THE POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

the evils compleained of; a striking at the very
root of theabuses, and thus providing effectually
for their extinction. Such @ man must either
be recreant to his principles, or he must conduct
the Government 1n accordance with them. As
a man of esteblished character wonld not do tht
first, the second was the only alternative; the
government would be admumistered on hberal
principles, and deserve the support of liberal
men. On this ground, partly, that support was
given,

The next new guarantee for good government
brings us to the second part of the demand for
“responsible government ;"—namely. that our
local affairs shall be managed by a kind of
provinciel ministry. This has been virtudlly
admitted. All Government business, wiuch of
course inclodes the chief part of the business of
the country, will be managed in the Legislature
by Government officers, heads of departments.
His Exccllency commenced this system in the
late session of the Legislature in Upper Canada,
and it will be fully acted upon in future. It
may take some time to bring the system into
precise form and umform action, but this must
be expected. 1t took many vears in England
before the practical working of the Constitution
finally settled into that kind of spontancous
action by which the Executiveis kept in har-
mony with the representatives of the people.—
The resignation of the Government officers, or
their change of policy, when in 2 settled minor-
ity in the Legislature, will follow as a matter of
course from the new position they sustain, for
they cannot keep it unless they can command a
majority. The practical working of the system
will soon tell on whom this responsibility will
best devolve, but it will probably include the
law officers of the Crown, and at least one or
two heads of other departments; in short, a
sufficient number of public ofticers to properly
maonage Government business in the Legisle-
ture, and keep the administration of the Govern-
ment in general agreement with the interests
of the people.

It must be distinctly understood, however,
that this responsibility is not absolute, but is
subject to the exceptions before stated. That
is,—if the Assembly should oppose the Govern-
ment ona matter “in which the honourof the
Crown, or the interests of the Empire are
deeply concerned,” then, in such a case, the
officers of Government would not resign or
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change their policy, but would be sustained in
their course by the Home Goverament. Butit
1s evident that, in the nature of things, these
exceptions are very few, and with the exercise
of any thing hke moderation in the Assembly
they will never arise atall.  For all practical
purposes, the general rule will be, thaet the
Exccutive must act in harmony with the peo-
ple’s representatives. It must be observed also,
that we have confined our remarks to political
responstbility—that is, responsibility for polit-
ical conduct. For, as to official responsibility,
there was never any question at all about that.
It was agreed on all hands, by toriesas well as
reformers, that every public officer should be
subjected to the strictest accountability, both as
to the proper performance of his official duties,
and especially the punctual discherge of all his
official Lizbilities, either to the public revenue or
to individuals.

The question of “responsible government,”
then, has been settled, ke most other great
questions, by a compronuse: the reformers have
yiclded the nght of the Imperial Government to
interferc n our local affurs, guarded as before
stated: and Her Majesty has appointed hberal
Statesmen to be Governors of the Colonses,
who will manage therr local affurs in the
Legislature by heads of departments,—a virtual
Provincial ministry.  Itis true there has been
no formal compromise or settlement, but this is
the state of the question, and n tus state 1t 19
likely to remain. All the great ends of good
government can hereby be secured, and no man
who loves his country more than lus party wili
seek to disturb the arrangement.

We have now stated the leading principles
which guide our pubhic policy; and we putit to
every unpartisl judge 1if there be not here a
common ground on which all reasonable men
may unite, and afford the Government that
support which its policy merits. The Conser-
vative will see that the union with Great
Britain, the British Constitution, and the su-
preme control of the Imperial Government, are
secured beyond the possibility of danger; and
the Reformer will see that by the appointment
of liberal Governors, and the management of
Government business in the Legslature by
heads of departments, who,if they cannot
command & majonty, cannot conduct the Gov-
ernment, but must resign, or change their
course, his liberties are safe, and the interests



