Sy feeble strength would permit, hat 1
#m sorey to say that 1 have always been too
ruperticial. 11 God gives me His graee and
Srrength, 1 will do hetter in the future, It
RECIIS 1o me that 1 feel in oy soul the
strong desire to belong to God and to sery

Wi, but 1 am atraid of delusion of the

senses,  Where the holiest is at stake we
HIISE use great caution, for the devil inters

weaves plantoms of exterior beanty and

NICHtY in order to lead us away from the

truthy when we just think it inour reach,
OVERBECK TO FRAVLEIN LINDER,

Rove, December 2

Strange enongh, You are afraid of deceps !

tion wii

Your ean: e truly undeccived !
Ounly the Chureh e mies down to us from
the Apostles and has the promise that the
RpIrit of trath will remain with her until
the end of time, Therefore, the \postle

himselt calls her (e foundation of trathy !

acearding to that. d ception is found every.
where away from this Chureh, and your
Ereat fear of deception is in itselt the
Kreatest deception, The real centre of
difference is that, re Iving upon the rock of
this Chureh, we g sure of unerring teach-
ing, But take away this roek foundation of

the Chureh, and the whole divine revela-!

tion will rall, Perhaps you will sy s aeenrd-
Ing to that, one must agree to everything
that happens in the ¢ hurel, every disorder
every abuse . That s far trom the truth!

Wha would not desire to see the Churely ¢

represented in the greatest purity, and
what eould please God In tter than to pres
vent disorder and als  But do not let us

confound that, which is only oo much

exposed to degeneration and me well nevd
retorm, naely, the administeation of the
Divine teachings by sinful men, with that,
which ean never degene e the Diving
teaching itselt,  For the Chureh has the
promise from God himselt to he proot
againt all degene raey.  The Confessors of
this teaching ean only work « ut theirsalvi-
tion when they heeome living members of
the g
Chirist, I the shepherds and teachers, the
hishops and popes have given offence, woe
to them for the higher they we re placed in
order to give o gond example, and guide the

t Divine body, whose head is Jdesus

others, the greater was theiy responsibility, ¢

We have 1o remember the words of our
Lord: »On the seat of Moses are seated
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learned men and Pharisees, what they tell
you to do, do it, but he not guided by their
WOrks.™ Let us look then to the sound
members of this great bhody and leave the
dead and failures to the just judgment of
Gode o the fourth eentury, St. \ugustine
tells this to the Donatists and, had Luthey
followed this tealy evangelical prineiple, 1
need not write this letter to you to-day, for
we should be one undivided family. | 1
canuot send this letter without adding a
request, I it is your real intention to see
elearly inthis important  matter plejise
i take this Jetter to a Catholie theologian

and have him answer all your questions and
doubts, May God give such strength to
these lines  that you eannot resist oy
equest,

i TO BE CONTINUVED,

— ® —
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b To conquer our own will is the greatest
saerifice  we  can make o God,-- Sy,

RETRVITHEN

' - : . N .
THERE is noth inlife which exercises

amore blessed intluence on death than he
prominence of a holy, loving fear in our ine
tercourse with God,  Past fear is the
smaothest pillow on which the head of the
i dying ean repose.-- Fatngn Fanen,




