1548

EVENTS

Published CWeekly.
ARNOTT J. MAGVURN, Editor

VOL. 6. NOVEMBER 26, 1904. No. 22

“SOUR years ago there were 34 Liberais
slected by acclamation to the Quebec
Legislature. Last Friday there weve 86
and one Conservative. By the tiwe this
paper is printed the contested elections
will be over. In most of the seats either
Liberals cr Independents are running, but
the Conservatives have candidates for ev-
ery seat where they think they can win.
The hottest fight of the campaign {s in the
8t. Louis division of Montreal where,
strange to say, the issue is between two
Laberals, both supporters of the govern-
ment of Premier Parent There are alto-
gether 74 members in the vegislative As-
sembly. In addition there is a Legislative
Council of 24 appointed memberr, making
a parliament of Y8 members

HE changes that are to take place in

the Ontariogovernment are unaerstood
to be as follows:—Mr. Stratton has resign-
ed o as to secure time toattend to his pri-
vate business. Mr. Gibson, the Attoruey
General goes ont , probatly for a similar
reason, as does Mr. Davis. Mr. McKay of
Noith Grey will bethe new Comr.of Crown
Lands, Mr.Charlton succeeds Mr, Latchford
as commissioner of Public Works and Mr.
Geo. P. Grahaur of Brockville will take the
portfolio of Provincial Secretary. Like Mr,
Stratton Mr. Graham is a newspaper man,
#0 that one journalist succeeds another.
Mr. Latchford was said to be desirous of
retiring from the department of Public
Works but at tne Premier's special request
will remain in the government as Attor-
ney General. Mr. Harcourt retains the
portfolio of Education and Mr. Dryden
that of Agriculture. With this reconstrnct-
ed government Mr. Ross will probably ap-
peal to the people for a renewal of conti-
dence. There is ahead one of the fiercest

fights the province has ever kmown, and it
ought to be over before Christmas.
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T bas al.7uys been maiatained in theee

columns that specific duties were thehall
.nark of your real protective tariff. Even
the Damping Clause is not well regarded
by protectionists, to judge by the follow-
ing editorial from the organ of the Cana-
dian Manufacturers’ Association:—

The Duomping Clause of the Fielding
Tariff Act of 1904 is a purely protection-
ist measure. Mr. Fielding in introducing
it did not pretend that it was designea for
any other purpose than to give protection
to Canadian industries. There was no
pretext that while it might incidentally
protect Canadian industries, its chief ob
ject was to provide revenue. There was
never introdnced in any legislative body
in the world a measure whose aim was
more unqoalifiedly protective: and yet, if
it were generally accepted as representing
the views of protectionists, it might do
more harm to the canse than any measure
ever devised by Canadian opponevts of
protection. A policy that causes continnal
annoyance to almost every business man
in the country cannot be long maintain-
ed, and that i+ what the Damping Clanse
is likely to do. The gieat majority of
business men, whether manofacturers or
merchants, require to import Jsome of the
articles they use or sell. This is trne in
the most highly protected countries as wely
as in the low tariff countries. Every busi-
ness man, therefore, is interested in hav-
ing a tariff law that can be easily under-
stood and administered with fair and equal
treatment ror all importers. From the
business man's standpoint it does not
matter so much how high the dnty is, if
he knows beforehand exactly what he has
to pay, and .is sare that all his competi-
tors must pay exactly the same as hedoes,
The Dumping Law upsets all the calenla-
tions of the vusiness man With
tem of protection 1n force he can seilom
tell what duty he will have to pay on im
ported articles until the decision of the
costoms ofticer has been given. He cannot
be sure that some rival merchant will not
get better terws than he does. Not ouly
will disbonest impoiters be able to evale
the law, but honest meirchanis who have
conscientiously given what Jthey regarded

this sys.




