“LESSON VIIL—AUGUST 1.
The Man Born Blind.

John ix 117! ‘Memory verses, 47,
Luke ix., 57-62: ‘John vii., 2-9, 41.

Daxly Readings.

M. Must Work.* John ix., 1-12.
T. Been Blind.  Johnix., 13-27.
- 'W. His Disciple. John ix., 28-44.
T, Bartimaeus. Mark x., 46-52.
;F Thy Light. Isa. 1x., 1-22.
S The Truth ‘I John i, 1-10.

Golden Text.

. ‘One thing I know, that, whereas I was
_ blind, now I see’—John ix., 25.

Lesson Text

‘(1) And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man
which was blind from his birth. (2) And

Rend

his disciples asked him, saying, Master who'

did sin, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind? (3) Jesus answered, Neither
hath this man sinned, nor his parents; but
that the works of God should be inanifest in
- him. (4) I must work the works of him that
sent me, while it is day: the night cometh
when no man can Work.
. am in the world, I am the light of the world.
(6) When he had thus spoken, he spat on the
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and

he anointed-the eyes of the blind man with-

the clay. (7) And said unto him, Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpre-
tation, sent). He went his way theréfore,
.and washed; and came. seeing. - (8) The
neighbors therefore, ‘and they which before
had seen him that wes blind; said, Is not
"this he that sat and begged? (9) SOme said,
This is he: others sdid, He is like him: but
he said, I am he. (10) Therefore said they
unio hxm, How were thine eyes open d? (11)
He answered and said, A man that is called
Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes,
-~ and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam,

and wash; 'and I went and washed, and I re- -
(12) Then said they unto'

ceived my sight.
him, Where is he? He said, I know nol
(13) They brought to- the Pharisees - him
that aforetime was blind.. (14) And it was
the Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay,
and opened his eyes. (15) Then again the
Pharisees also asked him how he had re-
ceived his sight. He said unto them, He put
clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do
see. (16) Therefore said one of the Phari-
sees, This man is not of God, because he
keepeth not the Sabbath day. Others” said,
How can a man' that is a sinner do sucl'l
miracles? And t,here was a division among
them. (17) They say unto the blind man
again, What sayest thou of him, that he
hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a
- prophet,

Suggestions.

Our Lord ‘was.one day walking along with
his diseciples when they saw a blind beggar
sitting by the wayside. The disciples as they
looked . at the blind man remembered that
they had been taught by the Phariseses that
all affliction was sent from God as a punish-
ment for sin, They did not see how a per-
son could sin before he was born, and as
this. man had been born blind, they asked
our Lord whether this affliction was a pun-

ishment for the man's sins or for those of .

his parents.

The Saviour answered that neither the
blind man nor his parents had committed
any extraordinary sin'but that this afflletion
had been sent in order that God’s mighty
power might be shown forth. If this man
had never known the miseries of blindness

he .could never have. known the joy of re-"

ceiving . his sight. - If he had not been in
great need of ‘the Saviour’s help he would
never. have received -from him:the ‘great
blessings. which he did. This man’s afllic-
tion was-not only the means of bringing a
great blessing to himself, but because of his
contact- with the Xord Jesus he has been
'uséd as-an illustration to all'the world of

one of the greatest truths of the- universe. .

'/ Jesus is the light of the world, only from
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T fonowing extracts and ‘bits of expemences._f
‘hig- testimony. was ‘our
.young

" He" said” that ‘e “had ‘Been " practi< " .
~.cally engaged in Sunday-school work:as.an

. . him can the darkened sonl receive light and

healing.
Jesus said-that we must ‘work while 11: is
day, that is, while, we have.strength and op-

‘portunity, for this life will soon be'over and

these bodies-will soon-be able to do'no miore
work, © Jesus is the-light of the world, the

only light that candispel the ‘clouds of doubt-

and unbehef the shadows of sorrow, a,nd the

‘black da.rkness of sm.

The. Lord Jesus opened the eyes of the
bhnd man: - He made clay with the dust;of
the ground and.the water of his mouth, and
anointing the eyes of - the blind man, sent

“him to- wash in.the pool of Siloam. The
. blind man believed and- obeyed the :Lord,
- 'When he washed his sight was suddenly

given to him, and he returned to his place
full of joy.. .The neighbors and: those who

~had known him before were filled with won-

der and questionings, " they could scarcely
believe that it was he. The man declared
his identity and they were forced 6 believe
in-him, but with great amazement they ques-
tioned him as.to his healing..' He told them
what Jesus had done for him. and how by
obeying him he had received sight.

The neighbors of .the ‘man who bhad.
- been blind took bhim before the  Phari-

sees to be (questioned. They ' were

7. puzzled by the wonderful -healing that

had 8o~ evidently been 'performed, and
dlsputed among themselves, some say-

ing thit if Jesus were a godly man he
: would not have worked miracles on the Sab-

bath, and others saying that if he were not
godly he could not work miracles at all. It

+was not the commandment of God that

would be broken by working miracles, but
the traditions and additions of men, who,

" not understanding the spirit. of the lawg, had
(5) As long as 1’

enlarged and . multiplied the letter of the
_Again the Pharisees questioned the
man as to his healer. He answered, He is a
prophet. Then the Jews determmed ‘not to

believe that the man had. ever been blind, .

but they sent for his parents and asked
them. The parents. said that he was their
son and had been born blind, but declared

that they did not know how he was healed,

he was old enough to speak for himself and
should just do so.. They were afriad to take

their son’s part lest they ,should be put out...
- of the synagogue, for the Jews ;had agreed :

that' if anyoné confessed ' Chnst that one
should immediately be excommunicated. So
they excommunicated . the man who had
been blind because hé insisted that Jesus

“wasg from God. But Jesus found him .and

comforted him, and taught him that it was
indeed the Son of "God who had” open&d his
eyes. He opened also the eye§ of his heart,
and the man knew his Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.

What kind of a man did Jesus notice?

‘What djd the disciples ask about the man?

Who said, The night cometh when no man
can work?

Who is the light of the world? Why?

‘What did Jesus do for the poor man?

Did the man have to trust or obey?

What' was the result?

- What did the Pharisees say? .
What testimony to Jesus did the man

give?
C. E. Topic.
- Aug. 19.~The woes of the drunkard. Prov
ixm)i 29-35." (Quarterly temperance meet-.
ng)., - ’ ;

Junior C. E Tobic.
THE DRUNKARD’S WOES.
Mond., Aug. 13.—Bodily. Lule xxi., 34.

"Tues., Aug. 14 ~Mental. Titus i., 15.

Wed., Aug. 15.—Family. BEx. xxxiv,, 7. -
Thu., Aug. 16.—Loss of self. Isa. v., 11-12.
Fri., Aug 17.—Loss of friends. I Cor v., 11
Sat., Aug. 18.—Loss of hope. I Cor. iii., 17.

Sun Aug 19.—Topic—The- woes of the- -

Drunkard; what are they? Prov. xxiii.,
29-35. (Quarterly temperance meetmg)

Various Fxperiences_ of Sun-

- day Schoo! Teachers.
(Rev Theo: Gaehr, in Living prstle ’)

That teachers’ meetings may be made an‘
_occagsion of great Dblessing
.again .been demonsirated in the- teachers'

and ‘' profit - has

‘meeting of ' the church over which ~ the
writer .presides at present. - At some re-
cent meeling it was deo'rled that, 'in the
week following, every teacher give his ex-!
perience in Snnda.y-school ‘work, Great in-

terest was mamfested in the e\:el ¢ises, from -

{hs - beginning. - In the hope of profiting
some-of our fellow-workers we. give the

. teacher
agreed that mo ‘questions ‘should be asked:
which would not pertain to the lesson, -But® -

_The first: to give
: supenntendent,
mai;:

ompara.tively

officer or:teacher-.for eighteen .years. . After
having - filled the office of iibrarian, for a

few terms he was given a- class of ‘young T °

dies, who seemed bent upon puZzling their

‘with  ‘hard’ questions They

even then it sometimes. seemed difficult to
satisfy - the queries ‘presented in the ¢lass.
A number of. years-ago, when- this mission
Sunday-school was gtarted, he was one of

the first to-take: active part, faithfully going -

on his way of. duties every Sunday after-
noon, which often 1mphed ‘the exercise of
corsiderable ‘gelf-denial.’ .. But, "he’ ‘added:
‘The - work has always been a dehght to

_me.’

The ‘brother. who. spoke next.has ‘been a

member of the church for about three years -

only. = Affer his conversion he commenced
to go to Sunday-school—wish that all new
converts would irmitate his example—which
was quite a new experience for bim. There
being a lack of teachers in this prosperous
Sunday-school, he was soon pressed into

. service, a.lthough he protested that he was

unable fo teach. .. ‘I depended a good.fQeal

on the boys to help me out. I learned many

things from them,’ be- said. By patient

and diligent stud® of the Word, by his’

whole-hearted = consecration to the work,
and, above all, by his dependence upon the
Splrit of God, he has become a most es-
cellent Sunday-school worker and a very ac-
ceptable teacher.

A young brother- testiﬁed that he had
been teachmg for a year and had determin-
ed, by the help of God, to do his best and
to lead his scholars to Christ. :

A sister related how she came to attend
the: Sunday-school only since. last summer.
She did not know for "what = reason. she
should attend the Sunday-school until urg-
ed to come, She soon became so deeply in-
terested in the _work _that, after a few
months, she wa.s placed i charge of a class,
mlrlhich appears to prosper under her lea.der-
ship .

A young sister who has grown up in the
-Sunday-school spoke of her experience of 2
year and a half, saving that the greatest
difficulty she meets with is ignorance of the
Word on the part of her scholars. She was
advised to introduce a uniform system of
Bible reading among her scholars=a plan
which worked admirably with hundreds,

Another young lady, who had ‘been teach-
ing for about two’ years, gave some interest-
ing . incidents out of her experience, which
led to an, informal discussion as to the best
way of interesting the scholars in the study
of the lesson.

- Another teacher stated that, during the
five years last past, she had been teaching
threc different classes, and though she had
also met with some trials, ‘teaching had al~
ways been a blessing to her”’ Thank God
for true devotion to this sacred occupation!

The writer stated that, during the last
nine or, ten years, since he has been teach-
ing in the Sunday-school, he had charge of
eight classes. He was. most impressed-by
the hepefulness of a2 Sunday-school teach~
er's work, which will bear its choicest
fruits in the future, rather than at present.
With him, also, Sunday-school work has
always been a favorite occupation, a source
of untold blessing and delight.

On the whole, it was a most en:oyable

meeting. - We shall never forget it.
its results be seen and felt in better teach-

ing. united effort, and consecrated service '

for Chnst and his kingdom!.

-
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Study Moses from the bulrush cradle on

the banks of the Nile to the strange end-
ing on ‘Nebo’s lonely mountain’ Do you
‘'know how much of. history, art, science,
and literature can -be gained. -from that

one Bible character?  Boys. are naturaly
hero . worshippers,. and they will .find- novf*" T

modern warrior, statesman, or poet, who is
equal. to Moses; and when, through the
study of the teachinigs and life of the grand
leadeér of the Hebrews, thoy have learned
to .love the God and Tather.ofus all, there
will be no. difficulty about their .going. to
prayer-meetmg-—ﬂorence I W, Burnhnm,
in ‘S. S Timés.’
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