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the necessity of seouring a clause in the Local Election Law, sim-
ilar to that in the L«aw of the Dominion, prohil>iting the openiug
cff (;averns and the use of intoxieating Liquors on polling day.

Movcd by Grand Scribe, sccondcd by Wm. Murray, that this
suggyestion be referrcd to the Committc on License Laws : passed.

Grand Scribe read the f'ollowing report, which. ias referrcd to
the Committce on State of the Order.

GRAND Divisio-x floobr, HALIFAX,

October 281h, 1874.
Grand «Morthy Patriarch ancZ _Frdhren:

The progress of our Order during the quarter now closefi is less noticeaîle
than for nny other Season of the ycar. The Summer and Autumn are such
bus>' seaso ns that niany strong Divisions have very indifferent meetings, and
some are c umpelled tu. suspend their meetings for a tinte. Weu cannot con-
parc this quarter's worlk îitb the wvork of !ast winter, but wien placing the
corresponding periods of last year side bý side with this, tiiere is every caust
for encouragement.

The returns ivith per capita tax paid fur the past quarter were laid befort
our Comnîittee on F. & A., frum 77 Divisions last year thereivcre returas fro a
only 52 Divisions The per cap). taxpaid in froin these 77 Divisions is S305,au
average of SI from eacîi Division; lastycar the amount from the 52Divisiont
'iras $155, averaging 8 froin each. Thuse figures show the Divisions on tht
wliule to be larger and better managed so far as business goes, as well as Imort
numerous than last year. Altogether 10G Divisions have sent in returns fol
this quarter -a Jarger nomber than fur an>' other quarter of the year. TIîiq
argues well, when so man>' Divisions are thus car'la ich Season in guod
working condition for the 'iintcr's camp7xgn.

The figures and statistics uiken noir from the returns give only p.rtial re
sults whlich are not satlsfàctor>. Ail the returns coming in up tu he tinir of
sending the Journals tu prcss are incorporated in the farge Tables of Statis-
tics, and here ire find the musît reiiatle figures of onr standing and pruspt nits
But tiiese are not exact, for it is an unpleasant fact that some of our best
Divisions sometj mes let a quarter slip b>' iithout sending in a report at ail
Youwmli gree ;>ith me la saying thc sooner such carelessness is renîu'iîd the
better for tîte Divisions and for the Order.

la computing our available force vre can count a membership cÀ .f0
Over 3000 persons joined uar Order during the year-upwards ..f 1000 iii Mh
Divisions organized and resuscitatcd-and our losses b>' expulsion, rcsignation..
&c. vlîiic large, leaves us the standing as above stated. The receipts for ibe
quarter are satisfactory. It is a dclightful privilege accordcd me to inforin
the Grand Division that we arc clear of dcbt, and have ncariy 8200Ù cash in
bsand and almost double that amount due us froin Subordinate Divisions, as
ina> be sen frorn the statement presented of balance due this G. D.

Almost niy first officiai act last year was to put iny naine w-ith thc G. WV. P.
to a note ofhband for $350 ivhich tic Executive after mature deliberation ron-
sidercd it advisable to, borruçÏ to enabie us to keep up, radier than disturb tht
invested fonds ia thte Building Society. Th.is course iras approveil nt tie
Session in January last Whcn borrowing the money me did not expert tl'
repa> it tdli our shares la the Building Socicty abould be matured; but as; Uie
ycar rollcd on and thc outside debts more paid off there arose a probabilit>' of
remnoving ail our iiabilitics-càidn 7ms 14= dont. Last week the note =S
Iifted and the Grand Division stands free fromn the burthcn of debt mliich tO
tise amount of over $600 rested upon it a ycar ago.
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