“Except Joe Whitbread,”

* LADY in Dorsetshire, England, went
¢ to the home of a sick man, Joe Whit-
24 bread by name. She found him very ill,
being, in fact, doubled up with pain.
> After speaking with him for a few min-
_utes concerning his health, she turned the
conversation to his state before God. He
unhesitatingly declared that in that respect
he was all right, as he had never injured any one
in his life, and was not a bit afraid to die, alto-
gether evincing his state to be one of stubborn
self-righteousness.
Having heard all
he had to say with.
out making much
answer, she pro-
posed to read to
him a little from
the Word ot God. |
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The way of the righteous is made plain.

—Prov. xu. 19

righteousness of (ad which is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all, and upon all them that believe:
torthere is no difference’—except Joe Whithread.
“ For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God'—except Joe Whitbread.”

When she came to the last of these verses, he
cried out in great distress, “ Oh stop, ma'am! I
can't bear it any mors ! Oh, stop, stop, ma'am !"

She, affecting surprise, asked what was the
matter, remarking, *“I'm only putting together
what God says and whatyousay. God says, * 4%
have sinned ;" and you say you have not : so that
must be ¢ except Joe Whitbread.” Only a few more
words passed, and
she left.

The next time
:| she saw him, the
I moment she ap-
peared in his room,
his face brightened
up with joy and
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1 Cor. xii. 31,

He made no objec- || > = i gladness, and he
tion, and she ac- ;| & O . %z | exclaimed how de-
cordingly opened :| ¥ P = | lighted he was to
her Bible at the 8 < % || see her, having
Scripture com- = ' . = || been longing lor
mencing Romans rm ‘| her to come. He
iii. g, reading it as E ‘| then related what
follows, very slow- . agonies ot soul he
ly, and with much " — :| had gone through
emphasis upon the — I| since her first inter-
wordi\ir? italic}?: o - - S j viewl with him, so

««What then? 1 ) 1 ' much so that a re-
are we better than ISNIAH XX 2| A | port began to
they? No, in no Thou art the #Wayp, O Lord, i| spread in the vil-

wise: for we have
before proved both
Jews and Gentiles,
that they are all
under sin'—-exceft
Joe Whitbread. ‘ As
1t 1s written, There
1s none righteous,
uo, not one'—except
Joe Whitbread.
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Broad is the WATY that leadeth to destruction. Matt, vii. 15.
Kiss the Son, lest ye perish frcm the WAT. Psa. ii. 12,

There is a WAY that seemeth right.

7he Way— there is but one
No man can to the Father come
But by the living Son.

Thou art the Zruth, O Lord,
The Word of power and might ;
Thou cuttest as a two-edged swoud,
And, entering, givest light.

Thou art the Life, O Lord,
And Iam hid with Thee

For ever in the Eternal God,
\Where loss nor harm can be,

| lage that he had
lost hisreason ; but
i| the Lord had re-
vealed himself to
him, and it wasall
now perfect, cloud-
less peace, and he
‘| was longing to de-
partand to be with
Christ.

I show unto you & more excellent WAY,
I am the WAY, the truth and the Life. John xiv. 6.

. The WATY of the just is uprightness.

‘There is none
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh
after God'—except Joe Whitbread. -They are
all gone out of the way, they are together
become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth
good, no mnot one’—except Joe Whitbread.
*New we know that what things soever the
law saith, it saith to them who are under the
law : that every mouth may be stopped, and all
the world may become guiity betore God'—except
Jue Whithread. ¢ Therefore by the deeds of the
law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight—
ercept Joe Whitbread. ¢ But now the righteous-
ness of God without the law is manitested, being

witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the .

They accordingly
rejoiced and praised together for the wondrous
grace that had rescued him from the self-righteous-
ness in which Satan had held his prey. A few days
afterward he fell asleep, having been full of joy from
the moment he found peace, to that in which his
spirit passed into the presence of Him whose pre-
cious, perfect work had made him meet to bea
partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light.

Dear reader, are you self-righteous? God's
Word says, “ There is none that understandeth,
there is none that seeketh after God. They are
all gone out ot the way, they are together become
unprofitable ; there is NoNE that doeth gocd, no,
NOT ONE.”—(Romans iii., 11, 12.)—Selected.
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