
T1H E OW L.'3

PA UL T. LAFLZZU 157 0\ " F.EGCHE TE -"

((N
tbe August nurnber

of tbe AzlIantgic Mon th-
ly appeared a lengthy
article fRni the pen of
one Paul TJ. Lafleur,
entitled " A Poet of
French Canada," the
purpose of whicF, is to

usher Mr. Fréchette before the AmrneiCan
reading public, as " the first landniark in
the history of Canadian literature." The
article fills twelve pages and gives a fairly
correct estimate of tbe value of Frécliette's
poetical achievemients. This frorn a
purely literary point of view. We infer
from the nierits of the paper-we bave
absolutely no other knowledge of.the mian
-- that Mr. Lafleur is a respectable author-

* ity in matters of taste and literary criticismn;
* that, in fact, in tbe treatment of any sub-

ject wvitbi whichi he is wvell acquainted, lie
is likely to produce somnetbing readable
and instructive. But unfortunately hie is
not satisfled to remnain in tbe province of
certain knowledge. He bas excursive
tendencies, and as rnigbit be expected, in
bis rarnblings over unifartnilaýr ground hoe
occasionally cornes to grief.

Thus, in bis study of Frécbette wbile lie
sticks to the main thlene, the poot and his
poetry, lie appears at bis best and proves
hirnself well endowed %vith tlîe qualifica-
tions of a good critic. But in tracing a
genius for bis poet tbrougli the past bis-
tory of Quebec, hie tuirns up another
subject wbicb. tbougli thoroughly con-
genial to bis pen is quite as, thoroughly
misconceived by bis too fallible judgment.

An attempt to explain the relation of the
Cburcb to the Frencb Canadian people,
the nature, extent, and resuit of bier ini-
fluence over them, and the attitude of the
people towards lier and bier ministers, is,
or ought to ho, serious enough wvork to
mienit a certain amounit of preparation and
conscientious investigation ; but Mr.
L.fleur bas plainly despised these aids to
success, and trusted entirely to the idie
hearsay and tradition of ancient pre-
judice, or the resources of a lively imagi-
nation, for the trustwvorthiness of certain
strange facts and statements whicb lie
unblushingly sets forth.

According to Mr. Lafleur the province
of Quiebec,iwhich l{e eniplatically describes
as " almost the last stronghold " of the
Chutrch, is enjoying a Reign of Terror, of
an unbloody nature, but ctherwise, appal-
ing in its results. 1lere are some of the
evils under which hie finds hier groar.ing :

Throughout bier length and breadth she
is "p1riest-riddeni" and controlled by an
"unscrupulous nierarchy." The unfortun-
aite Canadian bas no alternative between
the v.cknovledgnient of 1' practical supre-
rnacy"-wba-tever that inay be-and "'a
stern law of taboo wbich makes him, an
outcast among bis own people who literally
boycott hirn." The " grinding poiver of
the C hurcli" bias impoverished the people.
"Ecclestical tyranny of the most inflexible
kind" prevails in tbe land. There is an
"Corga nized despotismi exercising " sys-
temnatie oppression" and supporting "ca
policy of obscurantisnt" Finally, hie tells
us, and thereby adds insult to injury, that
bier great men, frigbtened at-the Lord
knows wvat-all tbese big words possibly,
"find tbeir sa/est and pleasan/est activity
(the italics are mine ) in a region wvhere

the priest ceases to initerfère."
Really wben one cornes to count up

these horrors, it seerns as if our friends in
tbe neigbboring. province must be in a
very bad way indeed.

But Mr. Lafleur's startling intelligence
cornes just a niontb too late. His mon-
strous charges against the Cburch in
Canada were ably answered before they
ever tasted printer's ink. lIn the Jiù]y
numnber of The Gallho/zc WVorld, a journal,
by bis own admission, not unknown to
Mr. Lafleur, Rev. John Talbot Smnith gave
us ie Trutb about the French-Canadi-
ans," and completely underrniined the
footbold of Mr. Lafleur and all wbo tbink
as lie does.

Fr. Smithi understands what bie writes
about-a mient certain of bis contempor-
aries would do well to emulate,-nîakes
no attempt to pass off private opinions for
infallible judgnients, but furnishes a clear
and concise staternent of facts supported
by tabulated statistics, whicli are simply
unanswerable. We refrain frorn quoting
hiro because any reader interested in tbe
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