242

THE OANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY,

g

L

sustained cnergy. But do they fail to
master the complicated details of some
great ontorprize? Or, do they fail in
needful cloquence when they desire to
commend it to tho general community %
Never, at any former time, were thero
50 many en of high business capacity
and intelligence, as wo now have. A
fair sharo of theso are Christian men.
But how many of them take no part
in active work for Christ. There are
many splendid excoptions, but the bulk
of our Christian business men, seom not
to rise to the conception of any earnest,
energetic and sustained work for Christ.
In fact, they do mnothing for Christ.
Ono busy year follows another during;

something better. It is his privilege to
take his place among God's sowers and
reapers, and to gather fruit unto lify
oternal.  'We could imagine Tnothing
hardor than for him to be excluded
necessarily from that work, and thus to
have no hope of that gladness of heart
when sowers and reapers shall rojoico
togethor. DBut how can we characterizo
the spirit of the man who excludes
himself both from this work and thig
reward? Upon whose mind it hag
never dawned to aspire to the distinction
of him who turns many to rightcousuesst
‘Whose wisdom seewms to lie in a hearty
and thorough attention to every work
except that of winning souls for Christ ?

which their voice has nover been heard | iio bt winneth souls is wise. They
on behalf of Christ, and no Christian |that turn many to righteousness shall
entorprizo has been sustained or ad-jshine as tho stars for ever and over

vanced by their energy.

Is there not a great mistake here?
Business men, we appeal to yourselves.
Is there not a tromendous miscaleula-
tion at the basis of that merely worldly
lifo you are contont to lead? Is there
not the cxaltation of that which is in-
finitely paltry over that which is in-
finitely great ? Is there not the preferring
of that which is merely temporary to
that which is eternal ?  Is there not the
nistako of giving yourselves wholly to
work far meaner than befits you, to the
neglect of that which is worthy of your
highest powers? Now, as never before,
there is abundant scope in the various

Why should any Christian layman be
destitute of that wisdom, or be excluded
from that special glory at last? Why,
indecd?

HEALING BY PRAYER.

o all know more or less of sickness,
It comes to us at times by slow and
stealthy step, gaining a little each day,
till it becomes master, and wo are forced
to succumb to our unwelcome visitor.
Or it may come suddenly, without note
of warning, as tho lion leaps on his
prey. But let us suppose that, mo
matter how, sickness, sore, serious,

walks of Christian usefulness for every severe, has come, and that we, or some

talent and energy of every member of
the Church of Christ. New facilities
are afforded in these days for the profit-
able employment of every man willing
to put his hand to work. And there
are calls on every side, fields of labour
near at hand, inviting by their rich
promiso, or pleading by their very
dustitution. How can any true-hearted

loved one, is fairly in its grasp. What
are we todo?

Good nursing i of great account at
such a time as this. Let there bo
plenty of fresh air, quictness, ventils-
tion, rest, sleep, with tho use of such
simplo remedies as every one ought to
know something about. Good medical
advice is also of great importance.

Christian, layman or not, stand by while

Some expeot too much of doctors, think-

so much work is to be done for the|ing they ought to know every thing and
Master?  Absorption in mere worldly | be able to do every thing, putting themin
work, whatever that work may be, isthe place of God. Others again espect
but a busy idleness on the part of a Chris- | too little, and never, even in serious ill-

1 tian man. Ho should be attending to: ness, call for medical advice at all, or ¢
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