one. The | was thete unceremuniously thrown ott,
[precise phraseology in expressing that, | and for the same reasons which we to-

and a few other
but if we come down to a quiet exam

inte, vary somewhat ;| day hold, viz :

t. We, as Buptiste, hold no principles

ination of what is meant by each and | with which we can or will dispense.

=

all, it will gencially,be found we mean
’ i’tn'.m:hsth'e same thing, " "

We make no compromise.
2/ We do’ see imnrense: and alls

he Baptists of Canada should be] important differences in the case men.

one. They are not very numerous,
ssib'y about 40,000 in actual mem.

tioned by you.

3. The Regular Baptist denomin.

ers, and ten times that numbr of ad-| ation, as such, cannot act in this matter,

herents,

population for the labirs and expense | tion,

There .is neither room nor|and no more can any Baptist Associa.

If you persevere in this under-

incurred in the support of churches so | taking it will cause a sad and serious
similar to éach other, and I earnestly | rupture among the Baptists of Elgin
appeat to the ministers, leading mem- | county.

bers, and those who have influence

Let us remind you that each Regular

among the churches, 1o look into this[ Baptist church is abs dutely indepen.
malter and see if there it not a way by| dent, and that, therefore, if any rel-gi.
which we might 21l become united.|ous body wishes to confer in regard to
And in saying this, I know I am ex. this matter, it can he done only by con-
ressing the sentiments of many mem-|sulting each Baptist church in each
gers‘of the various Baptist bodies. It{locality; ¢. g if the Disciples of St.
Is a shame and disgrace to us, my | Thotnas wish to unite with the Regular

Christian brethren, if we cannot come

Baptists, they must cotsult the Centre

together into one common brotherhood | Street Baptist church. That is a mat-
for the furtherance of the Gospel [ ter which concerns them_sclves alone,
among those who are ever ready to ad. | and not the whole Baptist body, nor

vise ug to save ourselves from division,
and sometimes opposition, before we
seek the salvation of those without.

even the Elgin Associat®an.

Let us say, moreover, that merely

nominal union is not union at all, In.

It may be said that those often called | deed it is worse than separation. This

‘! Disciples” make a little more of bap.

tism than some others; that thosel to sacrifice her principles?

being the case, which church is ready

The one

called * Free-Will Baptists” are some- | which so does forfeits her place in the
what Armuian and free communion ;| Regular Baptist denominasion.

that the “Calvinistic Baptists” are

strong on eleciion, and that the * Reg- | threadbare question.

‘With us in Ontario thicis an old and
Weare Baptists,

ular Bap.ists” insist on a profession of | not oecause of the name, but because
faith by baptism, as a pre-requisite to | we believe that we hold and preach the

communion.

Are these points suffi-| whole truth.

Therefore we resolutely

cient, my brethren, to keep the four take our stand in opposition to your
bodies named apart? Can we not fol- | attitude and suggestions.

low the example of some churches in
the States and get together to see how
near we really are to each other? To
show the sincenity of my suggestions, I
offer the use of my church in St.
Thomas for a friendly and mutual con.
ference respecting union. The Pedo-
Baptist bodies have not yet seen their
way to union, but that is no reason
why the four sections of Baptists could
not.

T appeal to you, therefore, to give
this subject your most earnest and
prayerful consideration, It may have

A. T, Sowerpy, pastor.
Geo, NorTHRUD
Wu Darrixoc
E L. Cuure
Joun Gosrick
MarTin Harris
Aylmer, Jan, 2,, 1894,

Deacons.

CHURCH UNION,

TO THE PASTOR AND DEACONS OF
AVLMER BAPTIST CHURCH,

DFAR BrReTHREN,—I have read your

to come by individual chiurches in vati- | letter in  The Journal of the 25th
ous localities uniting, and, if so, whylinst. with considerable surprise: (1)

should not Elgin take the lead? For

Because of the assumptions you make,

the honor of our Lord and Master, for and (2) because you answer a letter
the good of His cause on earth, for the which was not addressed to you, nor
digmfying of Christian character and| written on behalf of the Aylmer Baptist
the manifestation of a truer and nobler| church, nor the Eigin Assoclation, nor

the Baptist cinvention, My letter was
a personal one, and addressed “To
Divciples, Free Will and Calvinistic
Baptists,” pointing out three things:
(1) That divisicns among Daptists,
holding many traths in common, are
contrary o the teachings of Jesus
Christ; (2) that in the opinion of
many, Baptist bodies were now much
nearer together than is imagined, and
(3) I suggested that those who felt a
desite for closer union might meet in
friecndly counsel and see how near they
were to each other.  With the consent
of my deacons .y church is open for
sich a meeting. If nothing more is
accomplished than to kneel together
before our Father's Throne and pray
for light, some good will result. I do
not commit myself, or anyone else, to
anything beyond that, not did I think
it gentlemanty, graceful or Christ-like to
magnify the difliculties and differences,
or minimize the advantages of union,
It seemed to me to be a personal duty,
as a minister of Jesus Christ, to hold
out the olive branch of Christian cour-
tesy to those desirous of seeing how far
the Saviout's prayer for oneness could
be fulfided. I am, happily, well ac
quainted with the history, doctrines and
polity of the various Baptist bodies
throughout the world, 2nd believe 1
am loyal from conviction, and not from
bitth or circumstances, to the great
principles and polity of the Regu.
lar Baptist Denomination of Canada,
I desire to teach and live those truths ;
and, on the question of union, follow in
the lead of such men as Revs. Dr.
Gordon, of Boston, Dr. Tupper, of
Deaver, Dr, McArthur, of New Yurk,
and the more prominent ministers of
our own body in Canadz, I make no
claim for myself, nce admit of any for
others, ministers or churches, to speak
for the denomination. " Comprotaise”
and dispensing with “ principles” were
not even hinted at in my letter, The
question of wunion for some time to
come is doubtless something for each
individual and church to decide for
themselves. I am willing to render
any service I can in that direction and
adhere to every word of my open letter,
believing that the man who tries to
promote unity among the Lord’s peopls
without sacrificing the principles of
truth will serve his day and generation
best, as well as his denomination, and
be pleasing lllohof'od... . ¢,

With  sincere ‘esteem, fraternally
yours,

D. SpeNcER.
St. Thomas, Jan. 26, 1894.

Tur Qusstion or Uniow.
ANOTHER OPEN LETTER TO REV. D,
SPENCER FROM THE OFFICERS OF
THE AYLMER BAP1IST CHURCH,

Deax BroTHer,—With much sur.

nse we read your letter of the 27th,

ecause 1t convinced us, beyond a
doubt, that you are not conversint
with the contents of your own first
epistle, nor have you carefully perused
ours. It is true that your letter was
addressed to ‘r Dusciples, Free Wiil
and Cualvinistic B ipusts throughout On.
tario ™ ; but you yourself forgot this be-
fore you finished writing it, as therein
you earnestly appeal to the ministers,
leading members, and all those who
have influence among the churches, to
look into this matter, and see 1f there
is not a way by which we may become
unjited.  Please note the fact also that
you sign yourself, “Regular Bapis
minister.” ~ Now with this signature
before your eyes, kindly tell us who the
“ we" are, and who are to be * united.”
Permit us to state that even a child
can easily see that the Regular Baptists
are involved.

You say that we replied to a letter
which was not addressedto us.  Allow
us to contradict this by the following
quotation from our own letter: ¢ Qur
sole desire 15 to place ourselves on
record before all who arc interested in
this «uestion, and those who do not
thoroughly understand the position of
the Regular Baptists” However, we
are pleased Lo note from your second
letter that as the * Disciples, Free Will
and Calvinistic Baptists " are the only
ones addressed by you, theref re the
Regular Baptistsare notinit. Itis only
Mr. Spencer, the % Disciples, Free Will
and Calvnistic Baptists,”  Your
charge that we are “ungentlemanly,”
elc, we treat with quiet indifference,
* Judge niot that ye be not judged.”

You assert that we “mugnify the
difficulties and differences” and * mini.

mize the advantages of union.” We|Se

flatly deny this, and ¢ay that your in-
ability to sce these diffiérences does not
prove their non-existence,

You say that you did not “ zommit »
yourself, but your irst letter stands in
print, and contains the following :
“The differences lie rather in a few
minor pomnts, and mostly in phraseclogy
or methed”  Again : ** Butif we come
down to a quict examination of what is
meant by each and al), it will generally
be found we nican very much the
same thing.” This Janguage means
that Mr, Spencer is nearly as much a
Disciple as a Regular Baptist, and as to
*comptomise” and " dispensing with
principles,” it is not necessary to be
“hinted at"” by you, as we consider
that you are fully * committed.”

You iry to put a slight upon our
judgment by stating that you follow in
the lead *“of the more prominent
ministers of our own body in Canada.”
Must we again remind you that the
Baptist convention thiew out this ques.
tion at Owtawa?  'Therefore we de
mand that you produce the namas in
the Journal, as we uo not choose to
accept bare assertions.  Of course you
must be aware that the “leading
ministers of our own deuotaination "
were assembled at that conve: tion,

We once more assure the readers of
this letter that we, too, are © loyal
from conviction, and not from birth or
circumstances, 10 the great principles
and polity of the regular Baptist De
nomination of Canada.”  Wensw have
served our purpose and will wnte no
more.

Yours, for the defence of the gope),

A. T, Sowersy, Pastor.
Gro Norrurup
Wu, DorLine
E. L. CHute
Guo, Lemon
Joun Gosrick
MaRTIN HARriS

P, 5,—We recommend you to read
the North-West Baptist of the last six
months and thus see if there are no
differences,

Deacous.

Bartist Union,

OPEN LETTER TO THE OFFICERS OF
1HE AYLMER BAPTIST CHURCH.

Dear Breruren : In reply to your
letter in the fonrnal of yesterday's date
I am quite content to leave your rorse-
spondence and mine, on the .question
of Baptist union, to the judgment of
the denomination and the Christian
public generally.  They will judge
tigh ly, both of its spirit and purpose.
Let us pray 2s Jesus Chnst prayed :
“That thez all may be one, that the
world may believe that Thou hast sent
Me,” and then work for it. You have
doubtless come to a very wise dccision
to * write no m re.”

Yours very since-cly,
D. SPENCER.
St. Thomas, Feb. t, 1894

An Honest Qffer.

If you have Catarch and would like
to he cured, without rizk of losing your
money, we will send you a Germicide
Inhaler and enough medicine to cure
without a cent of pay in advance.
After you have given it a thorough
trial and you are convinced that it is a
genuine remedy, you can send us $3
to pay for same.  If you are not fully
satisfied all you have to Jo is to return
the Inhaler at our expense, Send usa
postal card to-day and we will send yeu
a Germicide Inhaler and full course of
medicine with directions for use. You
have nothing to lose and everything to
gain.  Address,

Mebicar Inuavarion Co.,
450 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ont,

For Children and_'Adults.

Dr. Low's Worm Syrup cures worms
of all kinds in children or adults, It
contains no injurious ingredients.
Price 25c,

For colds use Slocum’s Emulsion,
35¢.
CHRISTIAN UNION

A TRACT
By James Lepiarp.

18 pages, price, 5 cents. .
10 coples to one nddress, 25 centa,
100 coples - . . 8200

Send Ocders to the Author, Owen
und, Ont.
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fte best thoaght, and b‘o“wdl lntom‘\:htu :oetsm:t
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READ THE LIVING AGE
::I;.kh’rdd:rrhx ..I‘ifm ?lr?t llau-n-ﬁ‘rnturr. dbu
ey epuLaL 1nerat secon
that of no oth;:: wiod-gl Heraly excelience a
A WEEKLY MAGAZINE [t gives more than
Three and a Quarter Thousand
double column octavo pages of reading matter yearly,
formung four 1argo yainnes, filled with the npest
thought of
THE ABLEST MINDS OF THE ACE,

A Glance futo Ths New Yo-r.
NEW SIORIES. COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS,
At heretofore, THa LIvING AGw will present bn eon
vepient form & comelets compdaton of Lhe worlg'e
choicest hitpratere ; Bacyclopedsafn its Soope, Charac.
ter, Comprehenuveness and Completen it nelectedd
front thse vast and sarled field of

FO3EION PERIODICAL LITERATURE,

and  represcnting every depactment of
Knowlcge nmid F'rogress ] tha best st by the

THE ABLEST LIVING WRITERS.
A NEW SERIES, A NEW FEATURE,

£2r Copyeiglited translallonsfromthe Drench
and GG will be & potable feature,

The lmblisheu have already arrarged for the pablls
cation in & samal form, to begun January 1a, of the
thritling nareative, * Manstte An, reym=dA Picture of
Life durang the Keien of Terver,” by Pavr Parest
the noted French Novehist; and, 410 {n senal I'orm.o}
A very rars and cunous wark,

A LITERARY CURIOSBITY.
entitled " The Dean o/ Nilltraine,” by the Awex Pre.
vost i and ' The Numidian," by the famous e rpian

romancist, Exnst ECKSTaln, author of ** Aphrudite,
" Quintus Claodius,™ clc., etc., ete,

OF SPECIAL INTEREST 10 NEW SUBSCRIBERS.

A RARE OPPORTUNITY.

These are Bxteaoridinary ¢ ffers, Jor the Looks
aALE MO CheAP reprintd v thiprern copitty dnt mew
Yarka pudiiched at 3500 and 5900 a i, Feifica
iHvely,

&% No library i3 corplets without them,

For 88 60 we wiil send to any Kew Subseriber
TuE Living Aok for laqq.lfo-tpnd. and a copy of
Ridpath’s History of the United States, by lyro/:
Lehn Clark Ridpath, Ll D “Yhiveartmon [t the ey
best and handiert, aod the only two-voluma edition
of this poyalar history,

Fot 30 00 we will «end Tox Living Acr for 1804,
and the Personal Memories of Hhilip H. Sheridan,
U. 8. A, fn twe torumes, with maréced ¢dget, and
handromely bovind (n hatf teal,

The pricesgiven abore fuclude portage en Tz Live
ING ALK coly

8end for descriptive clrculars,

AT To all Naw Bubsceibers for the year 1844, re.
mitting befo € January 1, the weckly humbars 14 1801
fusned afier Lie vecelpt of their uxn-n;mn witl be
sent free,

Published Weekiy at 88 00 per year, five o portage.

Sample copies of Tre Living Acr, 158 emh,

&ar Rated for clubtdng TuE Living Ack with other
periodicals will be sent on applicatton.

Avvasss LITTELL & 00..
31 RBedford 8t., Boston. Mass.

D. L. BINCLAIR,

Barrister, Solicitor, Notary
Public, Etc,

+ . *
Orrices—Canada Life Building, 46
West, Toronta. Tel:p.bun: .33:“: 46 King Street

UPTYURE

Ifl:\:\;ls? ra;:d Maten to r:dvlee! h{:r ut.al:.'m
[+3 I CATS C©X ence ip

wnd prier in hl;geatesmhig?:menu in Europ‘é
ond the U. 8 ‘Ihousands of our wroducing
pe?lp'e are compeiled to giva up f*rning, oto.

ind aro miserable for life, &ll dve to the use o

Nisconstructed trusses nfter boing ruptured.
Ask your pbysiclan whom wo all have to trust

tntin ¢ of neod and whom I have -
served zatistactorily with appil- g
ances all this timo.  Send for ny
Order she.zt.li answer questlons
AR BF Peturas pvgins brober

rm mail, ‘et
reliable at niodorato mtm d

Horn l‘é“b Itee:. l!!'l‘ u:nh'l'ﬁne;l.
Sanl8 cent o or fllusatra.
ted book, Va.luu.blg lnronuatlor:.

CHAS, OLUTHE, "° kit

Will bo tound at R
Hotels HA]IILTO.#. froommga.z:g'& l‘p..nnf."m

Every Last Sat-
urday each Monti except July,

DISGIPLES OF CHRIST

HAMILTON, ONT.

Cuurcnt : Corner Catheart and Wil-
son Streets, which is three blocks north
and one block east of the King Street
Station of the Grand Trunk Railway,

SUNDAY SERVICES:

Public worship, xt a.m, and 7 p. m.
Sunday School, 3 p.m. Y, P, S, C.
E., 8135 p. m,

Prayer Meeting—Wednesday even.
ing at 8 o'clock.

-t

Strangers and visitors to the city atre
always welcome.

GEORGE MUNRO, Minister,
Revidence | 85 Wellington $t. North,

CONSUMPTION.

e :a;-h treatre 'I;M 1we h:’m;“ °nfn-ﬁ-‘c 3 St I‘gr iy
bada il A 4 A
SUOCUN & COa10 Went Avetaise sans $adicis Ty

T

or mit
Catalogei s SR 3SHREL IRE ALAR
Noduty on Chorch Belle,  Ploare mention this e

Il-' J“ wish to advertiie anythin anywhers ot any
me write 10 GEQ, P, ROWS‘L & CO,
Nprnes 3¢, New York, L &S0, Ne.1e

= &SR -y




