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FARMER’'S MANUAL.

sight I use cow-dung, soot, or wond-ashes, mixed
up with urine, the drainage of a dung-mix, or
ammoniacal-water fiom the gas-works, to the con-
sistencey ot thin pami. 'i'his composition appears
to me to possess all the advantiges of the lime,
and the trunks of the tree appear lessened, and
altogether much more pleasing to the erye —Ib.

PRUNING FRUIT TREES.
The following is an extract from an article writ-

ten by a Correspondent of the Maessachussclls
Ploughman :—

¢ Many writers rccommend pruning in March,
and others us late in the scason as June. [ cannot
approve of either; experience has taught me that
the former is quite too early, and the latter too late,
unless the course 1 shall recommend, be adopted,
then it may be said that I approve of both. I pro-
pose and recommend as the safest and most advan-
tages manner, particularly where much pruning is
required, to go over the trees twice, viz: the first
time in Murch, or earlier, if niore convenient, and
lastly in Junej; if the trees requir: bt a slight
pruning, they have been pioperly atiended in
previous geasous, it is of much less consequence,
but then May orJune is the most suitable time;
but where a heavy praning is to take place, and
Iarge limbs to be takca off; it should be before the
sap moves or the buds start, and the linbs should
be cut about a foot from the main trunk or branch
at this season, and during the time the trees are in
bloom these stubs should Be cut off close to the
trunk of the tree, with a fine sharp saw, leaving
the surfuce as smooth as possible, and the bark
solid around the wound; this will facilitate the
process of healing, &c. The advantages derived
from this manner, are many : for. by taking off the
large branches early, before the buds start, you are
able to separate the tree without injury to the buds
remaining, and do not rob the tree of sap as you
would if it was not done until May or Junej if
you cut close in Mareh, you leave the wound ex-
posed to the dry wind and s..n which would require
(if ever healed over) double the number of years
it would if made when there wasa full flow of sap,
and the tree in folinge.

1 think no one can doubt that it is important to
prane at that season of the year that wiil do the
Jeast injury to the remmming buds, and will be the
most favorable to healing the wound; by cropping
vour limbs early and cutting close in May or June,
the object is the best accomplished, and the tree
is not rebbed of a portion of sap that it would ne-
cessarily be, if suffered to remain until May or
June. To experiment for your own satisfuction,
amputate a geod sized limb, close to the body, in
March, and then in June take another, and watch
the process of healing; it will be found that the
process of healing will be farther advanced in tén
days after, upon the wound made in June, than in
three months after, upon the wound made in March.

1 have not time at present to enurerate other
great advantdges t  be gainad by pruning at a
proper season ; a reflecting mind can eusily know
them in imagination.”

The editor of the Ploughman in his remarks on
above, says:

« Amonz the thousands of wild notions afloat, it
is arelief to read something rational on the subject
of fruittrees. How much valuable time is lost in
transplanting and grafling by these who take not
gocd counsel. Nothing is wanted but the exercise
of good judgement in planing and in grafting; but
good judgment is not often inhaled with the

mother’s milk; it is perfected by close attention
and the due exercise of reason.”

GrarTinG Trers.—I send you a few lines upon
grafting,  Should you think thew worth your no-
tice you may give thom a place in your valuable
paper, as the time of the year ha  arrived when
those who intend to graft this spring shou:d make
preparations for it, by cutting their scions from
thrifly trees of last years’ growth, and that too be-
fore the buds have swollen much, and then keeping
them in a cool cellar with the cut ends buried iu
moist dirt.  This will cep them fresh and gooed
till the proper time fr setting them is past ; those
who let their scions stay on the trees till they leave
out, arc upt to pay dear for their intelligence.

The best time that I have ever found for setting
Pears or Apples is from the first te the last of
May, when the sap flows freely. And the best
waterial for doing up the stocks isa wax made
three parts of rosin, one part of bees-wax, and one
of fresh tallow, or enough to make it so that you
can spread it with the thumb and finger after it has
been cooled in cold water; with this you cancover
the eund of the stocks and the side splits perfectly
ticht from the air. You will nced a little grease
to rub your thumb and finger on' occasionally to
prevent the wax sticking. It cen be put on faster
and with less trouble, and with muchless dirt than
clay can, and the scions are more apt to live, und
will grow, to say the least, as much as those of the
same kind sct in clay; and though there may be
some little warts caused by an overflow of sap,
they will all disappear ina foew years. The wax
does not so confine the scion as does the clay
through the summer, for on a thrifty tree, in two or
three months the growth of the scion will split the
wax ahd leave it as frea ae natuie duvey bue by
clay dries hard in hot weather like a brick not
burnt ; and the scion is thus bound up with clay
till the frosts of December release it; while the
wagx on the end of the stock still remains to keep
out the water till it is thrown off by the growth of
the tree,

When wax is vused there is quite a saving made
in scions, which, on large trees, is quite an object,
especially when the kind is one which is scarce.
[ have scen an advantage in the wax where the
canker-worms have eaten out the buds of scions
that were above tlie wax, and had left the tree;
but the bud on the scion, that is on the wedge part
of it, which is always covered with wax or clay,
will force itself through the wax, but cannot get
through ghe clay; so all the buds are lost that are
covered Dy the clay, and this makes it necessary
to cut the scion with greater length.

Plum and cherry trees should be attended to
eatlier than those of apples and pear, and then they
are more apt to fail, though if the scions are cut in
season the chance for them will be pretty good,
and better by far than the peach, for the peach
tree suffers so much from the winter that it is diffi-
cult to obtain scions that are not hurt by the frost ;
vet when they do live they will grow faster than
anything clse.—I had a peach tree which last
spring  was one year old, from the graft that hore
fruit last summer. At this rate who would fill his
garden with little late natural peach trees, or any
other kind of poor fruit, when a little time would
give them the best country produce.—Correspon-
dent of Mass. Ploughman. :

We admit all kinds of opinions iuto our paper,
yet, as many of our readers are young, we think it
proper to suggest a caution occasionally.—Wax
for grafting is made in different ways. Some of it



