- noises, or.to thlnk about- bemg aloms,

v cotte,ge st.ands on’ the downs, about half a
* o 'mile. from” a.ny other house. - Tlhere a.rea 4n
_ree.hty two cottages; but at the' tlme T mar-
B ned the other: cott}age cha.nced to be empty
" I-was & Dbit lonesome vthe.t first year, -and -
used to. feel nervous and stramge if- Roger |
- “gid not oome home txll a.fter dark.

* hiouse was in’ smght from our w-l:ndnw's and
--the wind hati a wedrd smmd -as it came acToss |

. the even downs.. But after Mamie camo. I
- was “far .too’ occupled bo a.tte'nd to. sra.nge

" The
~village folk said she was- too pretty and too -
good to live; ‘but we only lamghed, for Ma-

" mie was healthy, and never ailed. ' T do not -
~ know if she were really cleverer than most
babies, I only knony that none of my olher
children were half a5 int;el.hgent‘\ R
'I‘h:ree yea,ne pessed be!ore our second

. child came.. Things had ‘not been going
- well with us. Reger had got into the habit

and -spending there more money than we
" _could afford.” Once or twice he had come "
" home unstea,chly Thmt was ‘back in the
summer. - Now!: sajas!” his coming home’
- gteadily was the ‘exception, not the rule..
Ba.by was bern- early -in Deccmber, but I
could not get up my stremgbh as qulc'ldy a3
1 had ‘done a.fter Ma.mres birth, and- Christ-
mas st.ill‘ ﬂou.nd me ‘weak, ‘and only able to
gt slowly throug'h my—meceseary work -1
" had promised Mamie ake ‘her to chm'ch
" on;Chfistmas_night, t se‘e‘ tho, "holly- put .

", ‘abcut .and-to hear: the'reo‘ple sing, *‘Hark! "

- * the Herald. ”, - But’ when the: night came I did
" not. feel well enouglh, and the. Wea.ther was
: .cold ‘and snorwy Roger had been. at home
all day, eeming by his a,tten'tlve helpf.ulrnme
‘to. try and make me forget lww drunk he ha.d

" been’ the mghm berfore _ .

. We' wero a quiet party at tea, tha.t day
Roeer ‘always a silent: man, had grown more
so lately.. - I was feelmg tired:and out.of
spints, a.nd Mamie was stru.,glmg to keep

. back her. tears She' was usually a good
‘child about dL~appointments but-this: church-
going -on’ Christmas night had been “talked
of and planned for so many weeks! -~ -

‘What ails Mamie? ‘her father a.sked as
Mamie. her bread-and-butter ﬁnLhed was
sitting With her head down and her. tea,rs
droppmg fmst on Her pma.ture '

) “Why, I sarld “Q had promesed to take her .
to church- to-mgh:t ‘and: now: the weather is -
too bad, and I'm not well' enough but Mam.le
ain’t.a good girl' to cry.’

‘Supposung I. weme to. take hen "'

“said.

Mamie pmehed back ‘her’ uh.a.ir shpped oﬁ‘

© it, and. climblng ‘on her fa.hher's lmee, she
pu:t her arm round his neck—
- "Po;ing ‘Oger . was to take: Mamie"’ “she
eaid lcoking across at me; her face shining:
like a Yveh flower with- mlles ‘and tears. .
She had a habit of calling us ‘Roger, and

Roger

A.mle it amused us; amd we had not check-"
.. éd her.. ®

‘Oh! will you really ’m.ke her, ‘Roger? I
’ asked cagerly. ‘

.. Roger had not been to c:hu.rch for months,

. almd if he W'enrt there ‘with -Mamie; it would

keep hun a.t least one nigrhxt out of the pub-
S e L

UL Itiwas time to dress Mamie. I went. up-
stairs to: fet.ch her. w'arm cloa.k a.nd hood

“..and m} thick. shawl to wrap all rou;nd her

& But she was 50-excited that it was no:easy

- ‘a.nd they were ready to etaxrt“
e bright’f face: sudden.ly clouded over.
dowh;’ ’Oger, at once!l!; she~said ‘He put her

‘No’ ohher :

of looking into the public on his way home, '_"not strong yet,

“ly my though‘ts turned to pmyers
‘that in some way God would make this day
‘a day of escape for Roger — of escape from
._the curse that Wa.s rummg his hfe

"'__"to ca.tch her and ma.ke 'h.c-:cr sta.nd

'ould soon be back
';‘he said ‘to lnmeelf as he’ entered ‘the. publi
1. But,-alas! ‘the.. momenks lengthened “int
;..'?hours, and, his- mlﬁdwcloude!d wiilh. dnrnk he'\-
;”ha,d fo-rgo»ttem Mamxe :

down. and she ran to, me, where Iwas sltt.mg

L on’my low?’ chair by -the fire, with baby-on

my- knees She pmt bct.h ‘her arms round my

" neck and wthispered (such e wmdy Wh1s-

per) '—" Lo

=.If Anne. will, be ten-nble lone-hke, Memm
won’t never go; she'll Just bide, and 'Oger
must. go a,lone to see ﬂhe holly stxcked about -

‘the: ¢hurch.””.
’ ‘011' no,’ I sa.xd kissing, /ahe ﬁrm, musnd

cheek, Ame will be much too’ busy with -

. Baby to feel lohesome, and Mamie will- tell
her all - a.bout everyt-hing w'hen ‘she comes

-bacik.’

I th.rew a shawl over Ba.by a.nd ca.me tn
‘see’ them - start. Tt was a dark night, and
I soomr Jost sight of Roger’s bread figure, but

" still T heard Mamie's clear, ‘childish voice:

‘Good-hight Annme. Good-bye dear, dear

‘Anme."
1 tidied up the house a bit, a.nd prepared‘

the supper, and then felt tired, for I was
I put Roger’s chair ready
and his slnppers and Mamie’s wee chair and
- her tiny ‘shoes, and ‘then I sat down on the

low chair and took Baby on my knees As

I sat thero I. thought of Rovgex and gradual-
I prayed

Ah' and God heard my. prayer.
Q#_ :'j % ,:.f ,_:f _'g: x e e Ta

I thmk I mucl'. he.ve slept.

felt - cold X got up. and loolced at the-old
clock a.gvamst the wall Nu:ue ocloek' why,

'wherever oould Roger and Mamie be stay-

mg" I .went to. the door, ¢nd:. lookcd out.
Fast drivmg SNOW," but no ‘sound of return-
ing feet. 1 ftrim)med *L’he fire, did.a few

_.lbings about in: the rcom, ‘and ‘uhen went to .
the door again..

Still only the whlspermg suence -of fa,llmg

-snow. Cculd it -be possible:that- Roger had,
;after all gone to the publie, amd ‘taken Ma-

mie with him?
Ha.lf—pas.. nine. . Ten.
. The Lﬂwughlt struck me: ‘If Roger is drunk

‘he will be unfit to carry Mamie home!” I
‘would go and find them.
"'young to ‘get out of his crib, and crying a
_bit would not hurt him,

I did not stop to
thmk if I were strong enough for the walk.

‘T just wrapped an old shawl round me and’

wont out into the snow. The cold, bif.tng
“air see'ned to. revive .me and gwe me
atrength. There ‘was no moon,. but the

‘white snoﬁ lying on the ground gave a

certain lignt and I knew my way well,

Across: the down alcng a lonely ‘road, and )
' I reached the

thmugh ‘the village street
door of the pubhc-hou<e, and was Just go-

“ing to push it open, when someone co-m.i:ng
1 recogmzed my’
. wish her good-bye?

out stumbled ag'unst me.

- hu.sba.nd ‘ -

‘Roger" I cried, wzhere is Ma.mie"‘
" ‘He had been sleeping heavily and had

~ glept off part of hjs drunkenness, though ‘he

was still dazed .and confused.
"He never could bear to speak of that night,
"but it seems that he had met some compan-

jons on the _way bo church. . They had asked .
Him to come wmh them fm -a drink, and

when he had refused, had laughed at bhim

‘and ‘had taunted him with lns ohurch—goang

and his baby.
He prémised.: to :go with the men. after he

had carried the child to church, He placed

Mamie in a.safe corner, promising her he

Wlien Mamin 8-
‘Pwt me- -

for' when T the, sucw-covered “down.

ro'use.l myo::lf the’ ﬁre h;a.d bm'ned low and I,'.
with. smfl: SnOw..

Baby was_ t00 -

'Only a. fow:]

_ ‘Where is the cmld"' I a.sked agaim ;
“I Iett her in’.church:’ Roger: sta.mmered
‘she must- be ‘wailing for: mé :there.’: o

- The ‘cold night air, and- the- shoek of see-1 o

m.g me, ‘had so:bered hjm ‘o little.- .
-We both set- off in the- direction ot the

'churdh, but ‘I found’ that my~strength was . o
nearly gone, amd that if I went further I
SO I leﬂ:,'v .

might not be able to g-et home _
Roger. to .go to the chu:rch, -and- ‘alond

_through 'the blinding snow; that now. lay

thick on the ground, I’ dna.gge;l myself hoine, .
The firs ha.d gone out, and baby: Was .cry-
ing. It wes nigh on eleven o'clock..

Unlike most co*ta.ges ‘we have a ﬁre-place .
m our-. upeta.lrs ‘room, I kindled a fire: Lhe"

now and made: Mamie’s'littlo bed -warm and

ready for her. . ‘She wiil be cold and weary,
poorilamb,’ I thouo'ht ‘But I snll ha.d mamy
anxious hours of wmt.mg ‘

I think LU must ‘have- been goi.ng on for';
thece o’clock before I ‘heard the weleome.’
sound of voices. I saw men approaching—
quite a lictle ‘crowd—but I could not distin-
guish Roger’s figure. Then as they came up.

'~to1:he door, I saw him with Mamie. in his

arms. There was eome.hlng in his face: tha.t

‘fnghtenerl me. ~I was soon told all there was

to tell.” Mamie had not beer found in the'
church .no.one had. n:o«tmed the child, or had

~seen ‘where ahe had goane a.fter ‘the close of - ..

the servlce. ; Roger had thouvht it’ most

' ‘hkely sho wonld have tried to find her way

home: So all night long wmb. lan,tcu-ns and'
sp‘ulcs they ha.d searrehe(l for puor Mamie on.
. They had found
her at- la.st, sleeping peace‘ully, ha.lf-eovcredm:
A.h' but: was it sleep, or
the. longer slecp' thaA: men eau death? She-
h-a.d wandered nearly a m11e ‘out of the right
path. - “What must she not -have suffered . of”
cold .and fear, “and . misery, before she fell
aslesp! Oh! our poor, wee, laughing bairn!

'The dodtor was quickly called. He was .- .
very kind aud pa.tlent ‘Mamie, is not deevd v
he said. '

" After many hours he did indeed brmg her
back to life, but only to the restless to_si.ngs
of fover and delirium, :

For three days sho turned a.nd tossed and
moaned ceaselessly. . Then one night the -
fever left her, and she feoll aaleep, ‘She will
get well,” I thought. '

The doctor had bid me send for him should
there be a. change, and Roger went for him
He came. He felt the little fesble pul:e;
ho listened to the halting breath. He did

" not tell me what he thought, but askeéd me

where my husband was, and went down-
stairs.” .After a while I $aw a change come

.over Mamie’s face, and I went to call Roger,

He was sitting With his arms.-on the kitchen
table and his face buried on them. It is ah
awesome thing to hear a strong man ory'

I just touched him on the s.houlder; ‘Ma-
mie’s going, Roger; won't . you come and
He did not scem to
hear me, and I went back but he followed
me &00n, dla.ggmg flnmrself slowly up the

stairs.

For an hour we wa.tcherl and there was no
further change. 'I‘hen Mamie orpened h,er
eyes slowly. o .

‘Anne!” she whispered, : N

- I.wes- kneeling by her, and I took her wee
hand in mine., But she still looked as it
anxlous for somothing more,

¢ ’Oger" she said, quﬁhe out loud.

‘"He came: and kneilt close on her other. sule. .

Very. slowly . and feebly. she.put' her arms -

round his neck. Then she looked:from him




