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A SERMON
BY THE REV. CHARLES GARRETT.

faco: my heart itlmm unto Thee, Thy

“\hen Thon saldst, Seek ye -‘T{ faco: y, hieart enld

face, Lord, wil

HE question is often asked, How do men become the sons

of Liol ? Sometimes this question is asked sneeringly

by those who do not believe in the possibility of such a trans.
formation.  Sumetitnes itis askecarnestly and anviously by

their little leaping Iambs,  Cannot the parent bird speak to
her littlo open-mouthed young ones? And is God tho only
dumb parent in the universo? He that made the tongue, can
He not speak ! 1o docs not speak all day long. Ho speaks
sometimes in tones of thunder, which arelike the beginning of
hell to the guilty soul, and somectimes in tones soft as a
;nothcr‘s blessing, which fill tho eyes with tears we know not
10W",

Do I hear some one saying, ‘‘Bat I havo never heard
Him"”? Perhaps not ; that, however, maynot bo beeauso He
has not spoken.

I shall never forget my first visit to s woollen mill.  The
noise of the mackinery stunned and bewildercid me. The owner
,f tho mill caplained the vaiivus processes as we went on, bat

thuse who Lelieve it prssitde that humanity may be s» it was a damb show to me - I heard notlung,  Suppuse when
hunourud, but who are bexitlerel as ta the way in which I iame out I had been asked whether the g+ htleman spoke tu
t. .t honoar i3 to be obtained.  They have said, ¢ We startcd  mo during my sisit. and I had replied ** No, “ woukd 1t have

tog
ay Ve fifty years, aud now
'«Tﬂ il‘,lc as my:wcn’zm\l hell. How has tl}is marvellous change
m you been cffected 2 and [ have replied, “ Don’t ask me,
Leeauso I may be an impostor ; go to sume vno of wlise con-
veroiuht it is fmpussible to (d.ubt, and remember that when
ou haveobtained an answer from one child of Gul you hase
in substance reccived an answer from all”  And so to day
1 take youn to Davidl, IHere there can be no mistake, We
know that he was a sinner by nature, for he says he was
eeonceiveld in sin and shapen in iniquity.”  We know that
ho was a sinner by actual transgressiou, for his history is
stained with records of the vilest iniguity ; and we also know
that he afterwards became a man after Gul's own heart, and
has been made the leader of the Church’s praise to the end
of time. [ask you to listen to his own account of the way
in which the great change was effected. 1t is brief, but full
go full that we may learn from it the way of salvation, He
says, * When Thou_saildst, Seek ye my face, my heart said,
Thy face, Lord, will { seck.” That is, God spoke, and I heard
Hinm. God called me, and T came tn Him. God held out
His arms, and I ran jnto them, ¢ \Why,” many of you are
saying, *‘this is just my experience.” Iknow it is: I care
not whethcr vou are a Mthodist, a Baptist, a Charchman or
a Nooconformist, a Protestant or a Catholic—if you arc a
<hild of God, my text is your spisitual history, God's family
is one, thiugh we are called by many names, and when it
comes to mattors of experience our unity is at once raalie
manifest. .

The text naturally divides itself into two parts. VWel:ove
first, Gud's address to man ; secondly, Man's veply tv Gul.

First, we have Gol's ad lress to man —*¢ Thou saidst, *“ Se.k
ye my face.”” Here we have the origin of all true religion
Tt begins with God. Tt was so atthe outset. All who know
anything about quarrels among men know that a3 a rule the
offended patry is generally the first to seek reconciliation,
and it may well be so, for when a man kncws he is in the
right he ean affurd to be genernus - to hold out his hand, and
siy a3 Abraham did to Lot, ¢¢ Let there be no quarrel between
thy herdsmen and mine.” But whether this be true of the
quarrels among men or not, it is gloriously true of the great
quarrel between God and man. Man sinned, and God was
angry with man. Did He, however, wait for man_to draw
near to IIim with a broken and contrite heart and ask for
pardon? Did He wait for man to come and confess Lis in
gratitude and sinfulness? \We know Ife did not. We koow
that if He had, our reconciliation woull never have taken
place, Lut the whole family of man would bave moved on in
one dark blaspheming proces:ion to perdition. God knew
this, koew it well, and *‘ because He delighteth in mercy ™ He
gpoke first,

And has it struck ynu how scon He spoke? Did He wait
till man had learnt by years of bitter experience the sinful-
ness of his sin? No, He did not. Blessed be His name ! the
first day of man's sin was the first day of God's revelation
of mercy! He who has commanded us not to let the sun
go down upon our wrath acted upon His own command, a d
before the end of the first day of men’s transgression, He
went to him, aud while showing him his sinfulness and its sad
results, proclaimed to him the glorious news of salvation.
This God spoke first to our race: “the way of peace” is not
an invention of man, but a revelativn from heaven.

Do I hear some one saying, * But does God really speak to
man? Can there be this direct intercourse between IHim and
us?” T aunswer, * Yes, He can and does.” Cannot we speak
to our children? Cannot the sheep on the hill-side speak to

cthur, and have gune shoulder to shouldor for twenty ur bLeen true? Certainly not; he spoke, but I dud nut hear. His
there is a diiference between us vuice was drowned 1n the surrvunding nuise. Aud 8o 1t is with

thuusands of thuse around u..  Gud speaks to them, but His
voice is drowned in the hul,Lub by which they are sarrounded.
They are awakened in the morning by the pestman’s knock,
and before they hase time fur a thought about Gud or eternity,
the noise of their own mill 18 all around them , Lefure the
letters are finishud the morning paper arnives, and the roar of
the woild is added to the svund which already existed ; a
short prayer is uttercd, a hasty meal swallowed, and hence-
forth 1t is whirl aud uxcitement till the evening ; they roturn
hume worn out and weary, by the aid of stimulants they are
able to spend an evening of worldly pleasure, and then a short
psalm and a shurter prayer is read, and they retire to a
tronbled rest to be awakened again by the pustman’s knock,
aud to go through the same distracting round. This is the
Listory year in aml year out of thousands around us—and how
can God’s voice ever be heard in this whirl? There will, how-
ever, come an end to this. While I was in that mill the
Jdinner hour came, and instantly the machinery stopped, and
out of the silence came a hundred voices that had been speak-
ing before, but had been drowned in the noise. Awd 8o it will
be with us,  This life is not to go on for ever. There will
cume a morning when otlice hands will open the letters, when
the newsman will be tuld that the paper is needed no more,
when there will besorrow and silence 1n the now busy hume.
The noise of time will be unheard : there will be the silence
of eternity, and, if we neglect the offer of mercy, out of that
silence will come a voice louder than thunder which will say,
¢ Because I have called, and ye refused ; beeanuse I have
stretched forth my hands, and you would have none of .ay
reprouf, T will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your
fear cometh.”

The text also shuws us the ratare of religion. When God
speaks to man, what Jdoes I1fe say? The text says, *‘Seck
ye my face.” Do you ask, what does this mean? It means
just this, ““Come to Me.” This is what God says to overy
man, not just “Come to My House, vt My Bk, or My
servant,” but *‘ Come to Me.”"  When Gad says this, dv not
the words iiaply that we are at a distance from Him?

Sonie une may say. but how can this be? Do we not hve
and move in God ? How then ean we be far from Hun? How?
Suppuae you mect an ol fiiend, and at vuce go up to him to
express your pleasare at the meeting, and he receives you
coldly, and passes on, would you not say you met so and so,
and he was so distast —you met him, and yet he was distant ¢
What do you mean by that? You mean that your budies
met, but that there was no union of heart, and that is what
God means when He speaks to ns.  lle says we draw near to
Him with our lips, but our hearts are far off.  Now it i3 the
hcar]t that God wants, and to offer Him any substitute is &a
insult.

But does not God teach us further by this passage, that
though we are afar off we nced not stay there? When he
says, ‘‘Come to Me,” dozs not that imply that there i3 a
possibiliby of our coming 7 If there were no such possibility,
the invitation would be a mockery. I know that when Adam
was driven out of Paradise, the fiery sword was placed there
to prevent his return.  But there is a beautiful passage in the
ninth chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews which says, ¢ He
hath put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” There is a
world of comfort for the trembling heart in this. But what
does it mean? It is clear that it does not mean that He has
put away sin as a fact, for it meets us everywhere. Nor does
it mean that He has put it away as a thing to be punished.
Many of you feel something of its punishment even now,



