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Nmy first cc ning to Canada,
> there wvas < ne thing partic-

i I ularny wivbch struck my
fcy as a 'boy, and at the-f, samie time appeared to me

as an examl)le of Canadian
compared with Irish liberty,

.)~ and that wvas sleigh-niding.
As the students are now

enjoying themselves with skating, sliding
and such like amusements, 1 thouglit thal

fewv %ords in regard to the mianner in
which their confrèrLrs in Ireland succeed
with these sports, would be welcomied by
the readers of tbe OW'L.

1% ~ilIl therefore try to amuse my readers;
by a description of slidiugy in my own
native city of Arnmagh. In A rmagh there
are inany his, aniong whicb t11e most
IiTOminielit for sleighillg purposes are
Prinirose FI-i and Calian St . these tivo
bcingy so steep) as 10 make an angle of about
firty dcgrees, %vith the street crossing at
the hottom. Now, the noveiist would
say, Il the story begins." We wiil suppose
il to 1)e the month of November, towards
the ctnd of which the weather gels very
coid, and the youths of the city begin to
eN\pect "'slides " soon. The cold increases
ind the pupils of the different schools
hoid a meeting and decide, after a careful
study of the beavens that Ilit's freezin' 7
ind " it's lime t0 water the slide. " This
list ineasure being decided upon, îbey
rusu!'he to corne out that night about
haif past nine, each one briuging a bucket
of "%ater, the meeting dissolves and the
youîh ifui astronomers disperse"I for fear the
horneys (tîhe name given to the police
duriilg, the slidingr season) ighîl notice
themi." The boys retire 10 their
hiontes, and the streets are unusu-
ily qjuiet that evening, so that the
"bolbbies" îhink that they need not in-
monvenience themiselves by marching up
and down the cold strects, and accordingly
thcy drop mbt a gateway, muffie themselves
up in their deep collars, and await the
relief guard. But if the police are at rest
the boys are not, for the moment that the
Policeman (on this particular street) drops
off his beat, the N'aîchers come along
Uttering a miysterious cry, yel one fraught
ivitb a pleasaut hecaring to the mauy
Youtbs awaiting il. 'l'len siieutly the uight

wvorkers assemble and climb the steep hill,
each with the prescnibed bucket of wvater,and
arriving at the top tbey proceed, with the
greatest solemuity 10, empty the buckels
one afîer another tili aIl are emiptied, when
they ail go home, to dream of sliding ail
next day, or to gel more water, if there
is not aiready enough on tbe slide. AIl is
done so quietly and quickiy, tbat by this
timie the mani on guard is probably
asieep.

Mornîng dawns at last, and a great
miany parents are surprised 10 sce their
sons up very eariy and runng about with
smiliug faces, more cheerful and obiiging
than wvas their wvont. Btît the boys have
a reason for their mierrimient, and "lit
freezed last night " is whispered fromi one
to another iii joyiul toules. 'l'len the cars,
as lhey cail 1their clumnsy makeshift of a
sied, are brought out, and lots cast 10
determiine upon who shall watch the
Ilhorneys."' When this point is decided,
the sliders take their places at the top) of
the bihl, cach with a car in bis baud and
at a given signal the sliders take a short
run, faîl down on their cars, and witlb a
loud wboop, the first slide takes place and
the slide is formally opened. This goes on
for somie limie, sliding dowvn and climbing
the Iiill ouly t0 go doivn again, tii tlîe
spr becomies s0 exciting as 10 make the
watchiers think that they have watched
long enougb, wvbich necessarily occasions
some disturbance, as no oue is willing 0t
give up bis slide. Mben tbis point bas
i)een satisfaclorily arranged after no smail
amiount of arguiug, te sliciiug recomi-
miences. Ther(- they go:- laughing, shoul-
in-- yelliug, and tantalizing tbe on lookers
who are nol forlunate euougbi to have
cars.. Their only care seemis to, be t0 mnake
tlie car run faster, when Rush ! every car
is steered mbt tbe chaunel as tîte terrific
cry"I The I-Iorneys ; the Horneys 1 pull
up 1 pull up 1 " bursts on their ears. Then
wbat a race! Here corne the slders up
the steel) bll carrying tbieir cars on their
backs, and, at their beels - a police-
Man, a policeman. How strangely
it souuds. Old men and women who
-wish l' them youug rascals would be put
iii jail, breaking people's ould bones with
their slides," even tbey would save the
sliders from- a policemnan. As Sir


