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ad honorable industry has doue incalculable
aijury to bee-cuilture in America, if not through-

'Ont the world. A lie is said to travel half
rOund the world while the truth is getting ready
to start, and this one proved no exception.
¶lhough contradicted and refuted over and over
%gain, it still lives and is still going. News-

>Pers still keep iterating and reiterating Prof.

*Wley's slander, but they seldom publish a
rOlrection. Thousands of people, common and

%IC0tmon, still believe that scientific yarn
that comb-honey is manufactured throughout
*ithout " Lee mediation," and why shouldn't
they ? The former beheve it because the ne ws-
apers say so, and the latter because the

luagazines and encyclopodias say so; for it
's a fact that this itinerant fiction has actually
found a place in the American CyclopSdia and
the American supplement to the Encyclopedia
1ritannica. In justice to the latter, however,
t rnust be said that the British work, whose

Plblishers repudiate the American supplement,
0ntains nothing of this.

"ere is what the American Cyclopædia says
on the subject: " Glucose is very extensively
ed to bees, which eat it with great avidity,

and store it away unchanged as honey. It is
%lo Dut up directly in trade as honey-with
which bees have had nothing to do-being put
7l tmeans of appropriate machinery into artifi-

eial comtbs made of paraffin " (page 834, vol.
91', edition of 1883).

The American supplement to the Encyclo-
»edia Britannica has this information on the
ibject : "Il oney is manufact ured on the same

Plan, only here the bees are employed to assist
1
I the fraud. They are furnished with a supply

Of starch-sugar, which they store in their
in when these combs are also fraudulent,

8ig made from paraffin and furnished to the
Ft' Who fill them with glucose and cap them

i enuine wax. It is difficult to see how
e art of adulteration, could be carried further "
ageI 41, vol. i, Hubbard Brothers, Philadelphia
il New York, 1885).

Argument and refutation failing to kill the
Iasehood, the editor of Gleanings in Bee-
I ure- a responsible man financially-offered

reward of one thousand dollars to any one
boredfudi ng Prof. Wiley) who would produce

Sof th* e so-called " manufactured " honey,
esignate the place where it was made or

CIId be found. This offer is still open and-
good The writer of this article aiso offered
throtgh the press a reward of one hundred
Cl0ies of bees (equal to about one thousand
'do1ars) to any One who would produce some of

this artificial honey." This offer is still open
and good. None, howvever, has ever been pro-
duced. No one has yet come forward to claim
the cash or the bees.

Prof. Wiley had supplemented the assertion
above quoted with the following additional in-
formation, probably to encourage the manu-
facturers : " This honey " (that is, the manu-
factured article) " for whiteness and beaut y
rivals the celebrated real white-clover honey of
Vermont, but can be sold at an immense profit
at one half the price." Now, had that business
of honey manufacture been as practicable as
profitable, the temptation to embark in it would
have been almost too much for human nature to
resist. But it seems nobody went in, while
nearly everybody believed that other bodies
were in.

However, Nature's dearthis likely to produce
conviction where facts, arguments, and rewards
failed to do so. The seasons of 1887 and 1888,
aspecially the latter, were unpropitious for the
" busy little bee," and yielded but little honey.
The crop was a general failure, not only in
America but in Europe. The modicum of
honey produced, especially of comb-honey, was
soon exhausted, and the dealers as well as con-
sumers, North, South, East and West, were
crying out for honey. The producers were in-
undated with letters and orders which they
could not fill. Now, here was the grand oppor-
tunity for the manufacturers' of " artificial
honey." If the article could be sold " at an
immense profit at half the price " of the
genuine article, as Prof. Wiley assures us, these
bogus manufacturers could have coined money
- -there were " millions in it " apparently.
But they failed to appear. The glucose was
available, the paraffin ditto, and the " appro-
priate machinery " ought, in the interval under
the law of progress, to have become stili more
" appropriate " and perfect in its work ; but,
strange to say, th3 famine of honey continued.

The tempting prices were offered in vain.
Not a pound of the stuff ever " materialized,"
so far as anybody could find ont. Nor was this
gap in the extracted ioney, caused by the
drought, filled by any artificial substitute, which
also goes to prove that the prevalent notion that
honey is extensively adulterated has very little
foundation in fact. Considering the compara-
tively low market prices of honey the past few
years, and the facility with which the genuine
article can be produced in modern scientific
bee-culture, adulteration would hardly pay for
the trouble,

That there is but very little adulteration


