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existence af a collection of rltytitmical sangs
whichi wcre camposed Il fram the begia-
ninig."

In the l5tt -verse, iram its connexion
iviti te preceding, it is suppasedl by some
that tite apastie speaks af ituiseif as po55ess-
ing the saine gifr and iusing it for tic edifi-
cation af tiné Citurcit. Il What is it toti?
1 %vill î,ray irtlite Spirit and 1 wiil pray
with tite understandin'g also I wiil sin-
witli tite Spirit and I will sing with tite un-
dcrstaading aiso." IlRonce we gatier, says
Aiford, that the two departments ia ihich
tite gift ai tangues was exerciscd wec pray-
er and Itraise. On te day ai retttecast it
wvas confinod ta the latter ai titese." The
passage piainiy shtows titat singing wps
from, tite beginning a part of Chtristian wor-
sitip.

In thc episties ta tîte Epitesians and te
Colossiaas, writtea about tite saine time,
daringr Paal's imprisoamient at Rame, we
htave almoat in tite samne words, exhtorta-
tions in regard ta the service of sang, wlticit
indeed formn positive and permanent laws on
the subject-caaneeting it witii thc influence
aif the Spirit-as ta be eagaged in with de-
liglit as an expression of gladness of lteart-
as a great means for rte edification of others,
and as a manifestation ai hecarticîr devotion
ta God. E ph. v. 18, U. "lBe nat dmunk
witii Nvine, wlterein is exccss; but bce filled
wirh tic Spirit; speaking ta yaurselvcs in
psalms, Itymns and spiritual sangs. singing
and tnaking melody in your henrt te the
Lord.">

Ia cantrast with tite excitemeat of in-
toxication they wvere ta, seek tab l "filied
iviti tite spirit," not merely ta enjay it
abuadantly, as a vessel filied ta overflowv-
ing. Ia contrast witlh the temparary and
degrading exhtibition pradured by wine,
,this wouid fill titem witit genuine clevatian
ai Spirit, falness, of jay and permanent
pence. Ta the excitement of druiikeness
te tangue is ioosed and aiten fands expres-

ion in paliuted languag-e, and nat nire-
qtiently in I3acchattalian. sangs, which are
oitea Sataa's chosen instrument for corrupt-
ingotiters. But fillcd witli tte spirit, theirjoy
waald find expression in psaims and tyrns
and spiritual sangs, by whieh theyiveuld

promote cach ottiers spiritual good, (sek
ing ta yourislvs,"-", tcaichingy and &daxon.
ishing one anather " Col. iii. 11.) From
tic expression Ilspcaking Ia yoitrselres,"
and from tic words "lin thec heart ta, Qed,"
in the next clause, some have stnpposed
that it is oniy silent singing in tie heart je
rcquîrcd, and have therefore denicd that
singing Gofd's praise iYith tic voice is te ho
observed in New Testament times. Even
as the words stand, titis interpretation wifl
comniend itseif ta, few. Sulent singing
%volild scarcely corne up to the ieaching aud
adinanisiingy of the parrailel passage. But
ail the bcst critics agrec tiat tie word trans-
iated "lte, yoiirsclves," shonld be transiatcd
licre as ir is in Col. iii. 16, "ane another."1
It is tie samne word tixat is uscd in Eph. iv.
32, whiere no persan. wouid propose ta ren-
der "lfargiving yaurselvcs " fer Ilforgiving
ane anotier." Seme supposes titat it re-
fers ta respansive singing er chan ting. WVo
knaw several ai the psalms were camposcd
to be sung in titis manner, and that very
eariy ia te Christian Churci tic prac-
tice existed, but it seems, as Aiford remstrks,
tect mach to find it in titis passage.

Tho distinction between rte tiries, psalms,
hymns and spiritual. sangs, lias been differ-
eutiy expiained. Hadge says, "lthe cariy
usage of the words appear te have beèn as
looso as titat of rte corrcsponding Englisli
termis. A psaim was a hymu and a tyn
a sang, still tiere wvas a distinction betwcen
tiem. as there: is stili." The wvord psahm,
says Di. Eadie, is accarding te irs derivation
a sacred sang citantcd ta tie aceatupani-
meat ai instrumentai music. Titis speci-
fied idea wvas lost in course of time, and thc
ward retained, anly the general sense of a
sacttd poctical composition and corresponds
te tie Hebreov mizmor.-" It is generaiiY
agreed that Ilhymas " deaated praise songs
answering te tite lebrew tddtlirn, a titic
applied te sacli psalms as the 145t1t, in
which tic praise of God is tie main subjeet
The *ang or ode, says Alfard, is the gencral
name fer ail Lyrical poetry, and appiies
especially te saceli effusions as poisans use
iu a state of drunkenness. Tite Oltristians
ode is ta bce spiritual, inspircd by that fulk
ness of te spirit whieh is in him."
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