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COMMON SCHOOL STUDIES.

From the New Yorl: Teacher,

There is no trait in the cuaracter of the
American people more inordinate than
awbition. It enters every departinent of
our industrial and social life, and distine-
tions of caste und race melt away before it.
{t scems innate; and from the cradle the
child dreams golden dreaws of future cni-
nence and success. It lies at the founda-
tion of much of our prosperity, 2ud, prop-
erly dirceted, it may, without impropri Ly,
bo classed swong the wirtues, bocause of
giving tone and character to the most
praiseworthy of human end~wors, But
vhen it secks a short road to success, at
the cxpeese of that proper development of
wanhocd, which alune can produce sym-
wetry and strength of character, its influ-
ence becomes imischievous, and every
agency terding to excite it, becomes dan-
gerous. In these lute days, this ambition
especially vaunts itself in demanding that
the * higher branches” shall be taught in
our common schools ; and not unfrequent-
Iy, they who shoul ward off the approach-
¢s of this dangerous heresy become its
abettors—the teachers themselvos, If the
purpose of primary cducation is to store
the mind with the clemental facts of sci-
once, then surcly it needs no argument to
prove that not only the different branches
should bo taken up in the order in which
the young mind is able to grusp them, but
in many of them nothing but the clemen-
tary priuciples ear be well taught, till
maturity of judgment, and clasticity of
mind has prepared a fitting receptacle.
I, on the hand, which we shall regard as
the better statement, the chief object of
cducation is mental development tending
to mental independence and mental power,
then surcly there must be an order of
study, in which of first importance is that
thoroughness in cach subject undertaken
which will stand forcver in the way of
cramming the ologics down the throats of
children, fresh from the nursery.

Do we want acutencss in analysis ?—
‘What stadent hasso mastered the process-
&3 of Mental Arithmetie, that he no long-
er nceds the advantages it affords.  Are
our pupils to be prepared for the active
business of life? The incidents paSding
every day before our cyes afford food for
the licclicst imagination, and the excreise
of the .ripest judgment. Does Natural
Philosophy clanor for a hearing?  Many
a pupil whose rote kiowledge of the book
was faultless, fiad not the remotest igcn
ghat the laws he cnuaciated so glibly wero
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pcontinuing the task day by day.

ever developing themselves belore his eyes, | RUGLESTION  TO YOUNG  MEN.

and that grander demonstrations were - ,
Inthe course of my trmels, T luve

ready made, as the cwrtain of the morn-f = " " s, 1 e .
ing drawn up wshered in cach new Lorn Sevihhany @ promisi? DRI
man gradually led to dissination, gan.
dny. than cver the expertest teacher ex- y
hibited in the class room. Aund Chemis- .
.. | means to make a solitary evening pasy
try, one of the most intricate and most
subtile of the sciences, can be taprisonced
within the erueible in no luboratory, or
pent up in no gluss retort, but has its
graundest developnent in the myriad forms
of active life, and in the changing phases
of nature; in the sunbeams tinting the
hill tops with erimsou and gold, and poar-
inga flood of life and light upon the
world ; in the air we breathe, the food we
cat, the plant that drinks in its sustenance
from the circumambient uir, and grows
and ripens and dies agnin in the univer-
sal round of the changing seasons. T'he
uscful arts have their trophies in every
dwelling, and have modiied cvery phase
of life. What we most nced in clemen-
tary instruction is to awaken the child’s
faculties, especially of perception, memory
and judgment, and so prepare his mind to
take cognizance of the myriad facts and
laws which await his inquiry, and will
unfold themselves to his growing consei.
ousncss in cver new and ever wonderful
harmony and beauty.

A variety of studies will give that
grateful change which will invest each
with interest ; but teo many will culy con-
fuscand bewilder.  Two, or at most, three
rezular studics, other than the gencral
exercises of the school, are enough for any
pupil; and a gingle lesson, a single prin-
ciple well mastered will not only opean the
way for what is to coe, but overy such
achicvement gives strength and vizor to
the intellect, and engenders a habit of
decision and carnestness, without which
little valuable can be achieved.

For the attainment of physical vigor,
we would not aftempt at first effort to rival
Sampson, but by doirg what we.can, use
it as the mcans to give strength and
suppleness, gradually increasing the task
with our growing strength. So, he that
would develep the Jutclleet of the child
must assign such tasks aa that he sball be
made strong by their perfect mastery, aud

[ bling. and ruin, mercly Ly the want of

| pleasantly. T earnestly advise any youth
§ who quits that abude of purity, paace and
' debyglit, hix paternal bume, to aegaire a
taste for reading aud writing. At overy
place where he way reside long, let him
study to mabe his apartivents as atirae
tive and  comfurtable as pussible, for he
will find a little exteaordinary capense, so
bestowed at the bugisuing, to Lo cewnomg
at the end; let bim read the boohs in the
language of the place iv which he lives,
and, above all, let Lim vever retite wilk
out writing at least a page of original
commenuts on what he has seen. read and
heard in the day.  This habit will teach
bit to observe and disaiiminate, fur o
mab cuases to read with a desuliory and
wandering Land, which s utter wuste of
time, when be hovas that au account of
the infurmative which he has gaiacd mneg
be wri.ten at night. ~Cligton's Shorel s
on Bicgraphy.

A ComrLivaNT 70 COLLEUGE AVENLE
A lovely litile girl of three years, went out
from the close brick walls of her boarding
bouse home in the city a few days since,
with her mother aud a party of friends 1o
walk in the beautful public grounds
koown as College Avenue. Those who
have been so happy 1s to visit them know
thew to be delightful beyond deseription.
After entering the gites L ita jet go her
mother's hand and bounding forward »
few steps, stopped and poised lightly on
her tocs, with outstreicked hands and
rapt expression, gzed up aad around. fur
a moment, then running back exclaimmed
“Mama ! Mama! this wust be the place
where God lives.” T. A. D.

A Curar axd Good BAROMKTER.—
A trathful and cheap Barometer, interese

ing and instructive (o youth, may be made
by taking a clean glass bottle, und putting
1 in it 2 small quantity of Gnely pulverized

take up oach swcceoling one With new alum. Thea fllup the bottle with spirite
Lo O B o 20 0% of wine.  The alum will be perfectis dis

by commencint when it wasa calfand

) salved by the aleahol, and in clear weather
. Solet alzcbra und logic, aud wetaphys- | (Le figuid vill 1. as transparent as the
ics and political cconvmy wait on arithu~ | s On the apnroach of rui
tic «nd reading and spelling, and the | Peest watez. . On the Appronch of rain,
study of -objects and fawiiiar zequain. | or clondy weather, the aluws will be visi:
tance with co(;nmon ]tlulllxgt;—ﬁ!]uf l-ill“h% bie in a flky spieal cloed in the centre of
uses, cte., and we _shall then e ke w0 . o . Ve, Yyt .
lrd;_::z, judgmint, skill and 2'avmmestric ity | *5¢ fuid, 1;(;’2:3:..:!,_." fmn‘) the o "":‘ to the
devcloped childmind, vather the u:(.isu:fucc. This is a ce~p, sinple, and
forced, unnatural and unreal pretensinzs beautital baceme'er.—RomERT  Snaw
of n sage’s head on an infunt's shoulders.  Shareitle N. Y., 1839,




