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tion and Lntomolog:cnl Socm:), hue.\h‘ead) : \\‘nh the Canadian farnier, sced time, sum.
told greatly in favour of these valuable i in-' mer, and harvest, are emphatically the busy
stitutiony, which are destined, we feel a9 veasons of the year—seasans all {oo short for
the past year. Considerable activity andsured, to take high rank in the education and | the work that has to be crowded into them--
progress have buen inanifest in these very|elevation of the country, besides adding and long days, rising carly and working late,
important enterprises.  The Toronto, $im: ! materially to ite productive resourees, {are thr ordinmy exporience of every one cu.
coe, anmd Muskoka Railraal, projected from!  With one more reference only, though, gaged on a farm Quiing this busy period. But
Barrie to Braecbridge, hias been opened asfar ! much might yet be said on a great vanety of with the winter comes a welcome change.

as Orillia; the extension of the Midland has | topics, we must closo this article.  We ale, Nut only do the startened days enrtail the
Leen completed from Lindsay to Beaverton;  lude to the inwreasing use of ag.icultural im. , hours of labour, hut the oceasions for work
the Whitby and Port Perry Road extends!plements and machinery, These are bardly | are very grg,'lﬂ) narrowed,  Some city pro-
up to the lalter peint ; the Toronto, mannfacturedfastenoughto mectthe growing ple, indeed, imagine that during winter the
and NiPiSSi"" js finished to Woodville, 63" demand.  Ameng the new introduetions that, tarmer has iterally nothing to do.  This s,
ailes from Toronto; the Toronte, Grey and ! geem to be making way is the double farrow { however, a great mistake. In awell ordered
Druce is open to Arthur; the North Grey ' plough, which we believe will be found onlhrm no period of the yearis a season of idle.
extension ni the Northern will connect}many farmg to effect a great saving of timey ness, aml there is plenty of occuvation to
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Much of this imported labour has heen :\b
worbed in the construction of new railways,
and this is another feature that has marked

Collingwood with Meaford, and is already
nearly completed to Thurnbury, These and
similar undertakings, will do immense ser.
vice in promoting the rapid settlement and
progperity of the country, though probably
during theic progress that greab difficulty
with which the Canadian farmer has to con-
tend—the scarcity and high price of labour—
will continue, unless a very great ingrease
takes place in future immigration,

The length to which this notice is already
extending warns us to refer only very briefly
to & few other matters. Very marked im.
petus has been given to the lnportation ef
improved live stoek, and during no previons
year have so many persons been engaged in
thig enterprize, or have so large a number of
valuable animals been introduced into the
country, as in the course of the past year.
Many of these importations have been sold
to American breeders, but a large numnber!
happily remain with ue, and their intluence
on the live stock of the country caunot but
be very beneficiai,

This large imporiation has given quite a
marked featare to our principal agricultural
exhibitions, and has coniributed wmuch to
their interest and success, We cun only
zllude in this place to anvther development
in connection with these shows, mmel_‘,, the
growing tendency to hold large union exibi.
tions, ’nns change will work advantage-
onsly, if it isnot overdone, and not carried
out in a spirit of hostility to the Provincial |
Fair.

The amendment of the Agrienltural Act,
which makes the clection of all the members
of the Council of the .Agricultural and Arts
Assoeiation annual, places the control of
thig institution mere than ever in the hands
of the farmers of the country, if they will
only use their powers  Thescitlement of the
free grant lands, and the excellent plan
of putting up buildings on some of the lots,
at a moderate price, are matiers that should
be mere diligently pushed than tbey have
hitherto been. The Agricultural College
and Experimental Farms are yet scarcely
more than projected, and will require much
eareund wisdomon the part of the Administra
tion to carry them out toapracticaland worthy
issue. The recognition and aid given by the
Governmernt to the Fruit Growers’ Associa-

and labour, and unless superseded by sou ey protitably fill a large portion of the months
still more esficient implemcont, will come xuto,..{ frost and storm that in this climate of-
very general favour. | fectually preclude all field operations, The
On the whole, the year affords avident, | rare of stock, without which farming is
signs of progress amongst us, and though searcely ever profitable, demands at this time
greater zeal and activity are needed in the a large amount of attention and no small
direction of promoting immigration, diffusing ; labour. In addition, the marketing of pro-
information, raising the intelligence of thc’duoe, the preparation of firewood, both for
farmer, and generally stimulating improve- ! the increased demands of the cold season and
ment in agriculture, the aspect and prowise, in anticipation of the coming busy time, and
of the futurc are yet hopeful and encourag. | a hundred other requirements of the farm or
ing. sbe household, will bring abundant occupa.
sion for the winter days. There are those,
00, who must labour, ecither in cutting and
hauling wood for sule, or in some other way
o earn the means of subsistence, or eke out
the too scanty profits of the summer's work.
In new settlements and bush farms, moreever,
Yihereis usually plenty to do in chopping and
1 :learing the land, taking saw-logs to the mil),
wrother work for which the winteris the best
ar only time. Inshort,the winter is a season of
sompazative leisure only, and not by any
means a holiday time of indolence or play.
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The Farmer's Holiday.

The present times, especially among the
nations foremost in civilization, are charac-
terized by incessant activity, urgent com-
pcht:on and restless enterprise.  With a
large elass, indecd, life is from beginning to
end a perp,..u.«.l struggle.  That this zondi-:
tion of things is otherwise than hurtful to
mind and body—inimical to man’s physieal!
and moral health—we do not believe. Byg
the heneficent ordering of the Almighty, the | Now, it is obvionsly the interest and duty
sentence of labour pronounced upen our n\.e‘ of the farmer to make the best use of this
as the punishment of the first tmnsgressi(m comparative leisure. The opportunity it al.
has been transmuted into a blessing; and tows for positive recreation should not be
from the enforced exercise ¢f our powerslast. Farm life and a rural home will be
spring life's best enjoyments as woll as its waore attractive, to the young especially, if
poblast achievements, But toil unrclieved— | aot made a ceaseless round of task- work and
continuous drudgery—is an evil, peverthe |drudgery. The season is one that invites
less, and not only a hard lot, but unless; much pleasant social intercourse, and it iswell
elevated by some grand motive, will prove | for young and old to cultivate an unseltish in-
unfruitful either of real profit or pleasure. |terest in those around them, to mix in the
The gain, if auy, will be purchased at too|society of their fellows, and take a share in
great a cost. all the claims and kindly oflices of good

Relasation from work, and recreation in  neighbours.
some form, are good for all of us, This re-|{ There are other atill more valuable uses to
lief i3 more nceded in some callings than! which the winter leisure of the farm can be
in others, and perhaps its necessity is less | made subservient. The long evenings afford
felt by the farmer than by most men. This | excellent opportunities for profitable read-
arises partly from the nature of his occupa. | ing, or for mental culture in other ways. The
tion, which is mostly in the open air, and is, | man who would cultivate his farm intelli-
moreover, not continuous, and partly beecause | gently aud to the best advantage, who would
the relaxation which other men must make | not see himself outstripped in social stand-
comes to him in the ordinary ceurse of his ing and commercial success by his more en-
business. Hence it is not surprising to find | terprising fellows, must read. During this
from the statistics of mortality that the aver- | seuson, too, farmers’ clubs can most con.
age duration of life is very much in favour of { veniently hold their meetings; and these as-
the farmer, as compared with the average in | sociations are capable of becoming important
any other calling, means of wnstruction and improvement, ar




