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“avd the wor? - {Uod itself is to be taken as the guide intaali- truth;

by whom ail shings were made ; ‘u whom was life. and who becawe

eunuch, who, after Jesus was preached to him by Philip, demi.nd‘ed‘_
baptism. Philip said, « If thou believist with all thy heart, thou ||
mayest.”  And he answered, * I believe that Jesus Christ.is the 8ot |,
of God.” We see then, that as Christ declared he would build: -his
church upon this rock. and was himself laid as its foundation stoue,
so the Apostles and Evangelists proceeded to build upon this tried:
foundation, as living stone :, those individuals who, through this sim:
ple faith in Christ, were made alive to God. . LIS
From what [ have already said, you doubtless fully comprebend!
our views of what cunstitutcs the true basis of Christian union. Al
truth-loving mind is not disposed to cavil, and knows Low to eclect:
the most favourable poiut af view from which to judge correotly of the
guestions at issue. , R
But it will sometimes be asked. Do you propose, then, to receive
ersons into the Cheistian burch upon a sinple confession of, their;
elief in Christ as the Messiah, the Son of God, without repentsne. i
or a change oi heart. or even baptism ? - Would you receive, any- o’no't '
to commu‘:ion with the church upon such a deolaration, without an
inquiries as to the sense which he attaches to the expression, ¢ Son of
God,” or i1t respect to his fcclings ai-¢ experience of the grace of God
in bis heast 7 May you not thus reccive amd fraternize with these
who are Unitarian or Sabellian in faith, or were formalists in- pree<’
tice ? : : f
- As an answer to all such objections. T might say, that it is . enowgh
to kiow that any course.of procedurve has a Divive warraut. in order
to adopt it without the slightest foar of any consequences which may)
ensuc. -But to be more particila~, T would say in regard to'the
reception of those who would &: wcii a peculiar, or Uuitarian sense to!
the words of the abore proposit..u. that such perversious are natuul%
results of preconccived theorioy 2. 1 speculations, which lead men to,
expluin away the plainest statéme: t5 of Seripture, or wrest thew by
specious zlosses; and that. siv.c.. according to the mudamental prin2
ciples of this 1t formatioi, ali » +h speculations are to be abaudoned;
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tiore is'ue. the slightest 103 for appreliension. And thisiv, thus,
far, fully confic.ucd by our experience. for I presume ihere is Mot .o’
rel'gious bodi in Christendom which renders a more true and just
hounor to the Liord Jesns € - wereceives with a more sineere faith,
all that i Seriptures declare - neerning him. - With us, he is . the{,
Son of God, in the strict se . . these words.” He is the Word whieh};
wus'in the begiuning, which was with God and was God : the Word
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flesh and dweis among wen, vevealing his glory—the glory as. .f-the'
snly beguiton of the Father, fullof grace and truth. He isihe bright-
‘ness of the Father’s glory, and th:e expressimage of his pereon.:In|
Him dwellct . all the fullness of tiie Godhead badily. He is Emmaavel,
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Go with := who having broughi in an-everlas:ing righteousress, and:}j; -~ '

made an <:d of sin by the sacrifice of himself ; and havingfor‘llﬂ‘éj
trivtphoed cver death and the grave, has been invested with.all au-.i
therity in‘huaven and in earth, and has taken his seat at the right ;
hand ol the Maiusty in the heavens; where he must reign untilall his , I
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