Berlin papers_took a wore sensible view,
but the majority showed themselves sadly
lackiog in sense of perspective, If this
sort of thing continues the Admiralty will
have to devise some means of iuzzliog
retired officers, although such a course
might materially affect the activity of the
Navy Lergue. The German Navy League
bas been e7en Jmore successful than the
English in promoting naval expansion,

THE Japanese have scored another
great victory over the Russians, again
on sen. The Baltic squadron, re-enforced
by & number of other vessels, were passing
the Straits of Corea on May 27 and Admi
ral Togo, backed by the Japanese flret at-
tacked the Russian fleet, sinking two bat-
tleships and five cruisers. besides some
minor vessels, and securing the surrender
of two b ttleships and of 2,000 prisoners.
Thus the last remnant of Russian paval
power in the vicinity of he Sea of Japan
is swept out of existence. It looks as it
the ships of the Japanese Davy were su-
pericr, especially in the quality of the
guns and the skill of (he gunners. The
probability is that half a dozen of the
crack Japanese ships peppered the enemy
at long disance and simply had them at
their mercy. There remains the squadron
of Russian vessels Zat Vladivostock to be
disposed of or kept bottled up, as it may
be presumed ‘that .small blockadi~g
Squavron detached from the Jupanese main
fleet would be sufficient to lock the Rus.
sian squadron in the harbor,

lT seems a littla bit pecaliar that to-
wards the close -of each fiscal year, pro-
vided ' the Jsession 2of parliament is not
over, that several of the public depart-
“ments at Ottawa should run short of
funds and be unable to.pay even the sal.
aries of the public employeesiand officials,
At the p t, for inst , the
officials of the House of Commons have not
been paid for a couple of months, and in
other departmoants of the public service si-
milar shortage prevails. The reason for
this is that the appropriation made anrln.
‘ast session of parliament for the year end-
ing June 80, 1905, is exhausted, and as
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parliament has not disposed of the public
business, the supply bill is still before
the House, and the additional appropria-
tion,nct having 12ceived the assent ot the
Crown, is not available for use What-
ever the reason is, the government of Can-
ada bas been bankrupt for}weeks in respect
of several of its departments and services,
One would think that soms means could be
founa to overcome the difficulty becanse it
must be remembered thatlinaddition to the
salaries of officials, accounts of merchants
and wmanufactures are all held up until par-
liament Jprovides “the additional money,
Perhaps therelis no way over it but as we
started out by saying it does seem to be pe-
culiar.

THE death whicn occurred at Ottawa on
May 20, of the Hon. William Mac-
dougall, removed one of tue few remain-
ing Kathers of Confederation. In the eazly
days of the history of this confederation,
and before he loomed large on ‘the politi-
cal horizon. Born in Toronto 83 years ago,
he was a publisher of various newspapers,
and was the leading political writer on
the Toronto Globe for some vears prior to
1860. He entered government in the Sand-
field MacdonaldAdministration as far back
% 1862 and was the first Dominion Minis-
ter of Public Works. He was one of the
three Relormers chosen to enter the Tache-
Macdonald adwinistration formed as a co-
alition governwent for the purpose of
carrying confederation, and achieved someo
notoriety subsequently by remaining in the
administration under Sir John Macdonald
alter his Reform colleagues bad retired.
He defended his course be‘ore a public
meeting of Reformers held in Toronto, He
was an effective platform speaker, a man
of wide intormation and undoubted abil-
ity. He retired from parliament in 1589,
and his last contestation was in 1887 when
he was unsuccessful. Of late years he has
been practically an invalid. At the time
of his death he was the senior Privy Coun.
cillor in Canada. Taken all round, and
looking at his long and varied career, he
was & man of whom any nation might be
proud.




