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language. The Englishianguage, asknown
by the natives, is of no valne whatevcr tis
a mediumn through wbich te communicate
religious knowledge. Even for &eeular
knowlcdge, it is of far ,esa -value thnn a
4stranger would suppose it te be. Nothing
gives a missionary sucb power among n
s8avage People RO te bie able te lipeak to thern
correctly and fiucntlv in their own tongue.
Even the Jeurs in àJerugalcm, though ac-
qnainted witls the Greek, "'when they heard
that Paul spoke in the flebre-w tengue to
them thcy kept the more silence." One of
,our misbaonaries put thc inatter very well
whien he said. that net,-,ti t ei power of
the Holy Spirit on tho heart of a native is
the sound of his own language. Let your
knowledge of the lannuage beextengiveand
accurate. Let it ha exact as te thteinean-
ing of words, correct in grammar, aind par-
fect, if possible, in pronunciantion. Some
think that nny sort of spenking, even the
most itlovcnly and incorrect, mity do for
savages. The very reverse of this iq wvhat
is rc9 uired. WVerethereno other objection,
this às sufficient, that they cannot ut aIl un-
darstand you unless you speak sornewhat
,correcîly; and the more correctly and
idiomatically you speak, the more futlly
will you ho understood. From aur exten-
sivo know]edgo, and thec intereourse wc
bave had iîh people wbose diaiects are con.
sideralhlv difierent, wa can witbnut mucb
lifflcultv, underst.and the broken Engiish

of the mc'st illiterate forpigner; bis foreagu
idioms may namuse us, but tlîey do not em-
bilrrss us. It is not se with the natives;
they have hRd se little interoourse vith
ether trihbes, or with peo p le ofother islan ds,
that, except the langua.ge of their ôrwn nar-
row district. thev knmow nnthing; hienca it
hs Most important that a misrionarv should
lhorougjhly know ibis at least. 'Happily
thera is no unsurmounruble difficulty in
the acquisition of thcse languages; a liv-
iogz la'igîîage is alwftVs more e2aih-l aoquircd
than a dend one. Besides, Yen will proba-
bly bave some balpo. Yeur predecessors
inav bave ac'cumnlated Fome ruaterials
which Yon will flot fail to tara to soe
gond acceuint. Voraliulariez. graznmars,
sand tranislations may suppiy Yeu with
,words, and point out te you tac structure
ef the lan£runge; te niprlook thrsc, whc're
they exist, is te spend vour time in search-
iog onit wçhut bas been discnvered by others
iand prepared te yonr hand, it may bc bet..
ter than vou cniild do yourself But those
who confine their Ptîndy or tbese languiages
wholly or mainly te bookst neyer catih the
-native manner, andi are neyer able to un-
dersîand bhat thé. natii .say. Tomaingle
Iady wth the natives, tA sprak- tn ticIn

adlisten ie thero, rives a vendinP$s anda
corrcctne.qs in sppalcing that nnrbing elgc
will snpply. Iti 13one tbing te secanative

word or a sentence written on paper, or
prited in a book, or to hear it pronounced
yEnglish-speaking lips, and quite another

thing may be aliso indistinctly, by a.uative;
but àt is necesary that yen ha able to re-
cognise the latter as readly as the forner.
One of the best linguist8 in our mission was
in the habit, during the first year of bis re-
sidence on the isiands which ho occupies,
of sending some hours daidl? sittiag with
littie groups of natives a= talking with
them, for t he express puropse of gaining a.
minute and accurate knowledge of their
language, and lie bas bad his reward.

Some raissionagries have found it a good.
plan, in order te test titeir book knowledgc,
to mingle largely with the native children.
Others have found it of great advantage to
begin soon snd continue largly te, translate
easy portions of the Scriptnrea. Every
separate plan has ita own advantages ; but
in -the pursuit of knowledge, as ini thc pur-
suit of wealth-and in the pursuit of this
kind of knowledge no lesB t han in that of
ail others-it is, the baud of the diligent
only that xnaketh rich.

3. Keep the secularities of the mission in
their proper place. Thera are inany wvho
sccm, te think tha. missionaries are, or at
least shouid bc, the most spiritual-minded
of men, and that thcir work is specially
favorably for producing spiritual feelings
and holy affictions, and that aIl of thern,
fr-om the very nature of thcy work, should
be more akin te thecangelicthan thebuman.
Mlas! that plain f acts sbould 60 readî]y

dispel these pîensing fandes. If a vast
ainount of !secularities, and a great amouint
of manuial labour, areconditions favourable
te spirituality of mina, then the Nevr
Hebrides mnissionaries may ba cpected to
rank hi ghin sncb attainnients; but if the
reverse holds good, meni must look csc..
whcre for modul specimnens of such a char-
acter.

hIt is a saying le.rgely in circulation aniong
the South Sca missioitaries, that a mission-
ary sbould do uothing h£msclf wbich h caTn
get a native to do as well, or nearly as well,
as he himsclf eau do ît. This prnciple
may keep a înissionary tolcrably freo front
mu annal labeur among the Mialay races, i
the Eastcrn Paifie, but &mong the Papuaa
races, inthe New Hebrides, fter the mis-
siouary bas carried this principle te the
utmost, it mil leave him stui1 as mnch te do
as ha can possibly ovcrtake- He bas bis
bouse te build, by-and-by bis cbnrch and
bis school bouses, he bas bis bout to Man-
age and kecp in repair, ha bas te, create--
Sil into e, istence--a hundrad of the cou-
veniences, and comforts of eivilized life,
ivbile ail the slied labour ho cari obtain £3
that whicb bis own 'bands eau supply.-
Some mav tbink it beneath thxe dignity of

flcmsins «Ybcaracter to stoop GO iow,

Irte Ikomt alib ICteigtt semb.


