
TIIE POLICY Or TIIE GOVERINXENT.

the evils complained et', a striking nt the vory
roet et' the abuses, and tlîus provxdingr effiectunlly
fer thueir extinction. Sucb a man muust eitlier
ho recreant te lus principles, or lie must conduot
the Government in accordauce wvith tliem. As
a man et' establislied chiaracter woîiid net do flut
first, the second wvas the oniy alternative; tue
govennment wouid ho administered on liboral
princi1ules, and deserve tic support et' liberni
men. On tis ground, partly, thiat support %vas
gièen.

The ncxt new guarantee for good governmcnt
brings us te Uic second part et' the demand for
"noesponsible gevernment ; "-naineiy. tiîat our
local affluirs shlîal ha managed by a kind oi
provincial mînistry. Thuis bias been %-irtudlvy
admitted. Ail Gavernment busuiness, wbucli et'
course incides the chiot' part et' the business et'
the country, will lue manngyed in the Legisiatire
by Governmcnt officer", iueads et' departinents.
Plis Excclicncy cuxnuencL'd tiuis systcu lin the
late session et' the Legislature in Upper Canada,
and it wiil ho t'uiiy acted upon in future. It
may tnl<e some tîme te bring ic systeui into
procise t'orai and uni'ormu action, but titis uuîust
ho expectcd. It toek nuany ycnr6 in England
before the practical ivorking et' the Constitution
finally settlcd inta thiat kîind et' spontanceus
action by wiiich tue Execulive is kept un hiar-
mony with the representaties et' the peope.-
The resignation et' tue Governmient officers, or
their change et' policy, wvien in a settled miner-
ity in thc Legisiature, wvull follow as a matter et'
course f'ront the new position tiey sustain, for
they cannot keep it unicss tlîey can commnand a
majority. The practical workingo etUc system
wili soon tell an vhuom thuis responsibulity %vll
hast devolve, but it wiil probably include the
law efficoi-s ot' the Crown, ana at loast one or
two bonds et' other dopartments; in short, a
sufficient numbor et' public afficers ta propcnly
manage Government business in tho Legisla-
turc, and kecp UJic administration oftUe Govere-
mont in generai agreement with tlîc interests
et' the~ people.

It must ho distinctly tindcrstood, however,
that this nosponsibility is flot absoluto, but is
subject te the exceptions before stated. Tbat
is,-if the .Assembiy shouid oppase the Govern-
mont on a matter "cin %'bich -lhe honouir et' the
Crown, or the inte-rcats et' the Empire are
decply cencerned," thon, in sucb a case, the
officor of Gyovertiment would net resign or
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change their policy, but would ho sustained in
their course by the Ilome Govornment. But it
is evident t!iat, in the nature of' things, theso
exceptions are very f'ew, and with the exerciso
of' any thîng ike moderatien in tho Assembly
they wi'li nover arise at ail. For ail practicai
purpuscs, the general nule wviil bo, that the
E.Necuitive must act in harrnony witb the peo-
pie's representatîves. It must ho observed aise,
that we liave confined our remarks te poliical
rcsponsblty-that i, responsibilit3' for polit-
icai condîîct. For, as to officiai responsibiiity,
there was nover any question at ail about that.
It %vas agreed on ail hands, by tories as well as
reformners, that every public officer should ba
subjcctedl te the strictest accountability, both as
to the proper performance of bis officiai duties,
and especialiy thc puinctuai discbarge etf ail bis
officiali babiiitios, cubher to the public revenue or
te individuals.

Tho question ut' "responsibie gov'ernment,"
thon, lias been scttied, like most other great
questions, by a compronise: the reformers have
yidcd tic righit of tic Imperial Government ta
interfère in ouur local affirs, guarded as before
rtated: and Iler «Majesty bias appointed liberai
Statesinen te ho Gov enens et' the Coloies,
wvho wvill manage thein local affairs in the
Legîsiature by heads et' departmnents,-a virtuai
Pne-, incial uuwnstry. It is truc there bas been
ne formai compromise or sottiement, but tins is
tie sta.te et' tie question, and un tias state it us
likely ta iemain. Ail the great ends et' good
governmont cau ioreby be sccured, and no mani
%vhe loves his couîntry more than lus party wdl
sek te disturb the arrangement.

WVe have now stated the lcading principles
which guide aur publie policy; and we put it te
every impartial judge if there ho nlot here a
common ground an wbîch ail reasonabie mnen
may unite, and afford the Government that
support wvbuch its palicy monits. The Conser-
vative will sec that the union witu Great
Britain, the Blritish Constitution, and the su-
preme central et' the Imperial Govp-rnment, are
secured beyand the possibility et' danger; and
the Refermer wiil sec that by the appointment
et' liberal Governors, and the management of
Governinent business in the Legisiature by

eads et' dopartment, who, if' they cannet
command a majonty, cannot conduct tho Gev-
cnnment, but must resign, or change their
course, bis liberties arm Eafo, and the intereste


