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danguage. The Englishlangunge, asknown
by the natives, is of no value whatever as
a medium through which to communicate
veligious knowledpe. Even for secular
knowledge, it is of far less value than a
stranger would suppose it to be. Nothing
gives o missionary such power among a
savage people as to be able to npeak to them
«orrectly and fluently in their own tongue.
Even the Jews in Jerusalem, though ac-

ueinted with the Greck, “when they heard
that Paul spoke in the Hebrew tongue to
them they kept the more silence.” One of
our missionnries put the matter very well
when he said, that next to the power of
the Holy Spirit on the heart of a native is
the tound of his own language. Y.t your
knowledge of the language beextensive and
accurate. Lot it be exact as to the ‘mean-
ing of words, correct in grammar, und per-
fect, if possible, in pronunciation. Some
think that any sort of speaking, even the
most slovenly and incerrect, may do for
eavages. The very reverse of this is what
is required.  Were there no other objection,
this 1s sufficient, that they cannot at all un-
derstand you unless you epenk somewhat
correctly; and the more correctly and
idiomaucally you speak, the more fally
will you be understood. From our exten-
sivo knowledgo, and the intercourse we
have had with people whase dialects are con-
siderably difterent, we can without much
difficultv, understand the broken Fnglish
of the most illiterate foreipner; his foreign
idioms may amuse us, but thev do not em-
barrass us. Itis not 60 with the natives;
they have had so little intercourse with
other tribes, or with peaple of other islands,
that, except the language of their own nar-
row district, they know nothing ; hence it
is most important that & missionary should
thm-ough]_y know this at least. Happily
there is no unsurmountable diiﬁcu]ty in
the acquisition of these languages; a liv-
ing langnage is alwn¥s more Oﬂﬁﬂ." acqnired
than a dead one. Besides, you will proba-
bly have some helps. Your predecessors
mav have accumnlated some materials
which vou will not fail to turn to some
good account. Voegbularies, grammars,
and tranelations may supply you with
words, and point ont to you the structurs
of the language ; to overlook these, where
they exist, is to spend vour time in search.
ing out what has been discovered by others
and prepared to your hand, it may be bet-
ter than vou eonld do yourself But those
who confine their study of these langnages
wholly or mainly to hooks never cateh the
native manner, and are never able to un-
derstand what the nativessay.  Tomingle
daily with the natives, to speak to them
aud listen to them, pives a veadiness and o
correctness in speaking that nothing else
will snpply. It is one thing toseca native

word or & sentence written on paper, or
inted in a book, or to hear it pronounced
g;English-speaking lips, and quiteanother
thing may be also indistinctly, by a.native;
but 1t ig neccseary that you be able to re-
cognise the Istter as readly as the former.
One of the best linguists in our mission was
in the habit, during the first year of his re-
sidence on the islands which he occupies,
of spending some hours daily, sitting with
little groups of natives and talking with
them, for the express puropse of gaining a
minute and accurate knowledge of their
language, and he has bad his reward.

Some missionaries have found it a good
plan, in order 10 test their book knowledge,
to mingle largely with the native children.
QOthers have found it of great advantage o
begin soon and continuo largly to translate
easy portions of the Scriptures. Every
separate plan has its own advantages; but
in the pursuit of knowledge, as in_the pur-
suit of wealth—and in the pursait of this
kind of knowledge no less than in that of
all others—it is the hand of the diligent
only that maketh rich. L

8. Keep the secularities of the mission in
their proper place. There are many who
seem to think that missionarics are, or at
least should be, the most spiritnal-minded
of men, and that their work is specially
favorably fur producing spiritual feelings
and holy affictiong, and that all of them,
from the very nature of they work, should
be more akin to the angelic than the human,
Alas! that plain facts shonld so readily
dispel these plensing fancies. If a vast
amount of secularities, and a great amount
of manuasl labour, areconditions favourable
to spiritunlity of mind, then the New
Hebrides missionaries may be expected to
rank high in such attainments; but if the
reverse holds good, men must look else-
where for model specimens of such a char-
acter,

It is 2 saying largely in circulation among
the South Sea missionaries, that a mission-
ary should do nothing himself which hecan
get & native to do as well, or nearly as well,
as he himself can do it. This principle
may keep a missionary tolcrably freo from
manual anour among the Malay races, in
the Eastern Pacific, but among the Papuan
races, in the New Hebrides, after the mis-
sionary has carried this principle to the
utmost, it will leave him still as mach todo
as hecan possibly overtake. He has his
house to build, by-and-by his church and
his school houscs, he has his boat to man-
age and keep in repair, he has to create—
cell into existence—a hundred of the con-
veniences and comforts of civilized life,
while all the skilled Iabour he can obtain is
that which his own hands can supply.—
Some may think it beneath the dignity of
the missionsary character to steop 60 low,



