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noltish, mistakon instincts of solf-prosorvation, and the ro-
sult is that T sh of it rémains ropudiated by both. No
‘ono cun say » whom tho hoavy romainder belongs,
‘whother to tho mothor country ot to the colonics. We
will not pick it up, bocause wo havo takon all the “home
doefonco '’ out of it wo requiro; the colonios will not touch
it, bocause thoy have cat off as much * domostic dofenco ™
s thoy thiuk thoy want, To nudorstand what that re.
‘maiador is, it is nocessary to oxamino ‘closoly onr oxist-
‘ing arrangomants far the dofonce of our Empive.

“Trado follows tho flag,” and thoe flag thut waves tri-
umphunt over Sydney and King Goeorge’s Sound will de-
Rormmine tho autionality of the trade on the great
districts of oconn of which thoy aro tho “strategic
points” This is not a thiug mercly affocting tho inter-
‘ests of thoso Englishmon who happon to rosideat those
particnlar places, It ¥ first and chiofly ” concorng Ans-
tralugia, and is of vital importance to the wholo Britigh
Lmpiro. Thus does this principle of ** homo or local de-
fonco,” indiscriminately applied, placo an Imporinl bur-
den on a few individualg, not because they are alono in-
taiosted, but simply bocauso they have the misfortune to
live at places ot Imporial strategic importance. Such
puints arg most linblo to attuck becauso throy offer enor-
mous advantagos as paval and military positions.  When
attack is rosolved npon it will be dulivered with such jm-
periul or national impotus as may be deemed sufficient to
offer reasoneble prospects of success, The means of at-
tack will be furnished by tho available resources of a
i.;;reat nation ; the natme and amount of force employed

or the pnrposo will bo detormined by the necessities will
bo ostimated by our means and methods of resistance.
Concentrated enurgy of Imperial or national power may
bo brought to Lear on the vomtsoleuted_for attack. Now,
suppose cithor Vancoavo:'s, King George’s Sound, Fiji,
Nowcastlo, Sydnoy, or any other point beso solected. If
our rower of militwrry reistanco at such points bo regu.
{ated not with refeence to-the Imporial importancoot the
pasition, nor to the nature and oxtont of defensive work
to bo done, nor yet by tho possibls forco of attack, but
simply by a rule-of-thumb system of arming and drilling
whatever Englishmon happen to live thero, the resuly of
vontact is not & matter for-speculation or for hopo—it is
a miserable certninty. The simple truth is that powoer of]|
attack means power of concentration ; and if in de-
fonco power of concettration be absent, woakness
is opposed to strength, and avery natural result follows
“the survival of the strongest.” .

The advantage to bo gained by such an oporation is an
Imperial or national advantage, while under our * home
defonco ' arrangemonts tho military resistance fo bo ovor-
come wonld be but fragmentary, or, in other ‘words,.col-
onial. The principlo of local defonce, which prevonts the
concontration and combination of the whole war powor
of Austyalis, is one of the strcngost possible inducemonts
for attacking favorable positions there, in oider to veduce
cach colony in succession.

Again, all colonies aro not practically taking the same
view of proparations for defence, Somo fire doing much
towards providing military means to resists attack,
othelc are doing littlo or nothing, In a general war, are
the people of tho United Kingdom to help those who
holped thomselves,” or are their offorts to be chiofly di-
rected to pratecting those who by their own noglect have
rondored themsolves more tempting objocts of attack ?
Without some binding fedoral-arrangementas to the dis-
tribution, organization, and mezintonnncs of war power,
tho colony that buried its talent in peace may in war
reap tho solid advantages of assistance from us at tho ex-
pense of others who meanwhilo have made ton. But,
more than . are tho residents in the United Kingdom
to bo loft to give or hold assistaneo at will, and be free

from any binding fedo ! obligatious ? Qv sro they to
b oXpected to have real Im()o‘riuI strength without pow-
or todruw from tho wholo Empire; in proportion to the
resoitrces of its several pavts, vunl Imperial power 7 If
thore by distinctness of yesponsility in war, thoso ques-
tions must bo answored. Thoy must not bo left to bosettied
when war comoy, to chance and English spivit.””  Sonti-
nteut without system menns in theso days dofeat and dis-
nstor.  To take a practical ilusteation,  Canada, with &
population.of some threo and a half millions, furnishes an
oxample to the Eng!lish race. IIor commorcial progross
in peace does not blind her to tho necessity of boing pre-
pared for way, Sho takes n calm view of her position,
andd areanges to meot possible events, She taxes her
tinancial 1vsources, and calls on all Lor sons to do their
duty, and willingly du thoy tsspomd,  Possibly some day
or other, tho cyes of the world will Lo fixed on North
Amerien, watching a lifo and death otruggle for the hon-
or o1 the English name,  1n such o caso are othor frag-
monts of tho Empite tu despatch correspondents te givo
intoresting accounts of tho proccedings and—nothing
elso.  The naval powor of the ,Uuilcd Stutes, drawn from
10,000 miles of Atluntic cuast, wuuld, if we do not pro-
vont it, bo concontrated on the St. Lawreace, Consider-
ing that an Bnglishman in Cananun bears a for heavier
mﬁitary budan than an Engli bman in the United
Kingdom, surcly in common justite, we would bo bound
to sncrities onr whole ntval power rather than pormit
hor buing invosted by blockado, This involves our send-
ing, bosides a naval force superior to hors, a strong war
garrison to ITalifux, amd & movalie and purely military
toreo for steategical coast distiibution, and for counter at-
tack. But lot us tarn to the South; are we then lo leavo
Bormuda without force, and nbandon to thoir fato the
English Wost Indies?  Our only movublo military forco
which is slso the reserve for Indis, is but 100,000, This
force would be at once ahsorbed by requirements in the West
Atlantic.  Wo way be in no danger of invasion at home, and
sorely pressed for troops abroad, but meantime wo shall have a
ntilitary foroe of 300,000 men in the United Kingdom, which
the principle of *“home defence " has m: da it impossible for us
tomove, Itisillegal to send them whire they are required,
therefore thuy must rewain where tley ars not wanted, and
look on at Englishmen being slaughtcred, with the calm con-
soiousness that, thousands of miles away irom the fight, they
are striking examples of the priuciple cf self-reliance, and ful-
filling Imperial responsibilities in war,

Qur flects, however, will want otl er ¢! ings besides military

garrisons at their bases. In thicse days they will need dock-
yards near at hand, providing sufficient means of repair ; and
they, will, require a suro, steady, and certain supply of coal and
telegraphi¢ communication.
_ Taq protect the trade lines in the Pacific Ocean, with its
70,000,000 square miles of water, we shall in war require an
enormous fleet. That ficet should be eatirely independent of
Atlantio doc}:iards, and a great Iinperial dockyard at the
other side of the world is a most apparent neeessity.

Though Australin and New Zealand are first and chicfly
conceraed, it is not merely a coloninl waut. Every portion of
our Empire has an intercst in that occan, and thercfore sucha
dackyard is a great Imperial requirement. Ifit be said our
Ewmpire cannot afford to crcate such a dockyard, tlen kct us
quietly haul down the Union Jack in the Pacific beforo we are
ignonimously compelled to strike it. But before doing so, it
may be worth considering whether it would not be a butter &
ternative to abolish onc of our Liome dockyards, and remove
tho officials, plant, and sufficient reserve ships to Sydney, the
netursl Portsmouth of the Pacific. The loss at home weuld
be more apparent than real. Though there would be one
Royal dockyard less at home, the pressare both in peace aud
war of the mainterance of flects for half the world wuuld be

moved. The resources of private yards at home are wv . -



